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DEM>iARK:     SURPLUS  PRODUCER  OF  EGG  AiO  POULTRY  PRODUCTS 


PRODUCTION 


Poultry  N-umbers  Increasing  Slightly:    Total  number  of  chickens, 
turkeys  and  geese  increased  2o7j  36.1  and  IleO  percent,  respectively, 
from  July  1953  to  July  195h}  whereas  the  number  of  ducks  declined  7.5 
percent. 

During  the  most  recent  years,  chicken  numbers  have  shown  a  continued 
upward  trend.    This  development  has  been  in  response  to  fairly  good  markets 
for  dressed  poultry  and  eggs  in  ^.estern  Europe  as  the  purchasing  power  of 
the  peoples  in  this  area  has  risen^    The  increase  in  turkeys  and  geese  was 
again  due  primarily  to  the  attractiveness  of  foreign  markets,  such  as  the 
United  Kingdom  and  vJest  Germany,    The  decline  in  duck  numbers  was  a  result 
in  part  of  lower  domestic  demand  and  a  preference  for  other  meats  and  fowl. 

Grain  and. feed  supiolies  of  domestic  origin  have  also  increased  in 
recent  years,  providing  a  basis  for  an  expanded  poultry  industry.  Although 
the  output  of  grain  in  195U  was  not  much  lower  than  during  1953  but  of  an 
inferior    qr.ality,  the  lower  overall  crop  output  in  195U  (13  percent  below 
1953)  will  andoubtedly  necessitate  imports  of  grain  in  1955  if  a  drop  in 
chicken  numbers  is  to  be  avoided. 

CHICKEN  NUICERS,  3EMIARX;    JULY  1935-39,  1952,  1953  AND  195U 

Average 
of  1935, 

1937  Sc     July  12      July  18    July  17 
1938         1952         1953  1951 


In  Thousands 

Roosters,  half  a  year  and  above         218  9h  96  98 

Hens  "      "    "       "       "       12,6UO        9,8UO       10,136  10,625 

Chickens,  under  half  a  year  15,903       13,U95       11,339     ll, 511 

TOTAL  28,761       23,1+29       2li,571  25,23U 

Source:     "Statistiske  Efterretninger"  (Statistical  Reports)  No.  63, 
195U,  and  "Landbrugets  Production  og  ^konomi"  (Production 
and  Economy  of  Agriculture). 
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iWlBER  OF  TURKEYS,  DUCKS  AND  GEESE,  DEMiiARK:  JULY  193;/,  1952,  1953 
AND  195I1  


July  15    July  12    July  I8    July  1? 
1939        1952        1953  195U 


In  Thousands 

Turkeys  100  28  36  k9 

Ducks  895        U21        596  551 

Geese  393  190  253  281 

Source:    "Statistiske  Ef terretninger"  (Statistical  Hepcsrts) 
No.  63,  195U. 

Egg  Production  Up  Five  Percent t    The  output  of  eggs  in  19Sh  totaled 
196.3  million  dozen,  or  five  percent  more  than  during  the  preceding  year; 
this  increase  corresponds  roughly  to  the  increased  number  of  hens.  The 
cost/income  ratio  during  most  of  195^4  was  favorable  to  egg  production  in 
spite  of  increasing  grain  prices  d\iring  the  second  half  of  195^;.  The 
latter  were  counterbalanced  by  increasr'ng  egg  prices. 

EGG  PRODUCTIOW,  DE^ri/lRK:    AFbFaLGE  1935-39,  195^,  1953  ^  195U 

Average  1/ 
1935-39        1952         1933  195U 

1,000  Dozen 

Eggs  165,960      171,35i4     187,535  196,386 

1/  Preliminary 

Source:    "Landbrugsstatistik"  (Agricultural  Statistics)  1950  and 
"Statistiske  Ef terretninger"  (Statistical  Reports)  No.  1, 
1955. 

The  storage  of  eggs  during  195^4  was  insignificant.    This  was  due  in 
part  to  the  poor  e3(perience  financially  of  the  dealers  and  cooperatives 
who  had  stored  eggs  during  bhe  preceding  season.    Furthermore,  the  price 
ievelopments  during  the  early  part  of  195 U  were  highly  indeterminate  and 
difficult  to  forecast  with  a  downward  trend  expected  by  many  people., 
Danish  eggs  during  195^4  were,  therefore,  sold  fresh,  vieek  by  vi^ek. 

At  the  present  time  the  annual  average  rate  of  lay  in  comn.ercial 
flocks  is  approximately  165  eggs  per  hen^  which  is  a  doubling  of  the 
production  rate  during  the  last  i|0  years.    The  breeding  work  undertaken 
to  obtain  further  improvements  is  carried  out  primarily  at  pedigree 
breeding  centers,  of  which  there  are  63.    The  average  rate  of  lay  of  the 
various  breeds  at  these  centers  during  195^4  were  as  follows: 
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Breed 


Egfes  per  Hen  per  Year 


mihite  Leghorns 
Brown  " 
Rhode  Island  Red 
New  Hampshire 
Light  Sussex 
White  Ifyendettes 


239 
218 
228 
226 
211 
20h 


In  the  breeding  work  great  emphasis  is  placed  on  finding  families 
and  strains  within  the  various  breeds  that  are  pai-ticularly  resistant 
toward  attacks  of  diseases,  thereby  increasing  the  livebility  of  high- 
producing  hens  and  improving  flock  performances. 

The  introductory  and  fairly  rapid  expansion  of  production  of  broilers 
and  slaughter  poultry  has  also  resulted  in  the  initiation  of  breeding  lo  rk 
aiming  at  ascertaining  the  breeds  or  crosses  most  suitable  under  Danish 
conditi  ons « 


Export  of  Sg:gs;    In  19$hi  "ths  export  of  eggs  and  poultry  meat  exce- 
eded the  1953  level  sustantially.    The  export  of  eggs  totaled  1U5.2  million 
dozen,  compared  to  132 o 7  million  dozen  in  1953^  or  an  increase  of  nine 
percent o    In  195^4,  the  two  principal  customers  for  Danish  eggs  were,  as 
usual,  the  United  Kingdom  and  .jest  Germany,  taking  62  and  23  percent, 
respectively*    Approximately  12  million  dozen,  or  eight  percent,  of  the 
total  export  were  shipped  to  the  U^S,  Armed  Forces  in  Germany.  The 
remaining  seven  percent  went  to  a  number  of  other  markets,  with  Switzer- 
land as  the  most  predominant  customer. 

An  important  development  in  the  marketing  of  eggs  during  195U  was 
the  discontinuance  of  the  Danish/British  long-term  agreement  as  of 
October  1,  195U.    On  April  1,  195^j  the  British  state  import  was  turned 
over  to  private  importers..    Danish  and  British  representatives,  therefore, 
met  in  the  beginning  of  19^h  to  discuss  the  possible  cancellation  of  the 
long-term  agreement  that  was  valid  until  October  1,  19^hc    A  compromise 
was  arrived  at,  under  which  the  agreement  was  to  continue  unchanged  until 
July  1. 

During  J"'aly  through  September,  however,  the  provisions  ofani  practices 
under  the  agreement  were  amended.    The  private  British  importers  replaced 
the  Ministry  of  Food  as  importers  of  Danish  eggs,  and  the  Danish  ej^orters 
sold  freely  to  the  British  imxporters  at  prices  determined  by  supply  and 
demand.    It  was,  however,  decided  that  in  case  the  average  price  for  the 
July-September  period  wuld  fall  below  the  price  fixed  in  the  long-term 
agreement,  the  Danish  exporters  shoiild  be  paid  75  percent  of  the  difference 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food,    If  the  average  price  was  above,  the  Ministry  was 
to  have  75  percent  of  the  difference.    The  latter  actually  became  the  case, 
which  meant  that  at  the  end  of  the  period  the  Danish  e3q5orters  had  to  pay 
918,000  dollars  to  the  Ministry  of  Food.    After  October  1,  19Sh,  the 
Danish/British  egg  trade  has  been  completely  free. 


E:{P0RT  OF  EGG  AND  POULTRY  PRODUCTS 
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Jlxpor t  of  Poult ry  i le at ;     The  exoort  of  poultry  raeat  increased  from 
20,^  million  Dounds  in  1953  to  26.6  million  pounds  in  19^h,  or  30  percent. 
The  principal  importers  were,  as  in  1953 >  the  United  Kingdom,  Italy, 
Vtest  Germany  and  Switzerland,  which  took  28,  26,  2h  and  15  percent,  ■ 
respectively,  of  the  total  Danish  export.    Small  consignments  were  shipped 
to  other  markets,  such  as  Israel,  U.S,  Armed  Forces    in  West  Germany  and 
the  United  Kingdom,    The  increased  production  of  cockerels  for  meat  pur- 
poses in  particular  has  contributed  to  this  increased  export.    The  Danes 
have  in  recent  years  attempted  also  to  develop  a  broiler  production.    It  H 
is,  however,  as  yet  not  able  to  compete  with  broilers  produced  in  the 
United  States,    Nevertheless,  the  Danes  themselves  are  aware  of  the  fact 
that  an  increased  export  is  dependent  on  f^orther  improvement  of  quality 
as  well  as  of  a  reduction  in  the  costs  of  production.    Danish  poultry 
advisers,  of  which  several  have  been  on  technical  assistance  study  tours 
to  the  United  States,  however,  are  striving  for  an  espansicai  of  the  broiler 
industry.    The  reporter  has  visited  only  a  few  poultry  farms  where  broiler 
production  was  organized  accordLng  to  the  American  pattern  and  scale  with 
adequate  floor  space,  balanced  rations,  self-feeders,  etc.    The  results 
obtained  on  these  farms,  however,  looked  promising. 

Another  export  item  in  the  poultry  industry  which  has  been  developed 
in  recent  years  is  the  export  of  day-old  baby  chicks.    Since  19U9,  the 
ejport  of  baby  chicks  has  been  as  follows: 


Year  Number  Value 

(Dollars ) 

19U9  2,52U  1,88U 

1950  16.388  8,U0ii 

1951  27,699  31,298 

1952  118,763  33,907 

1953  9h,765  38,109 
195U  300,000  5a, 338 


The  White  Leghorn  was  the  most  predominant  breed  expcyted,  but  Brown 
Leghorns,  Light  Sussex  and  Rhode  Island  Reds  also  found  customers  abroad. 

Although  the  export  of  hatching  eggs  and  baby  chicks  has  developed 
rather  satisfactorily,  some  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  the 
quality.    The  National  Poultry  Committee^  therefore,  requested  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  to  establish  quality  regulations  to  assure  that  only  prime 
quality  products  were  e^^ortedo    On  July  27,  195U,  the  Mnistry  accordingly 
issued  such  provisions.    The  principle  of  these  are  that  only  chicks  and 
hatching  eggs  originating  from  flocks  which  are  \mder  supervision  and 
inspection  through  participation  in  local  or  nation-wide  contests,  can 
obtain  an  export  license. 
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EXPORTS  OF  POULTRY  AND  i.GGS,  BY  COUNTRIES,  DE  riABK.j  19^k 


Live  Geese 
Finland 
Total 

Live  Ducks 
VJo  Germany 
U.K. 
Finland 
Italy 
Total 

Live  Hens  and 


W.  Germany 

S,  Germany 

U.K. 

Sve-3.en 

Finland 

Belgium-Lux, 

Portugal 

Spain 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Yugoslavia 

U.S.A. 

Argentina 

Uruguay 

Chile 

Egypt 

Fr.  Morocco 
Br.  EastAfric 
Pakictan 
Br.  Malaya 
Total 


Head 


lOli 
lOH 


8,153 
25 
30 

 20 

8,228 

Chickens 

— 2r 

20 

3U,525 
1,699 
100 

25 
150 
650 
253,138 

50 

Ih 

937 
173 
2,200 
3,500 
2,550 

a  3,xpO 

15 
205 
303,383 


Value 
»1,000 


1/ 
V 


2 

1/ 

V 

2 


1/ 
"/ 

iH 
1 

1/ 

1/ 
1/ 

1/ 

3' 
1/ 

2 

y 

■  1 

1 
1 
1 

1/ 
1/ 


.,a,ooo 

Slaughtered  Geese 

W.  Germany 

1/ 

U.K. 

273 

Norway 

y 

Sweden 

120 

Switzerland 

U 

2 

Trieste 

1 

1/ 

Brazil 

y 

1/ 

Philipoines 

1 

1 

Br.  Malaya 

\x 

2 

1/ 

,  / 

;  s 

Total 

825 

1,000/? 


Slaughtered  Ducks 
W.  Germany 
U.K. 
Norway 
Sweden 
Philippines 
Br,  Malaya 
Total 


5 
5 

1/ 
63 
1/ 
1/ 

IT 


Slaughtered  Hens  &  Chickens 


W.  Germany 
E.  Germany 
U.K. 

Norway 

Sweden 

Poland 

Holland 

Belgium-Lux, 

France 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

Malta 

U.S„A. 

Jamaica 

Br.  W,  Indies 

Brazil 

Br,  Guiana 

Egypt 

Br.  W.  Africa 
Fr.  W.  &  Equat. 

Africa 
Liberia 
Iran 
Cyprus 
Israel 
Siam 

Br.  Poss.  in 

S.W.  Asia 
S.i-iJ,  Asia 
Br.  Malaya 
Others 
Total 


6,380 
207 
6,720 
32 
110 
2 

7 
Ii 
U7 
6,930 
U,012 
11 

Ik 
30 

7 
60 
256 

8 
23 

1 

26 

y 

6 

1U5 

26 

10 
89 
70 

25,300 


;^i,ooo 


3 
2 

y 
30 

IT 


1,957 

86 
2,718 
11 

37 
1 

3 
1 

17 

2.U08 
1,583 
8 

25 
19 
3 

27 
107 

9 

y 

12 

y 
2 

2 

61 
11 

5 
i|2 
32 

9,191 


1/  I-ess  than  ^00  dollars  rn-  less 
than  ^00  ponuds. 
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Slaughtered  Turkeys 

W,  Germany  5 

U.K.  U23 

Norway  2 

Sweden  58 

Italy  22 

Total  510 

EggSj  Preserved 
(Storage) 

W„  Germany  3l49 

U.K.  l.llU 

Hong  Kong  8 

Total  ITUtT 

Egg  Yolk,  Dried 

We  Germany  lU6 

U,K.  Il4 

Norway  1/ 

Sweden  1 

Holland  6 

Belgium-Lux^  ^ 

Switzerland  23 

U.S.A.  2 

Mexico  22 

Honduras  2 

Br,  Honduras  1/ 

Israel  9 

Others  1/ 

Total  335  " 

Eggs,  fresh 


$1,000 


2 

211 
2 
30 
1 


82 

358 
3 


158 
117 
1 
1 
6 

11 
15 
3 

23 
2 

9 

'3^0 


W.  Germany 

73,671 

22, U2'^ 

U.K. 

ll40,368 

39,9U3 

Norway 

9 

3 

Sweden 

3 

1 

Iceland 

1 

1 

Poland 

19 

7 

Holland 

1/ 

1/ 

Belgiiim-Lux, 

2 

1 

France 

l,7li5 

580 

Spain 

2,U32 

783 

Italy 

361 

.112 

Switzerland 

7,070 

2,103 

Czechoslovakia  1 

1/ 

Austria 

180 

50 

Malta 

191 

67 

l.OOOf 

,/l,000 

Canada 

1/ 

1/ 

Ij  ♦  S  ©  A « 

5 

2 

Bro  W.  Indies 

1/ 

1/ 

U.S.  W.  Indies 

1/ 

1/ 

Brazil 

1 

1 

Venezuela 

2,973 

825 

Egypt 

12 

k 

Br.  W,  Africa 

72 

22 

Fr,  W,  &  Equat. 

Africa 

2 

1 

Liberia 

1/ 

Br.  Malaya 

t 

Others 

1/ 

Total  229,320 

66,93U 

Egg. Yolk,  Salted 

•  W.  Germany 

919 

.  503 

France 

55 

28 

Spain 

99 

ii9 

Austria 

13 

h 

Brazil 

22 

12 

Total 

1,109 

885 

Eggs,  Frozen 

W,  Germany 

21ii 

80 

U.K. 

19 

5 

3elgium-Lux. 

35 

8 

Italy 

62 

35 

Br.  W,  Indies 

33 

11 

Total 

363 

139 

1/  Less  than  500  dollars  or  less 
than  5C0  pounds. 

Source:    Danish  Statistical  Department 


OUTLOOK 


Marketing  Prospects  for  1955/    Since  the  end  of  November^  egg  prices 
nave  declined  heavily  due  to  an  increasing  production  in  other  countries. 
Grain  prices  have  remained  unchanged  and  are  not  expected  to  decline  during 
the  first  half  of  1955 •    Consequently,  it  seems  reasonable  to  expect  a 
decrease  in  the  rate  of  hatching  of  pullets  for  egg  production  in  1955* 
The  relatively  high  grain  prices  might  also  cause  greater  slaughter  of 
hens  than  normal;  thus  a  decline  in  egg  production  during  1955  is  likely. 

With  regard  to  the  marketing  situation,  after  the  discontinuance  of 
the  Danish/British  long-term  agreement  as  of  October  1,  195Uj  the  Danish 
egg  export  trade  was  subject  to  freer  play  of  the  forces  of  competition. 
In  some  cases j  however;  the  Danish  exporters  found  themselves  at  a  trading 
disadvantage.    In  the  United  Kingdom,  for  example,  the  domestic  production 
is  subsidized  and  a  government  agency,  moreover,  fixes  arbitrarily  the 
prices  of  domestic  eggs  sold  on  the  British  markets    Thus  imported  eggs 
may  find  difficulties  in  competing  during  periods  of  high  egg  production 
in  Britain,    Denmark's  second  largest  customer.  West  Germany,  has  had  for 
several  years  an  import  tariff  of  five  percent  during  the  period  September  1 
to  February  15  and  15  percent  during  the  rest  of  the  year.    The  Germans 
have  been,  and  are  still,  working  on  having  this  rate  replaced  by  a  "sliding 
tariff  scale"  which  would  also  increase  the  tariff  substantially  and  thereby 
lessen  Denmark's  competitive  possibilities  on  the  German  m.arket.    In  addition 
to  the  above-mentioned  protectionism,  Denmark  is  facing  an  increasing  pro- 
duction in  other  countries,  particularly  in  Holland,  which  naturally  adds 
to  the  competitive  problems  of  the  countryo 

Lower  prices  during  1955  s.Te  most  likely  to  prevail  as  a  consequence 
of  the  conditions  mentioned  above.    According  to  current  information,  cost 
of  production  dees  not  seem  to  be  lower  than  in  195U,  a  smaller  increase 
is  most  likely.    Therefore,  there  are  reasons  to  expect  a  slow  decrease  in 
the  rate  of  production  and  consequently  in  exports «    Little  change  in 
domestic  consumption  is  expected. 


This  circular  was  prepared  by  Herbert  W.  Ford  and  is  based  upon  a  report 
of  Mr.  Sherwood  0.  Berg,  Agricultural  Attache,  Copenhagen. 
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NETHERLANDS:    SIJHPLUS  PRODUCER  OF  EGG  AND  POULTRY  PRODUCTS 


PRODUCTION 

Poultry  Numbers  Increase:      The  number  of  chickens  on 
Dutch  farms  in  December  195U  totaled  over  20  million^  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  i;00,000  over  December  1953 »  Hatching 
during  the  1953-5^4  season  was  sharnly  increased  and  about 
33  million  chicks  were  raised. 

Very  exacting  culling  is  nracticed  in  the  Netherlands 
by  experienced  rioultry  keepers  and  trained  assistants  of  the 
Poultr^'-  Extension  Service,    Therefore,  the  expansion  of  hen 
numbers  is  controlled.    The  Dutch  Extension  Servicers  efforts 
to  improve  care  for  poultry,  feeding  and  sanitary  conditions, 
have  been  successful  curing  the  past  few  years  as  smeller 
margins  between  the  cost  price  and  the  marketing  price  have 
stimulated  Dutch  farmers  to  carry  out  suggestions  to  improve 
breeding  and  management  techniques. 


THE  NETHERLANDS:    Poultry  numbers  December  195^^ 


1952  19^3  1951; 


(thousand) 

Chickens 

Baby  chicks  n,a,„  '•^50  902 

Young  layers  9^861  13,118  12,99^ 

Older  layers  5,8i|8  5>liOO  6,009 

Roosters  n,a»  210  '301 

Total  chickens  n.a.  19,778        '  20,202 

Total  ducks  336  I4L8  4l2 


Source:    Central  Bureau  of  Statistics c 


-2- 


THE  lETHBlPXANES:    Number  of  eggs  hatched  and  chicks  torn 


Breeders  Hatcheries  _  Total 
r~t  housand  ) 

Chicken 
Eggs  placed 

in  batteries         7,nh  h9  ,lhQ  56,922 

Chicks  born  5,007  33,236  38,2li3 
Chicks  as  per-^ 

cent  of  eggs           69,3  66 e 8  67,1 

Ducks  for  breeding  and  laying  stock, 
'"■ggs  in  batteries     669  258  927 

Chicks  born  387  132  520 

Chicks  as  per- 
cent of  eggs  57.9  51.1;  56a 


Source:     Control  Board  for  Poultry  and  Eggs, 

Selection  has  been  an  inroortant  element  in  the  increase 
of  hen  egg  Drodnction  in  the  i'letherlands .    The  major  factor^ 
however,  irrhich  nlaces  Dutch  poultry  among  the  highest  pro- 
ducers in  the  world,  is  the  rigidly''  controlled  breeding  program 
at  about  200  licensed  breeding  farms  throughout  the  country 
(further  discussed  under    "Outlook"  of  this  circular).  Pro- 
duction per  hen  during  1951;  averaged  192  eggs.    Total  output 
is  calculated  at  3>750  million  eggs,  a  gain  of  about  650 
million  over  1953  <» 

THE  NETHERMNDSt    Production  and  Distribution  Shell  Eggs,  1951; 


1933 

1951; 

(  million 

eg  g  s  ) 

Production 

3,130 

3,750 

Consumption 

1,1^50 

1,697 

Exports 

1,650 

2,023 

Waste/industry 

30 

30 

Source:    Control  Board  for 

Poultry  and  EggSo 
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FCIffilGN  TRADE 

Export  of  Shell  Eggs;    Exports  of  hen  eggs  during  19^h  sur- 
passed the  2  billion  mark  -  a  peak  never  before  reached  by  this 
industry.    This  is  an  increase  of  about  kOO  million  eggs  over  the 
already  very  favorable  1953  expor^t.    The  average  export  nrice, 
hox-jever,  was  about  one  Dutch  cent- below  that  of  a  year  ago.  The 
most  important  outlet  for  Dutch  hen  eggs  remained  l/estern 
Germany  with  78,1  percent  of  total  19^h  exports,  followed  by 
Italy,  France  and  the  U,  S,  Armed  Forces  in  Europe* 

THE  NETHERLANDS:    Shell  Eggs  exports  b-^^  country  of  destination 

19^h 


:  1953 

:  195U 

:Hen  eggs 

rCuck  eggs 

:Hpn  eggs 

:Duck  eggs 

( 

mill] 

L  0  n  ) 

1'',  Germany 

:  1,319 

.  9.6 

1,580 

1  7.7 

Italy 

:  81 

25o8 

127 

■  65o7 

France 

97 

125 

.7 

U.S. Armed  Forces 

hh 

:  66 

United  Kingdom 

8 

52 

•  12.5 

Sifjitzerland 

h6 

25 

Spain  : 

21 

2h 

Belgium/'Luxembourg-2c-  : 

h 

«6 

o 

2,1 

Other                  ^        ■  - 

19  • 

.8 

18 

.9 

Total 

1,639 

'    36.8  : 

2,023 

.  h2,6 

Total  value  (million 

dollars)  ; 

67,8 

■ 

78^8 

Source:  Control  Board  for  Poultrj^  and  Eggs^ 
---Hatching  eggs« 


Exports  of  Dressed  Poultry;    Practically  the  total  output 
of  this  commodity  is  exported.    During  195^,  approximately 
52.9  million  pounds  of  dressed  poultry  were  shipped  abroad 
compared  with  31»h  million  pounds  during  1953.    Leading  buyers 
were  Vfestern  Germany  and  Italy,  followed  by  Smtzerland.  Of 
the  total  exported,  3.3  million  pounds  were  dressed  duck. 
Exports  of  live  poultry  were  of  minor  importances 


Approximately  3  U.  S.  cents  per  dozen. 


THE,  KTnL'lLAlJDS :  E.^cports  of  Dressed  Poultrv  by  countrj?-  of 
 ^  destination.    195)i4__jy  _     _  .  


{  m  i  1  1'  i  o.  n 

n  0  u  n  d  s  ) 

f-rermany 

18.1 

26o2 

Italy 

:            lit. 2 

Switzerland 

3.1 

Belgium/Luxembourg 

:  1.0 

loU 

f^rance 

•  *^ 

East  Germany 

:                 .3  ' 

Sweden 

.1 

Othe  r 

,2 

.3 

Total 

37.4 

53.0 

Total  value( million 

dollars)  :  12. •       :  l6.9 

Source:     Control  Board  for  Poultry  'and~Eggs. 
1/  Cooled  or  frozen, 

mr.:eting 


Egg  Prices:     The  average  price  for  195u  received  by  farmers 
per  hen  egg  uss  3.6  cents^  slightly  sbove  3^^  cents  cost  price. 
During  193'3j  the  average  marketing  price  iras  over  3v9  cents, 
■f-jhile  the  cost  nrice  ■"as  only  3.0  cents,    Tlie  increase  in  the 
cost  price  ^/'as  generally/  ?ssoc-  ^ted  i-ri-th  a  gain  in  the  cost 
"or  feed  and  labor.      Duck  eggs  v^ere  somewhat  cheaper  as  farmers 
received  about  2.6  cents  per  egg,  Tihile  the  cost  -nrice  averaged 
close  to  2»5  cents. 


Dressed  Poultry  Prices:    The  fairly  good  prices  for  dressed 
noultry,  however,  assured  farmers  a  reasonable  income.  Prices 
received  for  summer  ducks  averaged  21  cents  r^er  r.ound  and  in- 
creased to  25  cents  per  pound  in  the  fall  and  to  27  cents  per 
pound  during  the  lAdnter  months.    Chickens  averaged  2k  cents  per 
pound  during  most  of  the  year.    The  marketing  of  dressed 
poultry  is  noorly  organized  in  this  country  and  controlled  by 
a  rather  restricted  group  of  poultryme n  •  who  specialize  in 
expensive  gane  including  hares,  venison  and  r^^rtridges.  The 
Control  Board  for  Poultry  and  Eggs,  a  semi-official  entity,  now 
plans  to  establish  a  large  racking  and  freezing  plant.  I-foreover, 
this  will  be  coordinated  with  chain  grocery  s  tores  to  make 
distribution  of  noultrj'"  cheap  and  efficient.    An  extensive 
advertising  campaign  ^dll  be  used  to  stimulate  consumption, 
^er  capita  consumption  of  poultry  in  Denmark  is  low,  chiefly 
because  of  the  relatively  high  cost  of  the  meat  and  during  195ii 
consumption  per  person  was  estimated  at  ,66  pounds. 
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OUTLCOK 


Organization  of  the  Netherlands  breeding  program;    The  Dutch 
poultry  industry  is  based  on  a  sound^  rigidlj'-  controlled  breed- 
ing nrograiTij  which  can  be  divided  into  four  phases,    (l)  There 
are  about  200  licensed  chicken  breeders  in  the  country,  -Those 
farms  are  under  strict  supervision  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
Control  Board  for  Poultry  and  Eggs.     Two  senarate  flocks  are 
kept  on  these  Carms  (the  total  copulation  ranges  from  1,000- 
5,000  birds).    There  is  a  small,  high-standard  flock  which 
produces  the  hatching  eggs  for  the  larger  breeder  or  nroduction 
flock.  (2)  The  eggs  obtained  from  the  larger  flock  are  sold  to 
licensed  producers  of  hatching  eggs.    (3)  These  producers,  in 
turn,  are  authorized  to  sell  hatching  eg.^s  to  commercial 
hatcheries^  ik)  Finally,  the  commercial  hatcheries  sell  one- 
day  chicks  to  rioultry  farms.    All  transactions  from  unit  to 
unit  must  be  covered  by  certificates  or  semi-official  coupons 
to  assure  the  rigid  system  of  control. 

The  hatching  season  stretches  from  November  to  April  so 
as  to  spread  deliveries  of  eggs  evenly  over  the  year.  Pro- 
duction during  calendar  year  19$h  was  divided  as  follows: 
1st  quarter  23„8ioj  2nd  quarter  2k, 9^^',  3rd  nuarter  23. 7-^  and 
l|.th  quarter  27c6)o, 

Duck  Breeding;    It  is  centered  in  the  northern  part  of 
Gelderland  province^  where  four  large  breeders  operate  in 
one  town  -  Ermelo,    The  I^haki-Ca'-  pbell  breed  is  generally  used 
in  the  Netherlands  for  production  of  eggs.    Many  years  of 
experience  and  rigid  selection  have  enabled  Dutch  breeders  to 
produce  a  bird  mth  an  average  325  eggs  per  year.    Birds  for 
domestic  consumption,  the  Peking  vailety,  are  produced  by 
three  breeders  and  about  6C  fatteners.    This  is  a  relatively 
new  industry  started  in  19i;6  mth  13  hatching  eggs,  renortedly 
imported  from  Gennany,    In  19Sk    about  300,000  dressed  birds 
were  sold  and  the  bulk  exported.     It  is  expected  that  about 
600,000  birds  will  be  killed  in  the  coonerati  vely  owned  packing 
plant  during  1955.    It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  very  modem 
method  of  Dutch  origin  is  used  to  remove  the  last  stubble  from 
the  skin.    The  birds    are  dipped  in  wax,  which  is  later  pulled 
off,  removing  at  the  same  time  all  the  remaining  stubble. 
The  wax  can  be  used  again„    The  cooperative  had,  in  addition 
to  the    sale  of  birds,  an  extra  income  of  about  ip263,0C0  obtained 
from  sale  of  feathers  and  dox-m.. 


Cross  Breeding;    .i>Liring  1953^  ai'.out  cO  percent  of  all 
eggs  sold  to  hatcheries  were  from  single  cross  raatings<.  In 
1954^  this  rercentage  rose  to  ovbt  6^  percent »    I:ost  Important 
breeds  include  Lhite  Leghorns  (l9.3rO  and  Rhode  Island  Reds 
(13.2"),    So.me  producers  have  been  granted  nerrnission  to 
raise  crossbreeds  from  three  different  breeds,  ho^ever^,  the 
experience  gained  was  not  favorable  and  this  '-iractice  according 
to  the  authorities  x-dll  not  be  permitted  in  the  future. 

Hybrid  Breeding;  Dutch  breeders  plan  to  commence  a  "hybrid- 
ization r,rocram"j,  based  on  cooperation  among  all  200  breeders. 
Lack  of  car^ital  and  rather  small  private  flocks  make  an 
individual  annroach  to  this  nrogram  imnossible.    The  organiza- 
tion of  the  nresent  Dutch  breeding  urogram  will  be  used  as  a 
model  for  t^is  new  enterririse.    This  i-ill  enable  all  interested 
groups  to  keep  close  suriervision  of  the  development  and  opera- 
tion of  the  new  hybrid  program.    Two  of  the  largest  Dutch  feed 
supply  cooperatives  will  finance  and  supervise  the  program. 
About  20  important  noultr",'-  breeders  will  work  together  with 
the  coone  ratives ,    Development  of  this  "hybridization"  by  the 
cooneratives  vias,  for  the  most  part,  stimulated  by  the  initiative 
and  interest  of  a  ririvate  Dutch  feed  Indus tr^r,  a  local  representa- 
tive and  interest  of  a  private  Dutch  feed  industry^  a  local 
representative  of  a  U,  S.  hybrid  firm.    This  company  tjill^  if 
present  difficulties  caused  by  many  Dutch  regulations  are 
overcome,  be  able  to  supply  farmers  with  hybrid  chicks  by 
1956-57.    To  overcome  these  difficulties,  this  firm  has  started 
a  "breeding"  farm  so  the  last  meeting  will  occur  in  the 
Netherlands.    According  to  local  regulations,  the  sale  of 
one -day  old  chicks  from  imported  hatching  eggs  is  forbidden, 

Dutch  officials  have  indicated  they  welcome  the  estab- 
listment  of  affiliates  of  U.  S,  hybrid  breeding  ccnpanies  in 
the  Netherlands,  iT  a  full  program  or  the  entire  inbred  line 
will  be  set  up.    The  Dutch  will  not  accept  single  cross  eg';S 
from  the  U,       Officials  do  not  plan  to  nermit  a  development 
b-^  which  the  :^tch  noultn'-  farmers  would  become  entirely  depend- 
ent on  the  timely  and  regular  arrival  of  quality  eggs  from, 
the  U,  3.      Major  strikes,  war  or  changes  in  U,  ^,  breeding 
programs  could  either  temporarily  or  even  permanently  disrupt 
the  supply  of  laying  stock  and/t>r  damage  the  domestic  industry. 

This  circular  was  prepared  by  Herbert  W,  Ford  and  is  based  upon  a 
report  of  I'lr,  George  J,  Dietz,  Agricultural  Attache,  The  Hague, 

Livestock  and  Livestock  Products  Division,  Foreign  Agr.  Service, 
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iEXICO:     POULTRY  aI^D  jiGG  SITUATION 


IiTTOorts  of  eggs  and  baby  chicks  from  the  United  States  increased  sub- 
stantially in  195U  and  probably  amounted  to  ^bout  7,5  million  dollars.  Imports 
aeoorffited  for  about  10  percent  of  total  eg^;,  consumption.    The  government,  how- 
ever, is  trying  to  increase  domestic  production  and  a  substantial  increase 
probably  will  occur  in  late  1955.    Heavy  imports  probably  will  continue  during 
the  early  part  of  1955  but  may  decline  later. 


Production 

No  accurate  data  are  available  to  the  total  number  of  poultry  in  >iexico.  . 
but  data  from  the  1950  Census  are  almost  complete.    These  incomolete  returns 
indicate  about  the  following 'numbers  of  poultry  in  1950  including  substantial 
numbers  kept  in  town: 


Chickens  1000  Other  1000 

Hens         ..  21,300  Turkeys 

Roosters  3,600  Ducks  360 

Other  28,200  Geese  60 

Total  T3",100                        Total  2,670 


The  'embassy  estimates  that  by  mid-1955  the  nuirber  of  hens  will  be  increased 
to  about  26  million j  the  total  number  of  chickens  to  about  60  million  head,  and 
the  total  of  all  poultry  to  6U  million. 

Egg  production  in  195U  is  estimated  at  about  2.2  billion,  and  for  1955  is 
forecast  at  2,5  billion. 

Foreign  Trade 

Imports:    Hejdco  did  not  export  ooultry  or  eggs  in  195U  and  is  unlikely  to 
exoort  for  some  time.    Mexico  imported  principally  shell  eggs  and  baby  chicks 
in  195U  with  their  coming  almost  entirely  from  the  United  States.    Imports  of 
shell  e^gs  amounted  to  17,761,000  dozen  dIus  probably  about  1,678,000  dozen 
in  addition  that  entered  the  Free  Zones  along  the  border.    The  total  value  of 
shell  eggs  is  estimated  at  about  6,5  million  dollars. 
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Imports  in  19Sk  of  -oowdered  ee-gs,  570,000  nounds,  svA  smaller  -Quantities 
of  frozen  ergs,  18,000  T:ounis,  and  powdered  volks,  118,000  pounds,  and  albumen, 
61,000  TDOunds,  added  at  least  another  10  percent  to  the  imports  of  eggs. 

Imports  of  chicks  increased  from  2,9  million  in  1953  to  about  h.h  million 
head  in  195Ii,  worth  nearly  1.0  million  dollars. 

The  outlook  for  imports  in  1955  is  slightly  less  favorable  than  195ii.  The 
population  continues  to  increase  raDidly  and  the  consurrrotion  of  eggs  is  increas- 
ing, especially  while  imported  eggs  are  availc?ble  at  the  present  relatively  low 
prices,     i'his,  however,  may  be  o  'fset  by  the  anticipated  increase  in  domestic 
production.    Obviously  not  all  the  optimistic  plans  will  be  successful  but  a 
substantial  increase  in  production  is  anticipated. 

Mexican  Imports  of  Eggs  and  Egg  Products, 
by  Countries  in  195U 


 ''Quantity  

:  :  :  :  :  Denat-  : 

Country  :    Fresh  :  Frozen  :  Powdered  :  Yolks  :    ured  :  Albumen 

:    '.ggs  :    Eggs  :      Eggs      :  :  Yolks  : 

:  11000  :  1,000 r,''00O~~T  1,000  :  1,000  i  1,000 

:  dozen  :  pounds  :    pounds    :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

U.ci   :  17,761  :      18  :        398      :     118     :      30  :  51 

Netherlands   .   :        1/  :        0  :        133      :        0    :        0  :  6 

Denmark   :        0  :        0  :■         22      :        0    :       0  :  0 

Canada  0  :        0  :         17      :        0:        0  :  0 

Others   :        1/  ;        1/  :  1/    :        0  :        0  :  h 

Total   ...ri7,76l  :      18  :        570      :     113     :      30  :  6l 


 Value  

1,000  dollars 

U.S                               :    U,389  :         II            223  :      h9    :  20    :  38 

Netherlands                   :         1/  :         0    :        117  :        0    :  0    :  3 

Denmark                          :         0:          0:          21  :0:  0:  0 

Canada                           :          0:          0:           5:0:  0:  0 

ethers    :         1/  ;         1/  ;  1/  ;        0    :         0    :   2 

Total   i  :    h,3Q9  :         h'^        3^6  ':      Il9  20~1  HI 


Source:  Preliminary,  xmpublished  data  from  official  sources. 
1/  Less  than  500  dozen,    ,500  or  500  pounds. 
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.'iexican  Imports  of  Poultry  in  195h 
 '?.uantity  


Live  Poultry 


Meat 


'  ^^ighting 

Other 

Poult  ry 

Country  : 

Chicks  : 

Stock 

Poultry 

all 

:  i^umber 

;  Number 

Numbei- 

Pounds 

'U,39U,993 

1,556 

32,908 

r'/:    A  W  H 
56, 000 

Cuba  ,   ' 

l.UOO  : 

11  : 

8  ; 

0 

France   c . , . . . 

2,000  . 

3  : 

10  ! 

0 

TT  K 

0 

5 

0 

1  323 

Netherlands  » .  : 

0  : 

2  : 

;  13 

© 

Other  

0  : 

10 

2 

:  660 

Total  : 

398, 393  : 

1>587  : 

•      32, 9U  : 

57,671 

V  alue 


U.S. A   :  731,9 

Cuba   :  3 

France   :  1 3 

U.K.   :  0 

Netherlands   :  0 

Other  :  0 

Total  :  732. U 


1,000  dollars 


16,9 

1/ 
.1 

0 

1/ 
1/ 


17.0 


Source:  Preliminary,  unpublished  from  official  sources. 
1/  Less  than  ..>100, 


16. U 

0 

0 

.1 

0 

1/ 


16.6 


Outlook 

Heavy  imnorts  and  relatively  high  domestic  prices  for  eggs  in  ilexico 
continue  to  stimulate  interest  in  domestic  poultry  production.    The  number 
of  poultry  on  most  farms  is  still  small  but  the  number  of  relatively  large 
com.mercial  producers  shoiiLd  continue  to  increase. 

In  an  effort  to  reduce  imports  and  reduce  the  outflow  of  dollars,  the 
government  in  mid-195l4  prepared  plans  for  increased  egg  production.  The 
plan  involves  the  creation  of  12  poultry  production  centers  with  100  houses 
each  and  150  hens  per  house,  plus  facilities  for  incubation,  brooding  and 
preparation  of  feed  at  each  center.    During  1955  phases  of  this  plan  may  go 
into  operation.    In  addition,  the  government  actually  has  established  an 
incubation  and  brooding  center  at  Palo  Alta  near  Mexico  City,  with  10 
incubators,  with  a  capacity  of  10,000  e:;,gs  each.    This  center  reportedly 
began  production  in  November  195U  with  85,000  m.onth-old  chicks  Kliich  it 
sold  to  farmers  at  U  cents  each.    Plans  for  1955  are  to  increase  the  capacity 
of  this  center  to  200,000  chicks  a  month. 


this  circular  was  prepared  by  Herbert  "v'.  Ford  and  is  based  upon  a  report 
of  Mr.  Paul  G.  Minneman,  Agricul.tural  Counselor,  Mexico  City, 


Livestock  and  Livestock  Products  Division,  Foreign  Agr.  Service. 
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^UNITED  KIKGDOM 


By  William  D.  Termohlen  l/ 
r'arketing  Specialist 

3h  liifi  Urrltei  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  in  Europe  there  is  a  definite  need  for 
various  tjrpes  of  United  States  egg  and  poultry  products.    One  example  of  this 
is  the  fact  that  certain  United  States  processed  egg  products  for  bd<:  ing  and 
cooking  the  finest  nuality  foods  are  only  produced  by  United  States  firms. 

A  study  in  these  countries  shows  that  the    achieveinent  of  the  best  possible 
nutritious  diet  would  greatly  be  improved  if  the  per  carriita  supply  of  egg  and 
poultry  products  were  increased.    In  some  of  these  countries,  the  first  step 
for  increased  consumption  would  necessitate  the  importation  of  specific  United 
States  egg  and  ooultry  otoducts  to  guarantee  the  consumer  a  constant  supoly. 
As  these  products  continued  to  be  demanded  the  local  producer  could  expand  his 
production  accordingly. 

Britain,  Switzerland  and  'Western  Germany  were  visited  to  determine  the 
denand  for  United  otates  products  and  what  steps  must  be  taken  if  they  are 
going  to  be  imported  there. 


Ui^IITED  KINGDOM 

The  United  Kingdom  has  an  important  poultry  industry  2/':  but  imports 
(around)  on&- fourth  of  its  present  consumption. 


1/  The  author,  Mr.  Arlo  Turner  and  Mr.  Homer  Huntington,  well  known  in  the 
Poultry  Industry,  who  accompanied  Mr.  Termohlen,  wish  to  acknowledge  the 
valuable  assistance  and  information  supplied  by  our  Agricultural  Attaches, 
United  States  Government  officials  abroad,  local  Government  officials  and 
members  of  the  "oultry  Industry  in  the  countries  studied. 

2j  A  foreign  Agricultural  Circular,  "The  United  Kingdom's  Cgg  and  Poultry 
Situation"  will  be  published  soon  by  the  Foreign  Agricultxiral  Service. 
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uiritisii  trade  representacives  c  ns^ilted  expressed  the  desire  to  be  able 
to  pur-chase  products  from  the  United  states,     ihey  indicated,  for  example,  at 
varicus  times  of  the  year  they  could  sell  larg;e  quantities  of  turkeys.  Canned 
and  cooked  open  packed  poultry  reMains  a  definite  Possibility  if  United  states 
prices ^remain  attractive,    as  a  result  of  this  marketing  study  there  is  a  good 
possibility  in  the  near  future  United  Kingdom  importers  may  be  given  licenses 
and  letters  of  credit  to  purchase  1^250,000  worth  of  canned  cooked  poultry. 

Trade  representatives  indicated  they  would  prepare  a  document  to  enlist 
the  support  of  the  entire  poultry  trade  to  encourage  the  importation  of  United 
States  poultry  and  egg  products. 

he  British  importers'  enthusiasm  was  in  contrast  to  lack  of  interest  by 
National  Farmers  Union  representatives  and  an  attitude  of  caution  on  the  part 
of  British  veterinarians  who  indicated  they  felt  United  dtates  imports  would 
in  time  cause  noultry  disease  outbreaks  among  their  flocks » 

In  Britain  the  Government  has  adopted  a  policy  of  attempting  to  control 
Newcastle  through  quarantine  and  slaughter  within  their  poultry  industry  and 
in  addition  utilizes  the  embargo  method  to  prevent  poultry  coming  in  from 
countries  where  Newcastle  is  endemic^     It  is  reported  that  the  United  Kingdom 
approved  imports  from  countries  that  are  declared  to  be  disease-clean  by  a 
publication  prepared  by  an  International  Epizootic  organization  in  Paris. 
However,  it  should  be  pointed  out  since  19147  over  3^800  outbreaks  have  occurred 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  control  by  vaccination  is  not  permitted  and  is  not 
bei  ng  ccns  idered. 

Since  the  United  States  is  not  reported  as  free  of  ""'ewcastle  by  the  Paris 
Organization,  no  encouragement  by  United  Ki.ngdom  officials  towards  the  impor- 
tation of  United  States  fresh  or  frozen  noultry  meat  was  forthcomings  Available 
information  indicates  that  United  states  processors  for  7  years  have  shipped 
frozen  eviscerated  poultry  to  Switzerland  clean  of  Newcastle.     It  is  reported 
that  during  this  period  eveiy  shipment  of  frozen  United  States  chickens  and 
turkeys  entering  Switzerland  were  tested  and  all  were  passed  as  free  of  Mewc^£^le. 
Such  pr-rd-ucts  going  to  one  country  can  be  shipped  as  vrell  to  other  countries. 

United  states  poultry  meat,  it  might  be  pointed  out,  is  being  e^cported 
to  the  United  Kingdom  for  ovr  armed  forces.    These  products  can  be  used  in 
military  messes,  clubs  and  P.      lunch  counters,  etc.,  where  the  scraps  and 
bones  are  destroyed  according  to  British  program  requirements.     United  States 
military  housewives  cannot  buy  these  products  to  take  home  and  prepare,  '/ith 
British  cooperation,  it  is  believed  United  States  products  could  go  the  next 
step  and  be  sold  commercially  mthout  endangering  Britain's  poviltry  industry. 

Some  individuals  said  there  would  oe  little  or  no  danand  for  United  States 
shell  eggs.     Furthermore,  it  was  indicated  additional  egg  imports  would  increase 
the  cost  of  the  guaranteed  United  Kin.edoia  suppo  t  price  uiugram.  Increased 
imnorts  of  dried  eggs,  it  is  reported,  would  ^ncve.?\se  the  cost  of  disposing 
of    inistry  of  Food  frozen  egg  stocks » 


oi/^ITZERL.J^JD 


Switzerland  durin^  its  lov  production  period  is  de^-iendent  on  im-oorts  of 
eg;,  and  'poultry  oroducts.     Imported  eggs  ?re  taxed  to  support  the  egg  subsidy 
nroLTam,      'anish  ejgs  are  delivered  to  Sx^itzerland  h  days  after  they  are  ordered 
but  '^■gs  from  the  'Jnited  otates  take  3  weeks,    Danish  eggs  are  preferred  because 
of  the  impossibility  to  foresee  price  changes  during  the  3-week  time  lag.  Swiss 
importers  from  oeptember-'Jecember  19^h  purchased  over  33,000  cases  of  United 
otates  eggs.     In  the  future  greater  sales  Dromotion,  and  providing  the  Swiss 
with    eggs  during  this  period,  should  ^rove  fruitful  in  market  development. 

An  extensive  promotion  campaign  on  the  part  of  United  states  poultry 
industry''  should  make  Switzerland  a  desirable  market.     In  19Sk  the  Unite!  otates 
e:'norted  the  following:    cnickens  and  canons  -  330,000  pounds;  dried  eggs  - 
30,000  pounds  and  a  small  amount  of  canned  chicken. 

WEST  GERMANY 

■est  Germany's  egg,  chicken  meat  and  turkey  industry  is  expanding  but  yet 
it  must  still  import  these  products.     Its  markets  displayed  products  from 
lenmark,  -^'he  Netherlands,  Poland,  Hungary  and  Yugoslovia. 

Poultry  products  from  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  were  seen  everywhere,  ^t 
seems  apparent  steps  should  be  taken  to  make  this  market  available  to  U,  3, 
exporters.    Some  of  the   -est  German  imnarters  e:xpre5sed  interest  in  importing 
American  egg  and  poultry  ^products,     ■'•hey  said  they  TOuld  urge  the  German 
Government  to  put  eggs  and  poultry  on  the  free  list.    If  this  is  accomplished 
it  diould  cause  an  increase  of  United  States  sales  to  Germany, 

United  States  hybrids  have  become  popular  in  Belgium  and  the  Dletherlands 
and  various  German  bre,9ders  would  like  to  obtain  united  States  hybrid  stock. 

It  is  reriorted  that  vaccination  for  the  control  of  -%wcastle  in  Germany 
is  compulsory.  Ihis  method  proves  sound  in  a  country  where  poultrj"-  products 
must  be  imported  since  it  is  not  self-sufficient.  Germany  imported  from  a 
number  of  countries  vdiich  include  Poland  and  Hungary  which  are  understood  to 
have  ^lewcastle  and  apparently  no  bad  disease  effects  resulted  because  of  the 
vaccination  practise. 

G'N.H/lL  Obo^iWr.i'IuNS 

•^he  aothor's  personal  observations  and  beliefs  are  that  free  flow  of 
trade  is  being  hindered  by  roadblocks  in  the  way  of  economic  restrictions 
and  so-called  protective  health  measures.  Too  often  the  so-called  health 
measures  are  adopted  without  actual  factual  information  that  there  is  possible 


■ianger  of  the  introduction  ol'  disease  iniecLion.     In  r:any  instances  these 
restrictions  are  baged  upon  assumption  and  in  actuality  operate  as  economic 
barriers  designed  to  build  up  the  local  poultry  industry.    .xS  a  word  of 
caution  it  should  be  suggested  that  in  an  effort  to  develop  United  states 
markets  for  poultry  products  in  foreign  countries  having  such  restrictions^ 
the  industry  of  this  country  should  be  careful  not  to  add  a  number  of  domestic 
health  restriction  programs  in  order  to  export  to  such  countries.     This  would 
lead  to  unnecessary  extra  'Jnited  States  production  costs  through  additional 
and  compulsory  sanitation  restrictions  and  inspections,  and  could  disccirrage 
domestic  consumption. 

The  United  States  Poultry  Industry ^  ty  producing  wholesome  and  quality 
products,  especially  during  the  past  fifteen  years  has  grown  tremendously 
without  such  restrictions  and  it  is  believed  that  unfettered  it  will  continue 
to  grow  in  the  future.  It  must  constantly  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  substantial 
proportion  of  the  producers  of  chicken  and  turkey  meat,  which  moves  into 
commerce-  in  this  c^^untry,  are  utilizing  sound  production  practices  (for 
example,  as  vaccinations  and  other  poultry  disease  control  measures).  As 
a  result,  without  diffic-ulty  or  introduction  of  restrictions,  it  will  be 
possible  to  send  excellent  nrotucts  to  other  countries. 


Livestock  and  Livestock  ^roducts  -Division,  foreign  Agr.  Service 
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Ul\fHi)D  KIivfGlX^k  LGd  UID  POULTRY  bITU..TIO|I 

llu.  S.  DEPARTl^ENT  Or 

The  United  Kingdom's  egg  production  continued  to  increase  in  195^,  further 
replacing  imports  which  axe  now  less  than  half  their  prewar  level.    As  market 
uncertainties  have  led  to  a  reduction  of  hen  num"Hers  in  195^.  egg  production  is 
aot  expected  to  increase  in  1955.     Imports  of  shell  eggs  may  increase  and  there 
are  possi"ble  outlets  for  U.b,  dried  eggs  for  the  food  industries,  "hut  large 
government  stocks  of  frozen  eggs  will  reduce  the  demand  for  this  product  in  1955. 


i>KODUGTlOM 


Poultry  Mium"hers; 


The  June  census  shrwedr  a  marked  reduction  of  fowl  num'hers  in  195^>  par- 
ticularly in  Northern  Ireland,    There  was  a  decrease  in  Britain  in  the  num"her 
af  Tsirds  under  6  months,    December  estimates  of  fowl  over  six  months  in  England, 
Wales  and  Scotland  revealed  a  moderate  decline  in  195^  compared  to  1953. 
Birds  under  six  months  rose  sharply  "hut  this  expansion  may  have  reflected  in- 
creased rearings  for  the  Christmas  trade  rather  than  replacements  for  the  laying 
flock. 


United  Kingdom:    Fowl  on  Farms 


Fnwl  over  6  months 


Fowl  under  6  months 


Date 


:England:               : Northern  :  Total  :Sngland 
:  and      : Scotland:  Ireland  : United  :  and 
;  Wales  ;  :      1/   : Kingdom:  Wales 


Thousands   


Juno  iS53:  27,950 
Dec.  1953:2/4^,098 
June  1954:  27,791 
Sec 1954-  2/43,762 


:  4,656 

:  6,975 

: 39,581  ■ 

36,214  , 

4,876  : 

6,845 

:  47,935 

6,196 

:  4,545 

:  5,946 

: 38,284  : 

32,776  . 

4,110  : 

:  41,922 

7.882  : 

rNorthern  :  Total 
Scotland:  Ireland  :  United 
 :      1/        : Kingdom 


1/  For,  lorthem  Ireland  the  dividing  age  is  five  months,  2/  Englai^d,  Wales 
and  Scotland. 


This  circular  was  prepared  "by  Norman  J.  P*ttipaw  and  is  "based  upan 
a  report  of  Mr.  Jio'f-iert        G-astinea\L,  Assistant  Agricultural  Attache,  Londen, 
and  British  Pu"hlications. 
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For  the  year  ending  Way  3I,  1954  egg  production  was  estimated  at  733  million 
d^zen,  compared  with  690  million  dozen  in  the  previous  12  months  and  556  million 
dozen  in  1938-39.    For  the  calendar  year  195^  estimated  total  egg  praduction 
showed  little  change  frem  the  I953  level,  a  reduction  in  the  numTier  of  layers 
•being  offset  hy  higher  rates  of  lay,  which  may  reflect  a  switch  from  rpen-range 
to  more  intensive  methods  of  production  as  well  as  the  end  of  feed  rationing  in 
Jiugust  1953. 

jigg  production  in  I955  may  "be  a^b-ut  the  same  as  in  195^,  as  an  increase  in 
efficiency       may  offset  a  reduced  numTier  of  hirds.    Producers  will  "be  affected 
■by  any  change  in  the  guaranteed  price  for  1955-56,  the  possi'hility  of  a  limita- 
tion on  the  quantity  of  eggs  to  which  the  guaranteed  price  applies  and  "by  any 
changes  in  marketing  arrangements.    Production,  "because  «f  guaranteed  prices,  is 
less  affected  "by  price  than  are  imports, 

PcTiltry  Meat: 

The  production  rf  p«ultry  meat  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  increased  in  recent 
years  with  government  incentives  .Ter-capita  ccnsumptien,  however,  is  fcnly  a"hcut 
5  pounds  per  year, 

FOEBIGH  TBaIE 


Commercial  :3upplies  and  Imports  of  bhellEggs; 

The  tetal  commercial  supply  of  eggs  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  195^  was  a"b'^ut 
12  percent  greater  than  in  1953,    The  commercial  supply  of  domestic  eggs  rose  "by 
19  percent  "but  imports  declined  "by  11  percent.    The  increase  in  commercial 
supplies  was  partly  due  ts  an  increase  in  the  proportion  ef  eggs  marketed  through 
packing  stations. 

Minimum  guaranteed  prices  encouraged  producers  to  sell  eggs  to  packing 
stations  rather  than  to  local  consumers,    before  World  \i&r  II,  Britain  produced 
a"b3ut  half  sf  its  commercial  supply  of  eggs,  "Hut  n^w  produces  nearly  four-fifths 
ef  its  supply. 


I 
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jmiT^B  KldODOn:    COl-ii-iliSCLJ:.  SUPPLY  xdW  li^'iPORTS 

OF  SHELL  EGGS 


Item 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Million  dffzen 

Great  Britain 

4l4,21 

NcrtJaern  Ireland  shipments  : 

7.1. .  ^iN- 

64.68 

Total  United  Kingdom 

478.89 

Ex  stere  : 

8.31 

Imports  frrm: 

Denmark  ; 

80. 33 

:  85.28 

90.08 

Irish  £ep-a"blic 

:  18.47 

21,50  : 

6.13 

Aus  tralia 

16.36 

14.24 

10.76 

South  -tiXrica 

:  4.87 

:  6,02 

3.67 

aland 

:  2.01 

6.72  . 

2,88 

Ue the r lands 

:          0.63  . 

4.68 

Hcrway 

.64 

Belgium 

.36 

Sweden 

.37 

Other  countries 

0,17 

:  0.14 

.14 

I'otal  Imports 

:  122.21 

L      134.53  . 

119.71 

i'otal  commercial  supplies 

495.86 

541,24 

606,91 

Sgp^  Products: 


The  principal  processed  egg  product  imported  inta  the  United  Kingdom  in  1954 
was  frozen  whnle  egg  of  which  the  Ministry  of  Pood  remained  the  scle  importer 
until  the  30th       June,  after  which  imports  from  the  sterling  area  were  placed 
on  "Open  General  License"  "but  a  quota  system  was  agreed  with  the  principal 
experting  countries.    Imports  from  other  countries,  except  the  dollar  area, 
were  permitted  under  specific  licenses.    Total  receipt  in  1954  were  8  percent 
higher  than  a  year  earlier,  although  61  percent  lower  than  prev/ar.    There  was 
a  marked  increase • in  supplies  from  Australia  which  mere  than  offset  reduced 
amounts  from  Communist  China,  Poland  and  Tiirkey, 

Tatal  receipt  Df  dried  eggs  were  3,350,000  pounds  greater  than  a  year  earlier 
as  there  was  a  su'bstantial  import  of  dried  whole  eggs  from  China  for  the  first 
time  since  the  war,    Imp'^rts  of  frezen  al'bumen  alsr  increased  markedly  cempared 
with  1953>  the  "bulk  coming  from  the  Irish  Hepu>ilic,  -.ustralia  and  I/estem 
iJurcpean  ceuntries,    (See  Ta"ble  en  page  4) 

Pouitjiy  Jyfeat: 

Total  imports  of  poultry  meat  int©  the  United  Kingdom,  the  wcrld's  largest 
importer  of  psultry,  continued  t«  decline  in  1954.  (See  ta"Hle  on  page  5) 
The  Irish  iiepuhlic,  almost  all  of  whose  pcultry  exports  go  to  the  United  Kingdom,- 
has  "been  the  major  supplier  in  recent  years. 


\miW  KIIGDOM:  IIIPORTS  OP  PROCSSSED 


r'roduct  ciid  bourcp 

1  oqP, 
. .  ■'-  yj^ 

T  Q  £^0               V  ■ 

..1953  3 

X"7  J'r 

X  J  UU  L/    !JU  LLU.U.  b 

1   nno  — vi-MTn,-''  c 

1    000  -^OTind «! 

JL  ^\J^\J      -Jw  vCJ  1^  0 

Dried  VJhol  n  Ih^f 

O 

91  Q  8 
^X7,0 

DO/,1 

Xo  U 

111.  "5 

XX  J. 

0  tlier=! 

^  e  'J 

TIT  "5 

lo  tal  : 

711  Q 

90  Q 
(  7  e  7 

9  78^4'  8 

Dried  Yolk 

China 

7Q  7 

Denuejrk  : 

9  ^ 

Q7  4 
7  f 

Others 

9 

17  6 
X  r  ,  u 

■fotal  ] 

"-rXO  .  O 

 —  —  —  — 

J'O.  7 

1  oil  7 

x/ried  AUDmaen  1/ 

Ho  a;:  Kon,'>' 

0*50  ft 

99 

China 

118  8 
XXO  .  Cj 

^1  "3  8 

T^X  ^  •  <-» 

81 8  ? 

Western  Gernc ny 

7  ft 

X-J  -  J? 

in  0 

^X  •  K) 

'X 

Others 

198  4 

Zl.  Q 

J  J..!:.  J.. 

l48  8 

Total 

1    070  0 

1    09?  2 

Frozen  Who! «  lirPI 

Australia 

717  7 

17  99'^  7 

16  "^80  Q 

-?7  1  '-'^x  •  c 

Hew  Zealf'nd 

X±  ^C. 

:  1,0^0,3 

bouth  Africa 

Iv?  n 

9  097 

9   ?i4'8  ^5 

Chinr> 

Go ,  X  eO 

7,73^.5 

33,090.0 

on  C no  1 
:     <c  U ,  0  U<; ,  X 

Poland 

1  "^^7  'i 

X  )            (    c.  J) 

1   60*1  6 
X , ^yj^^ 

it  ZxOI  9 

x^urkey 

2  021 

Others 

iZi  707  2 

997  ? 

8n  9 

:  te.A_ 

I'd  tal 

J?y'»^^X.^ 

Frozen  Yolk 

Austral ia 

2/ 

•^AXbXl  -fcVcOUUxlC 

:  17.9 

'  33.0 

Artcentina 

"^7  f\ 

Turkey 

9  / 

xuu ,  0 

Others 

--^j!  

 r  

<T  9 

Q  9 
7.<o 

Total 

9  / 

1  71  7 

X  rx,  ^ 

1  7A  Zlr 

Frozen  Albuiaen 

Austrd-ia 

?/ 

9  <1  0 

o  / 

:  H'39,'+ 

i^ennark 

9  / 

- 

:  213.5 

^  111  \  \^ 

9iL  < 

.          oh.cs  c 
:  '^'+v.3 

Itily 

7.1 

LI  : 

1  "^"^  7 

900  7 

130  .*+ 

:  '^3^«3 

Otliers 

-  — fewt-  -  

1 1  /i.  Q 
xx'v.  7 

971  1 

•x'otal  ; 

2/ 

332.  o". 

465.0 

1,869.6 

China  ; 

2/ 

358.1 

Others  : 

—  2/  

:  2.0- 

 ^ 

Total  " 

2/ 

:  2.0 

359.0 

1/  altaen  only  in  1933  end  1951-53;  all  eltaen  in  195^.  2/  In  1938  "Frozen 
Yolk,  frozen  allDUiaen  ..nd  liouid  egg"  ^re  included  with  frozen  v/hole  "e,:;^". 


UinTKD  KIUGDOH:     liCORT^  OF  POULTRY  M^T 


Year  : 

Amcunt 

:        (1.000  TDOxmds) 

1938 

^9,358 

1950 

:  70,325 

1951 

64,328 

1952 

;  5^,^52 

1953 

39.016 

29,120 

P^'Wls 


IMimP  KINGDOM  II^eORTS  OF  POULTRY 
  1938  


1954 


Irish  Reputdic 

Canada 

Australia 

Htmgary 

U.S.b.R. 

P eland 

Netherlands 

Yugoslavia 

Runianla 

Denmark 

Others 

Total 
Ducks  and  Geese 
Irish  Republic 
Rumania 
Argentina 
V/est  Germany 
Denmark 
Others 

Total 

Turkeys 
Irish  RepulDlic 
Canada 
Australia 
Poland 
.Argentina 
Hungary 
Uruguay 
Denmark 
France 
Yugaslavia 
Lithuania 
Others 

Tatal 


1,000  pounds 
5,376 
896 

7,392 

672 

672 
2,688 

224 

672 

1,344 


19,936 

672 
224 
224 


672 


1,792 

5,376 
448 
224 
224 

2 ,  Olf. 

8,960 

1,120 
224 
896 

4,i!80 
672 

_  224 
24,864 


1,000  prunds 
6,944 

448 


6,272 
224 


13,888 
896 


224 

896 
224 


2,240 

8,736 

1,344 

1,3^4 

896 
224 
448 

T2',992 
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FOREION  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

UNITED  STATES    DEPARTMENT    OF  AGRICULTURE 
FORE'GN    AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE 
WASH  I  NGTON,  D.  C. 


FPE  6-5^ 


GERMANY:    IMPORTER  OF  EGG  AM)  POULTRY  PRO 

SUMMARY 

,,i;s  curing-  the  eleven  Lion';hs  Jcix 


bout  2,27  "billion  end.  were  thus  t-bout  32  percent  ^recter  tilSrtF- 


lurocrts  of  fresh 
ou  oi.led 

billion  iiiiportecl.  duriiio  the  ssjae  x^eriod  a  7eGr  ago.     Although  the 


3RRENT  smifil  ' 


total  supply 


of  fresh  e-^s  is  approximately  70  percent' of  ■  domestic  -production,  coKmercial 
mc^.rketin^s  ere  iiiaae  up  to  aoout  the  sene  percentage  "by  imported  eg-^s,  mainly 
from  the  Netherlands  and  Denmark, 

iist,s  and  poultry  are  lilaeralized  in  trc.de  between  Germany  and    the  CESC 
area,  but  are  not  included  on  the  list  of  liberelized  coods  from    the  Dollar 
area.     It  is  hoped  that  the  continuing  discussions  between  the  Ilission  and  the 
German  au.thorities  mry  lead  to  inclusion  of  these  and    similtr  items  on  the 
free  list, 

r-oul try  hold in^,s  on  December  3,  195^  at  about  the  same  level  as  a  ye^r  arc, 
i.e.  >  59  million,  of  v;hich  a^rpro;:imately  90  percent  were  laying;  hens, 

'j?he  egg-feed-price  ration  in  Germany  remained  less  favorable  throughout  the 
jezx  than  in  neighboring  co\intries,     i-'here  was  a  slov/dov/n-  in  rejuvenction  of 
flocks, 

'i?otal  egg  production  in  195^  is  estimated  at  about  6.1  billir.n,  as  compared 
with  5.3  caid  5,5  billion  respectively  in  1952  and  1953. 

Sgg  consuTnption  for  the  cotintrji'  as  a  v/hole  is  estimcted  at  l60  eggs  per 
person  per  year,  Urben  consumption  is  estimated  at  only  around  l40  eggs  per 
person  ]per  year. 

Prices  on  the  commercial  market  were  about  11  percent  below  1953  levels, 

Poultrj'-  meat  production  ?nd  consunrotion  remained  relatively  unimportant, 
c-t  cJTound  129.5  million  pounds,  with  a  production  forecast  for  1955  of  129,6 
million  pounds,  i,e,,  2,2  pounds  of  meat  per  head  of  poultry  per  year, 

POBEIGl  TRAJM 

Imports:    Preliminary  data  on  foreign  trade  during  January-Hovember  195^ 
(latest  available  dc.ta)  report  imports  of  eggs  aiid  poultry  at  the  record  level 
of  99,7  million  dollars,  an  increase  of  34->  above  1953.     Im^wrts  of  poultry 
meat,  fresh  coid  processed  eggs  were  higher  than  in  anj'-  postxfar  yecr,     Phe  main 
suppliers  continued  to  be  Hollcjad  (62p)  and  Denmark  (1^,j)  e::cept  for  processed 
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eggs,  for  which  China  remained  the  main  source  of  supply.    Imports  of  powdered 
eggs  from  the  United  States  were  negligible.    Fresh  eggs  from  Argentina  and 
Australia  entered  the  German  market  in  small  quantities  during  19514-  and  for 
the  first  time  in  the  postxirar  period  were  of  some  significance. 

Exports 

German  exports  continued  insignificant  and  consisted  mainly  of  poultry  meat 
sales  to  Great  Bi-itain  and' Switzerland,  although  there  were  some  exports  of  fresh 
and  processed  egg  products,  the  latter  being  either  straigh:t^  re-exports  or  ex- 
ports of  products  made  with  im-norted  processed  eggs, 

WESTERN  GERMANY:    FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  POULTRY, 
JAIWARY-NOVEIffiER  195U 


or  I>estinc.tion 
Live  xoultry 
Austria 
iJetxierlcUids 
Ju^o slavia 
Others 
.Jotal 


Iuia"ber      ' '  l  /OOQ  dollcrs 


39,790 
2,096 

9,905 
51,791 


60 
3 
_2 
70 


Number 
1,371 


6,70^ 


8,075 


1_,_000  dollars 
3 

6 

91 


1,000 

Poultry  Heat,  incl .Livers 


BP-Unds  L,.000  dollars.    1^0_00  pounds.     LjO 00  dollars. 


Bulgaria 
Lenmark 
Finlcmd 
FrcJice 

U-reat  Britain 
Hungajy 
Hetherl<;jids 
Worway 
Poland 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Yugoslavia 
Others 
To  tal 


22 
5,672 
90 
2 

1,030 
22,317 
37 
1,060 

9 

1,087 

 81 

31,^07 


9 

1,721 
23 
5 

.  >377 
6,727 
9 

361 

299 

.  22 

9,561 


113 


176 


56 


289 


6if 


120 
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Coimtry  of  orisin 
or  "JJestin^.ticn 
Chicken  S^-^s.  fresh 


JLb'ffiftil  G_._ilL\..Y:  FOxiLIvi.^  Ja^JM  Ui 


.GGS 


Igrports 
1,000   Eggs  1,000  Dallars 


j.rg;entine. 

14  9^8  ■ 

676 

xi.ustrcul  ia 

29. 12-^  ■ 

1,192 

Belgium 

23.930  ' 

753  ' 

Bulgaria 

23,345  ' 

792 

Czechoslovakia 

14,2|6  • 

347 

Denmark 

321-534 

12 , 034 

Finlsund 

586 

20 

France 

8. 304 

254 

_ 

16 

Great  Britain 

•  952 

Hungary 

20,684 

545 

Ireland 

34,684 

969 

Netherlands 

1,451,568 

54,067 

Norway 

10,834 

3^8 

i^oland 

120,594 

3,525 

Sweden 

84,120 

2,792 

Switzerland 

;  64 

:  3 

Yugo  slavia 

'  107,786 

3,094 

Others 

:  87 

6 

•  _M 

 1 

■  2,266,396 

'  81,314 

1,060 

=  20 

1.000  Sggs 


Helper  ts 

1_^000  Dollar^ 


Ocher  S^^gs^  fresh 
Hetherlands 
Others 
Total 

x-rocessed  .^.^gs 


1.000  liggs 

5,755 
'  48 

5,803 
1,000  pounds 


1.000  Dollars 


1.000  Bggs      IjOOO  Dcllars 


172 

 3 

175 

1,000  Dc liars       1,000  pounds      1.000  Dollars 


Argentina 

:               52  . 

97  : 

Austria 

26 

:  10 

Belgium 

29 

Chile 

7 

\  3 

China 

5,358 

6,462 

Cu"ba 

:  7 

i  7 

Czech©  Slovakia 

31 

55 

Denmark 

557 

706 

France 

211 

:  274 

Ireland 

16 

:  21 

Italy 

70 

92 

iii  ether  lands 

491 

;  400 

Polcjad 

318 

253 

Sweden 

169 

:  204 

USA  ; 

3 

:               6  : 

Yug©  slavia 

62 

37 

0  thers 

8 

12 

24  ; 

 3. 

2^  tal 

^    7,361. 

8,648 

64  .  .  . 

boxirce:  Federd  Statistics  Office:  «Der  \ussenhandel  der  BundesrepulDlik 
Deutschland"  ,  rart  II,  H*>veml)er  1954, 


PRODUCTION 


Poultry  Numbers : 

According  to  preliminary  results  of  the  annual  Federal  Livestock  Census  in 
Decom"ber,  the  19^k  poultry  population  remained  unchanged  as  compared  with  1953, 
at  nearly  ^9  million  head,  but  with  certain  minor  changes  between  the  various 
classes, 

WESTERN  GERMANY:  POULTRY  POPULATION,  DECEI4BER  CENSUS 


Hens  under  1  year 
Hens  over  1  jrear 

Total  hens 
Rooster,  Slaughter 
Chickens,  Chicks 

Total  Chickons 
Total  Geese 

Total  Ducks 
Turkeys,  Guinea  Fowl_, 

Bantams 

TOTAL  POULTRY 


Source:    Federal  Statistics  Office,  "Statistischc  Bcrichte",  No.  IIl/l5  series. 
Egg  Production; 

Total  domestic  chicken  egg  production  during  19514  is  estimated  at  about  6 
billion  eggs,  or  about  11  percent  above  domestic  production  in  1953.    The  average 
lajring  rate  per  hen  is  estimated  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  at  ll5  eggs  per 
year  as  against  113  used  a  year  ago* 

Poultry  Moat  Production 

In  the  absence  of  official  poultry  meat  production  statistics,  estimates  for 
1951j.  and  1955  continue  to  be  based  on  the  Federal  Ministry's  estimate  of  2,2 
pounds  of  meat  per  head  of  poultry  per  year,  129.5  million  pounds  for  195^;,  and 
a  production  forecast  of  129.6  million  pounds  for  1955. 


ii  V  L.  X  d 

1935-38  : 

1952 

'  1953 

Preliminary  * 

I95i4  • 

as  %  of 
1953  _ 

1^000 

i^ooo  . 

l_^00_0  ; 

I5,2a5  ; 
32.870  . 

UBTll^  : 

I8,i;88 
29,8ii7 
"118,335 

:  21,517 

.    30; 770 

:  52,287 

.  21,177 
.  30,976 
52,153 

98.ii 
100.7 
.  99.7 

3,009 
5l,12U 
2,218 
1,081 

.  3,009 
5l,3Ui4 
:  2,09lj 
:  1,001 

:  3,079 
:  55,366 
2,261 

.  2,872 
55,025 
2,200 
:  l,22i4 

:  93.3 
:  99.h 
.  97.3 
:  109.2 

171 
5U,59U 

329 
51i,768 

.  58,7li8 

338 
;  58,787 

■  97.1 
.  100.1 
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El.icls  .iiD  icULi:^u?ij.ik 

Egg  prices  were  generally  a'bcut  11>  iDelow  1953  ^^ut  seasonc:.l  fluctuations^ 
v/ere  greater  than  during  the  preceding  years  liecf.use  of  the  absence  of  official 
or  private  egg  storage  waich  has  usually  had  a  leveling  effect  on  spring  and 
fcai  prices^    -Is  a  whole,  inland  egg  prices  were  determined  by  developments ^ an 
the  Dutch  and  Danish  egg  markets  since  domestic  eggs  reach  the  market  anly  dur- 
ing late  winter  and  early  spring  months  in  sufficient  q.uantities  to  have  an 
influence  on  the  price  formation.    D-'oring  the  first  jrive  months  of  195^  ©SS 
prices  declined  to  the  Iswest  level  since  the  Introduction  of  an  import ^duty  for 
eggs  in  June  1951,    This  v;as  the  result  of  the  seasonally  lower  German  demand  at 
the  "beginning  of  the  yeSiV  which  coincided  with  heavy  export  svirpluses  of  the 
Dutch  and  Danish  producers^     The  earlier  begin  of  the  laying  season  in  Holland 
and  Denmark  also  caused  an  earlier  annual  decline  in  egg  production,  so  that  the 
seasonal  rise  in  egg  prices  in  195^  set  in  slightly  earlier  than  during  the 
preceding  year.    However,   lugast  offerings  of  Dutch  eggs  from  the  new  laying 
season  accompanied  by  offerings  from  Denmark.  Poland  and  Yugoslavia  resulted  in 
a  drop  in  prices  which  was  also  favored  by  the  change  to  the  lower  "winter" ^ 
import  duty  on  eggs  en  September  1^     Increasing  d9mestic  consumer  demand,  higher 
imp&rt  requirements  of  the  other  liuropean  egg  importing  coiintries  (Great  Britain, 
Pr^aice,  Italy)  and  the  absence  of  domestic  eggs  in  commercial  chejinels  increased 
prices  temporarily  during  November,  but  a  decline  again  set  in  in  December  v/hen 
domestic  production  began  to  enter  the  commercial  market^ 

'The  processed  egg  market  during  195^  \;as  ouiot,  with  supply  and  demand 
fairly  well  balanced.    Because  of  the  declining  tendency  in  prices  for  fresh 
eggs  which  began  at  the  eM  of  1953,  -ti^e  egg  surplus  ceuntries  increased  their 
-production  of  fluid,  frozen  ind  dried  eggs,  which  resulted  in  abundant  of fers 
to  German  importers  at  considerable  price  concessions „     In  Germany,  prices  for 
processed  eggs  declined  by  between  l6  -  28,^  from  December  1953  to  .lugust  195^. 
Since  regular  sta.tistics  on  processed  egg  prices  are  not  readily  available  and 
quotations  ap-pear  only  occasionally  in  the  trade  press,  beginning  August  o^uota- 
tions  are  the  latest  available: 

Wholesale  Selling  Price 
(Dollars  per  pound) 
Frozen  \j"hole  'Jgg  «26  -  ,29 

Salted  '^gg  Yolk  »56 
Dried  Uhole  Sgg  .9^ 
Dried  ..gg  Yolk,  Spray  1.17  -  1*2^ 

Due  to  the  fact  that  Great  Britain,  an  importc'nt  tiUi^er  of  frozen  whole  egg, 
has  accumulated  large  stocks  u.nd  with  ample  suoply  from  China,  the  ITetherlands 
cJid  Denmark  continuing,  prices  remained  at  the  low  level  until  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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_Poultr7_Meat: 

The  poultry  meat  market  during  19^1j.  showed  little  variation  as  compared  with 
the  patt(?rn  of  the  preceding  year, 

Currcnjb  Marketing  Situatiori  and  Outlook': 

At  the  beginning  of  1955,  the  egg  market  experienced  the  customary  seasonal 
low.    An  ample  supply  from  foreign  and  domestic  sources  and  seasonally  decreased 
consumption  further  reduced  prices,  which  may  be  expected  to  follow  or  fall  lower 
than  the  195U  level. 

The  favorable  feed-egg  price  ratio  in  the  Netherlands  and  Denmark  in  19^h 
resulted  in  increases  in  laying  hens.    Laying  rates  likewise  wore  increased  so 
that  available  export  supplies  will  be  higher  than  ever  before.    Pressure  from 
these  sources  on  the  German  domestic  market  is  to  be  expected  and  the  clamoring 
for  added  protection  may  be  renewed  by  the  German  producer  interests, 

POULTRY  AW  EGG  CONSUMPTION 


Eggs_: 

Lower  19$k  prices  and  consumer  preference  for  high  quality  non-bulky  foods 
stimulated  egg  consumption  which,  according  to  calculated  estimates  given  belotvr, 
was  Ih  percent  above  19^3, 

WESTERN  GERI4ANY:    ESTE4;\TED  FRESH  EGG  CONSUMPTION,  1952-195U  1/ 

 19511 


Number  of  laying  Hens,  December  Census 

Preceding  Year  (000  head) 
Laying  Rate  (eggs/hen/ycar) 
Domestic  Production( million  eggs) 

thereof  hatching  eggs  {^%) 
Available  as  Food  (million  eggs) 
LriTDorts  (million  eggs) 

TOTAL  AVAILABLE  (million  eggs) 

Per  Capita  Consumption  ( eggs/cap/year) 


1952 


112 
5,316 

_  -266 

5;o5o 

1,612 
"^,'662 

132 


1953 


1^8,335 
-113 

_  _273 
57189 
2/  1^962 
2/  7,l5l 

li;0 


52,287 
116 

6,065 
303 
5";762 
2^  ^26 
8,2M 


160 


i/"  Population  (incl.  West  Berliny~as  of  end  of  June  19^2 

1953 
1951; 

2/  Revised,    3/  Preliminary, 

Source:  Calculated  on  basis  published  statistics. 


5o;61;3,"'obo 
51; 189, 000 

51,709,000 
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lii  analyzing  ohe  atove  data,  it  must  'oe  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  while 
ab:tut  7Q,c  of  the  total  1954  egg  supply  v/as  provided  hy  domestic  producticn,  cnly 
about  one-sixth  z>f  domestic  production  reaches  urban  marketing  channelSc  Some 
3  billion  eggs  are  used  on  farms  and  abiut  1^5  billion  are  sold  directly  off 
farms,  leaving  about  a  billion  entering  coDimercial  distribution,    V/ith  total 
urban  consumption  at  around  3  t®  3<,5  billion,  commercial  marketings  are  made  up 
dmost  yOyj  by  imported  supplies^     The  below-average  urban  egg  consumption  is 
also  indicated  by  data  available  from  a  Federal  survey  on  fo©d  consumption  in  ■ 
middle  class  employee  households.     According  to  estimates  for  195^,  annual  per 
capita  consumption  in  this  category  totaled  l4o  eggs  (1953  =  129)  as  compared 
with  ihe  federal  average  ©f  l60  eggs,, 

■  ' 

IBGISMTIOM 

During  195^,  the  follov/ing  proposals  were  made  tc  effect  changes  in  the 
existing  customs  regulations  concerning  eggs  and  poultry: 

In  February  1954,  a  sliding  mixed  duty  for  fresh  eggs  was  proposed  and 
first  discussed  in  the  Food  and  \gric-ulture  Committee  of  the  Bundestag.  'This 
proposal  suggested  replacement  of  the  current         ad  valerem  duty  from  February 
l6  t®  -lUgust  31,  and  5,^  ad  valorem  from  September  1  tc  February  15  by  a  sliding 
duty  scale  of  ;?20.?,73  minus  SOjo  ad  valorem  per  100  pounds.  ■  Supporters  of  the 
proposal  (mainly  the  producer  interests)  contend  that  the  present  duty  provides 
only  inadequate  protection  to  the  German  pi^oducers,  and  that  the  proposed 
scheme  v;ould  enable  producers  to  obtain  an  adeo^uate  price  for  their  eggs  and  at 
the  same  time  prevent  excessive  seasonal  price  fluctuctions  for  the  consumer, 
'The  consumer  interests  (consumer  ?irganizations  and  trade  unions)  as  v/ell  as  the 
importers  and  distributor^  claim  that  the  pr®posed  change  would  resiilt  in  higher 
egg  prices  throughout  most  ef  the  yecx,  which  wsuld  lead  to  reduced  consumption 
and  therefore  a  decrease  in  demand  also  for  the  domestic  product^ 

Apart  from  drafting  amendments  in  the  proposed  text  no  positive  action  has 
yet  been  taken.     In  fact,  it  v;ould  ax^pear  that  the  matter  has  been  shelved 
indefinitely,  and  may  perhaps  be  withdrawn  because  cf  its  conflict  with  the 
terms  of  the  GATT, 

In  this  connection,  a  passage  in  the  First  Pr2»tocol  ef  December  11,  1954  1/ 
©n  tue  German-Danish  Commodity  Exchange  Agreement  for  Janucxy  to  December  1955 
is  of  interest: 

"Concern  was  expressed  (by  the  Danes)  with  respect  ta  the  sliding  mixed 
import  duty  for  malt,  introduced  on  January  1,  1954,  the  extension  sf  the 
measure  for  another  three  years,  as  well  as  concerning  certain  plans  t©  intro- 
duce sliding  duties  also  f©r  ether  agrictiltural  commodities.    The  Danes  con- 
tinue t®  regard  such  duty  system  as  not  being  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  •f 
GATT,  since  it  favors  less  rationally  producing  countries  at  the-e:rpense  ^f 
_  mere  efficiently  producing  countries" « 

1/  F;.reign  Trade  Circular      .  104/54,  December  30,  1954,  published  by  the 
Federal  Minister  of  Sconsmics. 
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In  May  19^h,  the  "l6th  Ordinance  Amending  the  Customs  Tariffs"  was  introduced 
into  the  Bundestag.    This  Ordinance  inter  alia  includes  provisions  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  10  percent  ad  valorem  duty  for  Drj.ed_  l/Jhole_JEjg  an^^ 
edible ,  sweetene^  and  unsweetened.    Introduction  of  this  "proposed  measure  was 
prompted  by  complaints"  of  the  noodle  industry  over  the  high  world  market  prices 
for  processed  eggs,  a  product  for  which  the  industry  is  exclusively  dependent  on 
inports  since  there  is  no  domestic  processed  egg  production.    Thus,  it  was  reason- 
ed, an  import  duty  is  not  necessary  in  order  to  protect  domestic  production,  and 
customs -free  imports  would  enable  the  noodle  industry  to  maintain  their  selling 
price  level.    After  some  minor  drafting  changes  the  Ordinance  was  sent  to  the 
Bundesrat,  which  after  discussion  raised  no  objections  and  referred  it  back  to  the 
Bundestag,    The  Bundestag  Committee  has  recently  amended  this  proposed  Ordinance 
insofar  as  "Fluid  Egg  Yolk  for  the  Production  of  Noodles  Under  Customs  Supervision" 
has  been  added  to  the  list  of  commoditio;s  to  be  imported  duty-free.    The  amended 
Ordinance  has  now  been  referred  back  to  the  Federal  Cabinet  for  re-consideration. 
It  is  believed  that  early  approval  will  be  forthcoming. 


On  November  9,  19Sh,  the  Federal  Minister  of  Economics  published  the  secorii 
"Dollar  Area  Liberalization  List",  which  replaced  the  first  list  of  February  17, 
19^h,    The  new  list  provides  inter  alia,  for  the  liberalized  importation  of 
"IfJhole  Ejg_and  Egg  Yolk,  Liquid,  JX'^^ik  Djr ie_d^  Powtoe d^^ 
for  industrialXinediblc')  purposes  only" , 

Since  imports  of  inedible  processed  egg  amounted  to  only  about  3  percent  of 
total  processed  egg  iinports  during  January-November  19Sk,  imports  from  the  dollar 
area  are  not  expected  to  increase  substantially  despite  the  liberalization, 

TffiSTERN  GERMANY:    PRICES  FOR  IMPORTED  EGGS  1/ ,  195U,  UNDER  THE  PRESENT 
AD  VALOREM  AND  PROPOSED  SLIDING  MIXED  DUTY  SYSTEM 


(Per  case  of  30  dozen) 

'™P^rt  Ad  Valorem     Sliding  Sliding  Duty 

^  I>Uty    ,     ,  Mixed  I>iity  2j  of  Ad  Valcrem 

liollars    Percent  Dollars           Dollars  Dollars  Dollars 

January           12.56                5  63            1  Qo'"  I  1  27 

^ebruary         u.88       ^    J  ^[1^  1]^ 

March              10.87              15  1.63            2.92  /  1.29 

-pril              io.4if             15  1.37            3^19  ^  1,62 

15  1.58           3.13  /  1.55 

J^e               10.62             15  1.59            3.08  /  1.49 

J^y              12.85             15  1.93           1.75  -  .18 

..ugust           1^.22             15  2,13             .92  -  1.21 

^mm^  11,5^               5  .        .68           1.34  ,66 

1/  Monthly  average.    2/  As  proposed  iDy  I'DP  faction  of  the  Bundestag.    '3J  Average 

of  5  percent  (Pet.  I-I5)  vnd  15  percent  (FelD.  16-28), 

Source:  "Eier,  Wild,  Gefluegel,  ed.  Ho,  l42,  Dec.  1,  195^-, 


-9- 


VEb'iSili^  GBlRMAlMY:    ilverage  Prices  f&r  'Sy^^e  "3"  1/  Fresh  Shell  Eggs 

1333.  195^ 

(cents  per  d®zen  (cents  per  dozen) 

Impar  ted  Eg.gs : 

Cologne  2/                                                 59  52 

Franlcfurt  1/                                              6l  58 

btutt^^art  :i/                                            61  58 

Domestic  Eg£;s: 
Lov/er  Sajcony 

rr&ducer  rrice                                         ~  ^6 

wholesale  xTirchase  Price                        -  52 

xtetail  Price                                           -  62 

1/  i'he  "standard  egg"  (55~60  grems).  2/  Uholesale  Purchase  i'rice.  2j  ^Hiclesale 
belling  price. 


UESTEEU  GBEMlirr:  AmiACE  EETAIL  PRIGbIS  FOR 
DRESSED  POULIB.Y,  1954 


Munich  : 

Hamburg 

(cents  per  pound) 

(cents  per  pound) 

Chicken 

'.  57 

52 

G-eese 

:  56 

Ducks 

.    '  57 

58 

This  circular  was  prepared  "by  Her"bett  ¥.  Ford  and  is  "based  upsn  a  repart  of 
Mr,  J©hn  J.  Haggerty,  Agricultural  Attache,  Bsnn,  Germany. 
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MRIffiTING  OF  EGG  kW  POULTRY  PRODUCTS  IN  CUBA 

.         V    .       .    .    .  /       LIB  RXR  ^'  I 
By  Herbert  W.  Ford    1/         CURRENT  SE:(i AL 
Marketing  Specialist 


OUTLOOK 


^   JUN28  1955 


g.  PgPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  { 


Cuba  and  other  Caribbean  countries  since  World  War  II  have  been  encouraging 
diversified  farming,    Cuba  has  a  population  of  approximately  6  million,  and  an 
area  of  hh^\Qx  square  miles.    The  per  capita  income  is  low  compared  to  United 
States  standards. 


In  Cuba  a  multi-million  dollar  broiler  industry  developed  because  of  various 
protection  measures.    Near  Havana  there  are  over  6  good-sized  hatcheries,  breed- 
ing farms,  and  scores  of  broiler  farms  using  locally  mixed  feeds*  Besides 
favorable  legislation,  financial  aid  under  Banfaic  (Agricultural  and  Industrial 
Bank  of  Cuba)  is  available  to  agricultural  cooperatives  for  agrarian  development, 

/ 

United  States  exports  of  hatching  eggs  from  broiler  and  egg  breeds  to  Cuba 
should  substantially  increase  in  1955.    Exports  of  processed  egg  products  to 
Cuba  should  also  increase  in  1955. 


Commercial  production  of  egg  laying  flocks  in  Cuba  during  1955  should  not 
greatly  affect  that  country's  imports  of  market  eggs.    Pressure  from  local  egg 
producers  may  cause  a  reduction  in  egg  imports  from  June  to  February  when  duties 
normally  are  lowered.    Large  breeding  farms  and  feed  companies  are  promoting 
their  feeds  by  offering  free,  or  at  reduced  prices,  a  one-cage  unit  with  chicks. 
Egg  production  in  Cuba  during    the  next  3  years  should  increase  substantially* 
Better  quality  imported  broiler  feeds  sell  for  around  :ii)7.30  for  starter  mash  and 
;]6,75  for  finish  mash.    Imported  feed  for  hens  sells  for  around  #7o50  for  starter 
mash,  ii^.QO  for  gro^'jing  mash,   ,ii6,l5  for  laying  mash,  and  ,i)6,35  for  cage  laying 
mash, 

1/   The  author  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  and  information 
supplied  by  our  Agricultural  Attaches,  United  States  Government  officials  abroad, 
local  Government  officials  and  members  of  the  Poultry  Industry  in  Cuba. 
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United  States  exporters  of  live  and  fresh  and  frozen  poultiy,  however,  cannot 
expect  an  increase  of  sales  this  year  with  Cuba's  broiler  industry  operating  at 
full  capacity, 

PWIGN  TRADE 

Cuba  as  a  Historical  Market  for  United  Stajbes  Egg  and  Poultry  Product_s.  Cuba's 
advancing  poultry  industry  is  not  seTf-siiff icient.    Statistical  data  shows  Cuba's 
imports  of  egg  and  poultry  products  in  recent  years. 

During  19^0,  19^1,  19^2,  1953  and  19Sh  Cuba  imported  360,000  pounds,  670,000 
pounds,  60,000  nounds,  90,000  pounds  and  70,000  pounds  respectively, of  live 
poultry;  320,000  pounds,  370,000  pounds,  660,000  pounds,  300,000  pounds  and 
280,000  pounds  of  dead  poultry  and  small  game,  respectively;  and  2,h  million 
dozen,  5.0  million  dozen,  7.1  million  dozen,  h,9  million  dozen  and  million 
dozen  fresh  market  eggs.    Exports  of  processed  poultry  have  increased  from  9^000 
pounds  in  19U7  to  over  120,000  pounds  in  19^h* 

In  19$h  Cuba  imported  from  the  United  States,  duty  free,  some  5  million 
hatching  eggs  and  7,000  live  birds  for  breeding  and  broiler  purposes.  Before 
19^0  Cuba  depended  on  baby  chick  imports,  and  hatching  egg  imports  were 
insignificant. 

Imports  of  live  and  fresh  or  frozen  poultry  since  19^0  have  declined.  The 
expai.sion  of  Cuba's  domestic  egg  hatcliing~ and  broiler  industry,  protected  by  a 
5  cent  tax  on  all  imported  live  poultry^reportedly  has  played  a  significant  part 
in  causing  United  States  exports  of  baby  chicks  and  fresh  and  frozen  poultry  to 
dwindle.    Certain  importers  indicate  United  States  fresh  or  frozen  broiler  meat 
presently  has  little  demand  because  Cuba's  broiler  industry  reached  full  capacity 
in  19Sk*    With  ready-to-cook  broilers  selling  for  around  vl.OO  per  pound  the 
market  is  restricted.    Other  poultry  and  game  products  are  in  demand  because  of 
low  production  in  Cuba, 

Market  Eggs.    The  Cuban  egg  market,  according  to  import  figures,  is  being  sub- 
stantially supplied  by  eggs  from  the  United  States,    Local  -oroduction  is 
presently  increasing.    One  estimate  widelj'"  used  was  that  75  percent  of  the  eggs 
sold  through  regular  commercial  channels  are  imported, 

.  Shipments  of  United  States  market  eggs  to  Cuba  from  February  to  June  in 
recent  years  have  been  small.    The  \irban  market  during  this  period  is  supplied 
primarily  by  local  production;  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  production  is 
iriadequate.    In  19$h,  however,  the  Government  announced  that  market  eggs  could 
be  imported  duty-free  from  June  19Sk  until  February  1955,  but  later  announced 
that  the  regular  duty  would  be  effective  again  on  October  19,  19^h,  as  local 
production  was  sufficient.    This  may  be  indicative  of  Cuba's  movement  towards 
self-sufficiency. 
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Large  Grade  A  eggs  presently  retail  for  about  65  cents  per  dozen  in  the 
eastern  United  States  compared  to  )1  or  more  per  dozen  in  cartons  for  the  same 
grade  in  Cuba.    Many  Cubans  when  asked  stated  they  preferred  locally-produced 
eggs  because  they  were  fresher.    One  modern  operator  visited  uses  United  States 
egg  laying  breeds  in  cages,  distributes  his  eggs  directly  to  the  consumer.  The 
eggs  are  gathered  twice  a  day  and  put  in  a  cooler  iraned lately.    There  are 
frequent  deliveries.    The  producer  sells  large  Grade  A  eggs  for  around  80  cents 
per  dozen. 

Some  Cuban  importers  indicate  they  are  concerned  because  there  are  no  import 
egg-grading  requirements  in  Cuba,    A  law  requiring  the  grading  of  eggs  was 
seriously  contemplated  about  two  years  ago.    These  Cubans  believe  it  is  bad 
business  to  import  eggs  grading  less  than  60  percent  Grade  A,    Other  Cuban 
importers  say  that  the  Cuban  market  will  always  be  there  regardless  of  the 
quality  imported.    The  average  Cuban  consumer,  they  believe,  has  not  been 
educated  to  the  merits  of  quality  eggs.    Imports  from  the  United  States  are 
largely  of  mixed  sizes  and  colors. 

Cuban  Droducers  also  have  differences  of  opinion  on  whether  they  would 
benefit  from  an  egg-grading  law.    Some  said  it  would  be  harmful  to  their  industrs^. 
Others  felt  that  a  good  market  exists  for  Grade  A  eggs,  and  thus  favor  the 
passage  of  a  grading  law.    The  more  optimistic  vizualize  exporting  quality  eggs 
in  the  next  ^  years. 

Presently  the  marketing  of  eggs  is  carried  out  in  every  conceivable  way, 
including  direct  house  delivers^  and  corner  stores,  with  or  without  refrigeration. 
Eggs  sold  from  these  outlets  are  sold  industrially  at  a  minimum  price  of  6  cents 
each.    Size  of  the  egg  is  nQt  a  factor,  —  "eggs  are  eggs".    In  the  stores,  the 
eggs  are  displayed  in  cardboard  boxes  and  carried  home  by  the  final  consumer  in 
paper  bags.    This  practice  was  widely  followed  in  the  United  States  over  20 
years  ago.    The  modern  store  and  supermarket  display  and  sell  eggs  in  cartons 
under  refrigeration.    These  sales  are  a  very  small  percentage  of  total  egg  sales, 

Proce^ssed_  Eggs_^    United  States  processed  eggs  are  used  primarily  in  the  ice  cream 
and  the  baking  industries  in  Cuba,    Imports  of  processed  eggs  increased  from 
9,000  pounds  in  19hl  to  over  120,000  pounds  in  19Sh,  and  may  continue  to  increase 
as  their  grading  industry  develops. 

Processed  eggs  are  subject  to  the  following  import  duties: 


Tariff  Item 


Gatt 
Minimum 
Tariff 
Dollars 


U,S. 

Preferential 
_  __Tariff  _ 
Dollars 


2^2-0    Canned,  prepared  or  frozen,  whether 
whole  or  only  the  yolks  or  whites.. 
2^2-0    Dried  eggs,  whole  or  only  yolks  ... 


10,10 
0.12^ 


$0o09 

oao 


Dried  eggs  are  also  subject  to  a      2  percent  consular  invoice  fee  on  the  f ,o,b, 
value  at  the  port  of  shipment  and  a  gross  sales  tax  of  6  percent.    Freight  and 
handlinf^  costs  are  comparable  to  shipments  in  the  United  States 

Hatching  Eggs.    Cuba  has  become  a  large  importer  of  United  States  hatching  eggs 
of  broiler  breeds  since  1950.    A  number  of  hatcheries  now  in  operation  have  a 
capacity  of  over  750,000  eggs  per  month.    The  broiler  industry  stabilized  in 
195U  but  hatching  facilities  and  feed  mill  capacities  exceed  broiler  demands. 
Hatchers  feel  further  expansion  will  come  through  by  developing  Cuba's  egg  laying 
industry.    Baby  chicks  from  United  States  hatching  eggs  of  egg  lajang  breeds  are 
being  vigorously  promoted.    Local  hatchers  obtain  United  States  hatching  eggs 
from  purebred,  crossbred  and  inbred  breeders.    The  leghorn  is  the  most  popular 
but  hybreds  continue  to  increase  in  popularity. 

In  1951;  an  estimated  5  million  hatching  eggs  were  imported,  duty-free,  when 
properly  stamped  with  the  supplying  firm's  name.    A  5  cent  tax  is  levied  on  all 
imported  animals,  including  babjr  chicks.    The  tax  should  be  repealed  because  of 
freer  trade  principleSo    Furthermore,  as  a  fund  raising  device  the  law  failed. 
Even  if  the  tax  were  removed  Cuban  hatcherymen  indicate  present  United  States 
suppliers  of  hatching  eggs  would  supply  the  baby  chicks. 

Exports  of  Egg  and  Poultry  Products.    Cuba's  poultry  exports  are  few,  consisting 
mainly  of  fighting  cocks", 

BROILER  PRODUCTION 

Poultry  husbandry  for  commercial  flocks  has  continued  to  improve  since  19kl, 
By  that  year  there  were  several  modern  and  relatively  large  poultry'-  farms  near 
Havana,  started  during  the  war  when  prices  for  meat  and  eggs  rose  raDiaiy  above 
prewar  levels.    These  farms  had  incubators  varjang  in  capacity  from  300  to  6,000 
eggs.    Chickens  were  raised  under  the  most  up-to-date  and  scientific  methods. 
Most  of  the  producers  specialized  in  Rhode  Island  Reds,  New  Hampshire  Reds  and 
l/\niite  Leghorns  and  the  largest  producer  of  broilers  in  19k7  used  a  cross  of  pure- 
bred Leghorn  hens  with  Ne^^^  Hampshire  Red  roosters. 

With  the  aid  of  favoraole  legislation,  Cuba's  broiler  industry  expanded  so 
greatly  that  in  19'?h  over-production  became  a  problem.    The  5  cent  tax  decree 
of  19i;9  was  put  into  effect  in  1950,    The  tax  is  collected  on  all  animals 
imported  into  Cuba  for  the  veterinary  retirement  fund,  and  under  the  Cuban 
interpretation,  chicks  are  animals.    This  tax  indirectly  caused  the  development 
of  Cuba's  modern  hatching  industr3'".    Individuals  in  Cuba  were  quick  to  realize 
that  locally  hatched  chicks  could  compete  in  price  with  chicks  imported  from  the 
United  States, 

Cuba's  broiler  industry  now  involves  hundred  of  farms  not  only  in  the  Havana 
area,  but  also  in  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Camaguey,  and  other  areas  of  Cuba,    The  chicks 
receive  ample  water  and  nutritious  feeds  are  available.    The  houses  are  of  pole 
type  construction  and  screened  in  with  high  roofs  to  give  maximum  ventilation. 
The  roofs  are  usually  made  of  palm  leaves  or  aluminum. 
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Production  practices  are  modern  and  efficient  where  broilers  arc  raised 
coinmercia]Ay»    However,  native  chickens  raised  on  the  sarae  farms  receive  little 
attention*    As  very  few  farmers  have  poultry  houses  for  them  these  native 
chickens  roost  in  trees  at  night.    They  are  hardy  and  well  adapted  to  foraging, 
but  have  very  low  egg  production.    Most  of  these  native  chickens  are  lighter 
weight  than  chickens  in  the  United  States,    An  interesting  fact  is  that  many 
buyers  pay  a  premium  for  the  native  chickens  because  of  their  tough  meat 
characteristics.    Commercial  poultry  boiled  with  rice  for  two  or  more  hours 
practicalljr  disintegrates  while  the  native  chicken  meat  is  tender  and  of  good 
consistency. 

SANITARY  REGUUTIONS. 


The  only  sanitary  regulation  enforced  for  imported  live  poultry  is  a  custom- 
house veterinary  inspection  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  hurt  or  dead  specimens 
and  those  affected  by  known  diseases  or  tubercular  indications.    No  inspection 
is  necessary  for  shell  eggs  or  egg  prodncbs* 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


UNITED  STATES    DEPARTMENT    OF  AGRICULTURE 
FOREIGN    AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
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Egg  production  in  the  reporting  countries  of  the  world  continued  its  upwurd 
trend  in  195i4  for  the  third  straight  year.    Again  as  in  1953  North  America  and 
Europe  were  the  principal  world  suppliers  of  eggs. 

The  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Ireland,  Canada  and  the  United  States  were  large 
exporters  of  eggs.    Present  indications  point  to  an  expanded  output  in  1955  by- 
various  European  countries ^but  total  production  for  the  reporting  countries 
should  be  about  the  same  as  19514.    The  egg-feed  price  relationship  in  Europe  is 
expected  to  be  quite  favorable  during  1955. 

Total  chicken' numbers  in  the  major  producing  countries  in  195h  change c( 
slightly.    However,  chicken  numbers  expanded  significantly  in  Denmark,  Netherlands, 
Western  Germany,  Canada  and  the  United  States.    Noted  reductions,  partly  because 
of  the  uncertainty  of  the  United  Kingdom  market ^occurred  in  Ireland,  Australia, 
the  Union  of  South  Africa  and  the  United  Kingdom  itself. 

The  United  Kingdom  is  the  largest  importer  of  eggs  in  the  world  and  de- 
control of  its  egg  trade  in  March  1953  affected  its  suppliers  in  195ii.  On 
January  1,  195U  United  Kingdom  contracts  for  eggs  and  poultry  products  with 
countries  in  the  sterling  area  were  terminated. 

Egg  production  in  Ireland,  Union  of  South  Africa  and  Australia  was  reduced 
but  exporters  still  faced  uncertainty  because  of  the  lack  of  a  steady  export 
market.    Thus  flock-size  readjustments  took  place,    Denmark  and  the  Netherlands 
on  the  other  hand  expanded  their  production.    Also  Denmark  in  195ij.  renegotiated 
an  egg-delivery  agreement  with  the  United  Kingdom, 

Egg  production  in  Denmark  continued  to  rise  in  1951;  in  spite  of  a  poor  1953 
grain  harvest.    During  calendar  year  195^+  Denmark  imported  a  total  of  1,023,57U 
tons  of  breadgrains  and  feedgrains  to  meet  its  human  consumption  and  livestock 
feeding  programs.    In  addition  in  195^1  it  imported  706,660  tons  of  feedstiiffs, 
primarily  oilseed  cake. 


EGKxSi    Sfumlisr  produced  ij  ia  specified  cotmtries,  averages. 


Gontiaeat 
and 
Cotuitry 


UGHTa  AMliiaiCAi 
Canada-  Farm 
Canada  •>  Total 
Mexico 

United  States  »  Farm 


Average 
1934^38 


Million 

2,638 
2,863 

35»498 


Average 
1946-50 


Kill ion 

4,015 
4.382 

56.535 


Austria 

663 

!  369 

785 

!  845 

:  845 

Belgitan 

1.693 

!  1,584 

2,030 

:  2,175 

:  2,325 

DeajBark  - 

1.979 

:  1,447 

1,968 

!  2,155 

:  2,357 

fraace 

6,200 

!  6,580 

!  7,000 

!  7,000 

:  7,200 

Germany,  Western 

3.700 

!  2,655 

5.300 

5.500 

:  6,000 

Greece 

550 

:  388 

:  490 

:  525 

X  550 

Ireland 

1,086 

5,500 

!  893 

!  972 

5  980 

:  840 

Italy 

s  4,380 

!  5.550 

:  5,600 

:  5.850 

Hetherlands 

1,978 

;  1.189 
:  283 

1  2,570 

:  3.130 

:  3.750 

Horway 

369 

!  392 

:  420 

:  437 

Swsdsa 

1,000 

423 

:  1,288 

s  1.370 

:  1.375 

:  1,380 

Switzerland 

\  486 

518 

520 

536 

United  Kingdom-Farm  2/. 

3.871 

;  2,880 
!  4,590 

4,700 

4,600 

:  4,650 

United  Kiagdom-aiotal  2./^/ 

5.098 

6,300  . 

6,200 

I  6,250 

Hhirkey 

1,003 

859 

!  980 

:  1.000 

Japan 

3.553 

970 

:  4,676 

:  5.140 

5.340 

Philippine  Islands 

j4/ 

738  • 

567 

950 

1,015 

:  1,050 

Argentina 

1.127 

!  3.000 

!  3,150 

!  3.500 

Brazil 

1  3.730 

3.800 

!  4,380 

Peru 

: 

:  440 

Uruguay 

• 
♦ 

289 

\  330 

:  320 

E^t 

751 

694 

\  520 

!  525 

!  530 

Union  of  South  Africa 

I  955 

970 

:  900 

Australia  2j 

« 
• 

708 

1.418 

!  1,230 

X  1.230 

!  1,200 

Hew  Zealand 

• 
• 

430 

146 

185 

!S/  190 

:S/  190 

.195.^ 


3.984 

4,104 

60,985 


1953 


MiUijaa 

4,086 
4,200 
2,080 
61, 704 


.1954. 


4,420 

4,547 
2,400 
64,260 


Xj  delates  to  farm  production  in  the  United  States  but  many  countries  not  explicit 
on  this  point,    Zj  lears  ending  May,    3/  Three-year  average,    4/  1938.    i/  For  1947. 
^  Years  ending  June,    2j  Commercial  production  for  years  ending  June  30,  ^  Receipts 
at  Marketing  Department  Stations,  year  ending  March,  which  account  for  30-40^  of 
total  production. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service,    April  4,  1955. 


CHICKSNS:  Nian'bers  in  specified  countries,  averages 
193^-38,  19^6-50;  annual  1952-5^ 


Continenlt  i 

]Date 

and  ; 

ApplicaMe 

.Average 

Average 

Country 

XL-. 

193^-39  , 

1946-50 

•  1952 

f  1953 

>  19'?4 

Thousands 

: Thousands 

;  Thousands 

: Thousands 

.IThousaads 

HOESCH  AMMICA: 

Canada 

:Dec,  1 

44,077 

i  45.245 

:  42,717 

:  38,500 

:  40.000 

Mexico 

5 March 

36,368 

60,000 

United  States 

jJan,  1 

408,177 

;  465.503 

449,925  ' 

^29,731  : 

442,813 

Austria 

!Dec,3 

ill 

8,862 

5,640 

:  8,200 

8,600  . 

8,800 

Belgixim 

!Dec,31 

16,500 

!  14,069 

!  15,000 

15,000 

Dsojuark 

:  July 

27,643 

22,030 

:  23,411 

24,251 

■  25,234 

GerBiany,  Western 

Dec,  ! 

51  22'5: 

50.676  . 

51,3^  : 

55,23^ 

G-reece 

iNov,  30 

11.679 

8,366 

:  10*010 

11.614 

12,500 

Ireland 

:  June 

15.961 

16,677 

:  16,287 

16.195  . 

13.000 

Netherlands 

.Dec. 

'l/ 

29.632; 

7»864 

ij.olo  ! 

15 1 709  : 

19.770 

Norway 

June  20 

5.686 

4^617 

4,887  : 

Sweden 

!  6y 

10,980 

12,467 

11,091  • 

10.932  : 

11,158 

Switzerland 

;  Apr 11 

12/ 

5.544 

5,674 

6,260  . 

6,200  \ 

6.300 

United  Kingdom-Par m 

June  ! 

73,^02: 

77.153 

90,422  : 

87.516  : 

80,389 

Yugoslavia 

Jane  ! 

18,000: 

^  17,330, 

18.340  ■ 

17.225  : 

22,400 

OTHER  COUNHaiES:  ! 

16,764 

18,811 

.  21.700 

:  21,320 

Japan 

:July 

51,094 

17,192 

:  30,273 

!  36.586 

:  41,805 

Philippine  Islands 

Dec«  31  ! 

25.365. 

15,766. 

32,090 

36.444  ! 

40,000 

Brs^il 

!  127,000 

Peru 

11,600 

\j  Year  end  estimates  (Octoher-Decem'ber)  shown  xmder  following  year  for  comparison.  Thus 
for  Canada,  the  Decemher  1,  1952  estimate  is  shown  under  1953,    2/  1940.    2tJ  Average  2-4 
years  only,    4/  All  poultry.    ^  June,  6/  Sept.  1937,  June  1946-1949.  April  1950-52, 
census  estimates  include  layers  and  chicks,    2/  1936,  8/I949-I950 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service,    April  4,  1955» 


In  19>U  both  poultry  rnambers  and  egg  production  increased  in  the  Netherlands, 
Ttif-.  inxtal-er  of  chickens  on  Dutch  fanr.s  in  December  V)$h  totaled  over  20  million, 
an  incroaso  of  more  than  UOC,000  over  December  19^3.    Hatching  during  the  19b3-5i; 
season  was  sharply  increased  and  about  38  million  chicks  were  raised. 

Very  exacting  culling  is  practiced  in  the  Netherlands  by  experienced  poultry 
keepers  and  trained  assistants  of  the  Poultry  Extension  Service,    Therefore,  the 
expansion  of  hen  numbers  is' controlled.    The"  Dutch  Extension  Service's  efforts 
to  improve  care  for  poultry,  feeding  and  sanitary  conditions,  have  been  successful 
during  the  past  few  years  as  smaller  margins  between  the  cost  price  and  the 
marketing  price  have  stimulated  Dutch  farmers  to  carry  out  suggestions  to  improve 
breeding  and  management  techniques. 

Selection  has  been  an  important  element  in  the  increase  of  hen  egg  production 
in  the  Netherlands.    The  major  factor,  hoxvcver,  which  places  Dutch  poultry  among 
the  highest  producers  in  the  world,  is  the  rigidly  controlled  breeding  program 
at  about  200  licensed  breeding  farms  throughout  the  country.    Production  per  hen' 
during  19Sk  averaged  192  eggs.    Total  output  is  calculated  at  3,750  million  eggs, 
a  gain  of  about  650  million  over  19^3. 

The  United  Kingdom's  egg  production  continued  to  increase  in  1951i^  further 
replacing  imports  which  are  now  less  than  half  their  prex^ar  level.    As  market 
uncertainties  have  led  to  a  reduction  of  hen  numbers  in  195ij-^  egg  production  is 
not  expected  to  increase  in  19^5. 

In  Latin  America  estimates  of  poultry  numbers  and  egg  production  are  not 
readil^r  available.    It  may  be  said,  however,  that  the ' production  of  both  poultry 
and  eggs  increased  in  Mexico,  Cuba,  Jamaica,  Colombia,  Brazil  and  Venezuela, 

It  is  estimated  that  by  mid-1955  the  number  of  hens  in  Mexico  will  be  about 
26  million;  the  total  number  of  chickens  about  60  million  and  the  total  of  all 
poultry  at  6U  million  head.    Egg  production  in  Mexico  for  IS^h  is  estimated  at 
2,2  billion  eggs,  and  for  1955  is  forecast  at  2,5  billion  eggs. 

The  poultry  industry  in  Brazil  made  some  progress  in  1954  despite  difficulties 
of  a  short  feed  supply  and  the  threat  of  Newcastle  disease.    Brazil's  poultry 
population  at  the  end  of  1951;  is  estimated  at  lliO  million  chickens  ccmr>a red  to 
127  million  at  the  beginning  of  V)Sk.    The  total  number  of  turke^^s,  geese  and 
ducks  arc  believed  to  be  about  the  same. 

This"  is  one"o'f~a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  hj  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Conmiittee  on  Foreign  Crops 
and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  fi:n  part  upon  reports  of  U.S.  foreign  agri- 
£ultural  offic_ers,  

A  summ.a'r;;/"'o'f  this'  information  was  published  in  the  April  h,  19^^  issue  of 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets. 
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MARKETING  POULTRY  PRODUCTS  IN  SPECIFIED  L/.TIN  AMERICAN  COUNTRIES  1/ 

By  Herbert  W,  Ford  2/ 
Mnrkctinc  Specialist 

Marketing  Highli,rj;hts 

United  States  chicks  and  hatching  eggs  arc  considered  of  superior  quality  by 
most  Latin  /uncrican  breeders  and  hatching  egg  flock  owners^  and  there  is  a  good 
and  relatively  new  demand  for  these  products^    Market  eggs,  however,  still  are  the 
largest  export  item  of  this  country's  poultry  industry, 

Mexico  is  the  largest  buyer  of  United  States  egg  and  poultry  products „    In  19^1; 
its  purchases  totaled  almost  s?8<p5  million,  including  approximately  700  thousand 
cases  of  market  eggs  and' around  h  million  baby  chicks.    The  majority  of  chicks  im- 
ported were  straight-run,  but  as  hatching  egg  production  increases  the  demand  for 
foundation  stock  should  continue  to  risce    The  Mexican  GovGrnracnt,  in  its  program 
to  encourage  consumption  of  certain  basic  foods,  including  eggs,  is  the  major  pur- 
chasing agent  for  shell  cggs»    Insufficient  dollars  and  the  development  of  the' 
Mexican  poultry  industry  have  reduced  Mexican  imports  of  egg  solids  from  1,233^000 
pounds  in  1953  to  313,000  pounds  in  \^6ho    Mexico  also  expects  to  reduce  imports 
still  further  in  1955. 

Colombia  became  an  important  market  for  United  States  market  eggs  last  summerj 
however,  this  market  was  sharply  curtailed  because  of  sanitary  regulations  imnoscd 
last  November,    Because  Colombia  is  not  self-sufficient  throughout  the  year,  this 
regulation  in  time  may  be  replaced  by  some  other  form  of  import  control.  The 
Ministry  is  well  aware  of  thp  problem  and  is  drafting  an  overall  poultry  program 
which  would  include  imports  at  times  of  low  production.    As  the  Colombian  poultry 
industry  continues  to  develop,  the  demand  for  United  States  baby  chicks  and  hatch- 
ing eggs  will  continue  to  be  strongo  Presently,  dual-purpose  chicks  arc  preferred. 


MEXICO 


Last  year  Mexico  purchased  almost  8§  million  U^S,  egg  and  poultry  products,  and 
is  this  country's  most  important  market  for  such  products, 

1/  Mexico  and  Colombia  are  covered  in  this  circular.    Another  circular  will  follow 
giving  additional  information  on  Cuba  and  Venezuela  which  has  been  covered  in  the 
past  as  well  as  a  marketing  potential  study  of  Peru  and  Brazilo  2/  The  author  wishes 
to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  and  information  supplied  by  our  Agricultural 
Attaches,  United  States  Government  officials  abroad,  local  Government  officials 
and  members  of  the  Poultry  Industry  in  the  countries  surveyedo 
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Pi'actically  all  of  Mexico's  imports  come  from  the  United  States,  The  following 
table  shows  our  major  exports  to  Mexico  during  1953-195^9 


Items  ; 

Units  : 

1953  i 

195ii 

Market  eggs 
Frozen  eggs 
Dried  eggs 

Chicken  &  Capons  (fresh  or  frozen) 
Poultry  &  Game  (fresh  or  frozen)  1/ 
Chicken,  canned 
Baby  chicks  2/ 
Poultry,  live 

•    1;CX)0  dozen 
'    1^000  pounds 
:    1,000  pounds 
1,,000  pounds 
:    1^000  pounds 
:    1,000  pounds 
:  1^000 
:    1,000  pounds 

17,761 
:  -113 
:  1,223 
:  286 

:  li45 
:          -  1 
I  2^853 
:  1,797 

>  20,966 
112 
:  313 
:  207 
:  2l;l 
;  1 

:  3,677 
:  1,850 

_  _  small  shipments  are  not  tabulated,  the  author 

feels  UoS,  exports  in  1953  and  195ij.  were  over  3  million  and  h  million  respectively 

Nearly  all  of  the  21  million  dozen  market  eggs  imported  into  Me:sico  are 
purchased  by  a  governmental  organization  called  CEII'ISA.    The  officials  of  the 
Egg  Procurement  Office  constantly  negotiate  T-jith  UoSo  firms  which  can  guarantee 
delivery  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of  eggs  desired^    This  organization  imports 
foodstuffs  for  distribution  through  its  own  500  retail  stores.    The  bxilk  of  the 
eggs  imported  arc  Gfade  B  Mediums,    Refrigeration  in  these  retail  stores  is 
practically  unknown,  but  adequate  refrigeration  facilities  are  maintained  in  the 
organization's  warehouses.    It  is  believed  that  the  few  shell  eggs  imported  by 
private  individuals  are  primarily  for  hatching  purposes. 

Because  egg  production  in  Mexico  is  relatively  primitive,  the  bulk  of  its 
annual  supply  of  eggs  is  produced  during  the  spring  months,,    It  is  for  this 
reason  that  CEDISA  makes  most  of  its  importations  during  the  period  from  June 
through  January,    Refrigeration  for  shell  eggs  is' practically  unknown  in  either 
wholesale  or  retail  establishments.    Consequently,  there  is  a  relatively  high 
degree  of  loss  because  of  spoilage o    Few  retailers  realize  the  importance  of 
keeping  fresh  eggs  under  refrigeration. 


Processed  egg  imports  have  decreased  in  spite  of  complaints  of  shortages 
by  local  bakers.    When  import  permits  are  requested,  it  is  reported  that  a 
committee  consisting  of  Mnistry  of  Agriculture  and  Economic  officials  and  the 
trade  determines  whether  or  not  permits  should  be  grantedo    Recently,  most  re- 
quests for  permits  have  been  rejected  because  certain  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment desire  to  save  dollars  and  certain  other  departments  desire  to  build  the 
domestic  poultry  industry. 

Poultry  meat  imports  into' Mexico  have  decreased  substantially  as  domestic 
production  increased,    Howevof,  frozen  turkeys  are  handled  for  a  special 
clientele  throughout  the  year,  primarily  during  the  holiday  season,  by  special 
frozen  food  shops  and  supermarkets »    The  m.ark-up  however  is  approximately  100 
percent  from  wholesale  to  retail^    One  importer  reported  turkeys  he  wholesaled 
at  Ih  pesos  per  pound,  retailed  aroiind  28  pesos  per  pound. 


I 
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Thcre  has  been  considerable  interest  recently'-  in  expanding  the  Mexican 
poultry  industry,,    A  government  agency  sells  pullet  chicks^  estimated  to  cost  18 
cents  each  to  certain  farmers  who  have  been  granted  free  lend  for  only  k  cents 
eacho    The  restriction  on  imports  of  processed  eggs  is  another  example  of  foster- 
ing the  development  of  home  production.    Sales  of  breeding  stock  and  poultry  equip~ 
ment  have  become  important  recently,  and  there  is  considerable  interest     in  the 
cage  method  of  egg  production, 

Mexico  continues  to  increase  its  imports  of  baby  chicks,  which  reached  over 
k  million  in  195U«    All  shipments  must  be  accompanied  by  NPIP  Form  No^  l5n  Most 
of  the  imported  chicks  are  New  Hampshires,  and  a  good  many  of  the  pullets  are  kept 
for  egg  production^    Some  importers  have  indicated  that,  if  we  could  obtain  mixed 
feeds  of  more  reliable  quality  and  if  poultry  diseases  could  be  eradicated,  Mexico 
would  import  10  to  l5  million  baby  chicks  per  year^    Texas  and  California  have  been 
the  primary  suppliers  of  straight-run  chicks^  which  are  preferred  in  Mexico„  A 
feed  industry  is  now  being  developed  and  there  are  indications  that  disease  control 
laboratories  will  be  established  in  the  near  future o 


All  egg  and  poultry  products  imported  into  Mexico  are  subject  to  the  following 
import  duties: 


: Specific 

•  Ad  Valorem: 

Official 

Poultry  Items 

■Duties 

Duty 

Price  1/ 

•  dollars 

percent 

dollars 

Frozen  meats,  including  poultry  per  gross  pound 

:    a  003 

10 

c377 

Fresh  eggs  per  gross  poiind 

:     .007  ' 

:  ,199 

Frozen  eggs  per  gross  pound 

:  .007 

:  -  25 

,251; 

1/  The  ad  valorem  duty  is  levied  on  the  official  valuations,  (last  column)  or  the 
invoice  value,  whichever  is  higher 


A  surtax  of  3  percent  of  the  total  duty  (specified  duty  plus  ad  valorem  duty) 
is  levied  on  freight  and  express  shipments;  10  percent  on  mail  shipments o 

There  is  a  large  potential  market  in  Mexico  for  American  egg  and  poultry 
products  in  terms  of  the  needs  of  the  people,,    Retail  prices  of  eggs  are  not  high 
compared  to  our  price  levels,  but  poultry  is  considerably  higher  with  frozen 
turkeys  retailing  at  over  $lo50  a  pounde    There  is  also  considerable  interest  in 
importing  /jncrican  poultry  equipment,  such  as  brooders,  incubators,  etc.    As  the 
Mexican  industry  expands  there  will  be  need  for  additional  processing  plants  and 
refrigeration  equipment e    I'Jhether  these  export  potentialities  develop  or  not  depend 
largely  upon  Mexico ^s  supply  of  dollars. 


COLOMBIA 

Marketing  Possibilities ;    United  States  exports  of  poultry  and  egg  items  should 
remain  about  the  same  as  last  year,  except  for  baby  chicks  which  should  increase 
substantially  for  reasons  which  will  be  outlined  later. 

Poultry  meat,  fresh  or  frozen^  is  not  allowed  entry  as  a  protection  to 
Colombian  poultry  industry.    The  fact  that  poultr^^-  meat  sells  retail  for  the 
luxury  price  of  around  ')lMO  a  pound  indicates  the  low  production,    T^arket  eggs 
may  again  enter  Colombia  during  its  low  producing  period.    Eggs  which  sell  for  80 
cents  per  dozen  during  the  flush  season^  reaches  prices  of  over  -.jil^SO  per  dozen 
during  the  period  of  low  production. 

Past  and  Future  of  Colombia  as  an  Importer  of  Market  Eggs;    Before  July  22,  19^h, 
Colombia  represented  only  a  potential  market  for  United  States  exportable  shell 
eggs.    On  this  date  it  became  an  actual  market  as  import  restrictions  were  removed. 
This  came  about  because  of  low  I6cal  production  in  the  summer,  desires  of  the 
Government  to  reduce  food  prices,  and  a  favorable  dollar  trade  balance  with  the 
United  States, 

UNITED  STATES  EXPORTS  OF  EGG  &  POULTRY  PRODUCTS  TO  COLOMBIA,  19^5 


:  Shell 

Dried ; 

•  Poultry- 

Chicken 

;  Canned: 

Baby  : 

Live 

Month 

:  Eggs 

:       Eggs  • 

'    &  Game  ' 

•    &  Capons* 

■  Chicken 

:    Chicks  • 

Poultry 

;  Dozen 

:      Pounds • 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

:  Pounds 

:  Number 

Pounds 

January 

•  220,500 

•  1^750 

\  1,377  ' 

:    58,800  ' 

February  - 

:  Iii0i650 

.  $',000 

\  5,ii98 

:    31} 200 

:  iil;l;50 

March 

8;  9  86 

•  107^582  - 

:  38^600 

:  500 

April 

:  181,930 

'    2^025  • 

1,200 

1^3,203  ' 

:    la,l65  • 

Total 

957,815 

17,761 

2,577 

5,ii98 

229,129 

180,015 

500 

From  July  22  through  December  195U,  Colombia  was  a  major  market,  taking  over 
2,576,000  dozen  eggs.    It  is  a  significant  factor  that  the  major  portion  of  these 
eggs  were  purchased  in  September  and  October  and  that  no  import  permits  issued 
after  October  22,  195i|.  were  valid.    During  the  first  k  weeks  following  the  removal 
of  the  import  restrictions,  the  Mnistry  of  Agriculture  granted  import  permits  for 
approximately  l,ij.OO,000  dozen  eggs. 

In  nid-195U,  as  an  anti-inflationary  measure,  the  Colombian  Government  took 
measures  to  encourage  the  importation  of  a  number  of  food  products,  including 
various  poultry  products,"  Import  duties  were  lowered  on  shell  eggs  and  canned 
poultry  among  other  items,  and  instructions  went  out  to  port  veterinary  in- 
spectors not  to  enforce  the  sanitary  requirements  on  shell  eggs.    These  consisted 
of  sanitary  certificates,  visaed  by  a  Colombian  Consul^  certifying  that  the 
source  of  the  eggs  had' been  free  for  at  least  one  year,  from  a  list  of  several 
poultry  virus  diseases,  'Almost  immediately  shell  egg  imports  began  to  flow  into 
Colombia  at  a  rapid  rate.    In  October  almost  one  million  dozen  were  imported. 
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Meanwhile,  n  sharp  drop  in  world  coffee  prices  and  in  Colombian  coffee  ex- 
ports, combined  with  an  imprecc dented  rate  of  imports,  was  rapidly  draining  off 
Colombia's  dollar  reserves.    Furthermore,  Colombian  egg  producers  XTrerc  complaining 
that  competition  from  imported  UoSa  eggs  had  driven  domestic 'prices  down  by  25  to 
30  percent  and  was  thrcatcr-ing  to  ruin  the  domestic  industry^ 

The  Indian  producers,  having  '^nly  8  to  10  hens  each  and  of  local  stocky  pro- 
ducing 60  to  90  eggs  a  year,  arc  the  biggest  supplier  of  eggs  and  were  the  hardest 
hit.    In  view  of  the  facts^  the  Colombian  Government  on  October  22  increased  the 
import  duty  on  shell  eggs  from  $  centavos  per  kilo  and  5  percent  ad  valorem  to  <0 
ccntavos  per  kilo  and  5  percent  ad  valorem  and  simultaneously  ordered  that  eggs 
imported  under  permits  issued  on  or  after  that  date,  would  be  again  subject  to 
the  sanitary  regulations » 

The  reactions  of  various  importers,  when  consulted,  is  significant  and 
demonstrates  their  desire  to  import  a  product  that  had  earlier  been  declared  as 
essential  to  the  consuming  publice 

For  example,  one  importer  stated  he  was  surprised  at  stopping  egg  imports 
because  the  Government  had  earlier  allowed  imports  so  that  the  supply  of  eggs  could 
fill  consumer  demand  at  more  reasonable  prices,  thus  acting  as  a  deflationary 
measure  V 

Another  importer  disapproved  stopping  egg  imports  on  the  grounds  of' disease 
prcventiono    He  stated  if  these  imports  were  detrimental  to  local  flocks,  imports 
should  not  have  been  allowed  to  continue  after  October  22,    The  law,  rather  than 
stopping  imports,  only  prevented  the  importation  of  eggs  on  permits  issued  after 
October' 22o    Permits  issued  before  that  date  were  being  used  during  the  first  part 
of  1955 o 

Other  importers  admitted  that  the  import  sanitation  regulations  are  in  reality 
an  economic  embargo^,  as  Colombia  is  not  free  of  poultry  disease,,    Furthermore,  they 
predicted  that  the  price  of  eggs  would  rise  from  7  cents  to  12  cents  per  egg  by 
Christmas,  which  proved' to  be  correct^    Prices  later  dropped  as  springtime  pro- 
duction began, '  However,  now  is  the  time  for  prices  to  increase  again  because 'of 
low  production,    Colombian  consumers  would  welcome  imported  eggs  at  this  time. 

Another  importer  felt  that  eggs  selling  for  less  than  8  cents  each  created  a 
hardship "for  their  growing  poultry  industry,  but  at  8  cents  the  farmer  could  make 
a  profit.    Imports  could  supply  the  many  consumers  now  unable  to  pay  more  than" 8 
cents  per  egg  until  local  production  increased  sufficiently  to 'meet  the  demand© 
It  apparently  will  take  many  years  for  this  expansion  to  occur,  particularly  during 
the  season  of  low  production. 

One  importer  was  convinced  that  the  requirement  of  a  certificate,  stating  the" 
eggs  were  from  disease-free  flocks,  was  an  economic  move  pushed  by  local  producers^ 
It  was  never  publicly  announced  that  imports  vcrc  being  curtailed.  Consumers, 
however,  were  aware  of  the  action  taken  as  eggs  became  scarce  and  prices  rose 
rapidly. 


Colombia  Ma^  Again  Import  Market  Eggs :  Efforts  arc  now  being  made  to  enlarge 
Colombians  poultry  industryo    Belief  is  that  the  sanitation  restrictions  mil  be 
removed  on  market  eggs.    However <p  it  probably  will  not  bo  done  imtil  an  import 
control  program  has  been  incorporated  into  the  general  poultry  development  plan. 

All  the  people  consulted  agree  that  Colombia  presently  is  not  self-sufficient 
in  the  production  of  eggs  and  poultry  meat.  Furthermore^  they  agree  imports  would 
be  advantageous  if  properly  handlcdo  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  develop  a  plan 
under  which  egg  imports  can  be  increased  I'dthout  disrupting  local  egg  prices  ^ 

United  States  exporters,  if  interested  in  the  Colombian  market,  should  work 
through' their  importers  to  develop  a  program  which  would  recognize  the  consumer's 
desires^  but  not  deter  the  local  industry 

This  is  now  being  practiced  to  a 'certain  extent  because  the  sanitation 
restrictions  did  not  stop  our  exports.    It  has  made  these  imports  more  difficult 
because  they  must  be  accompanied  by  a  disease~frce  sanitary  certificate.    For  the 
first  k  months  of' 19^5  the  United  States  exported  nearly  I'million  dozen  market 
cggSo    These  eggs,  however,  retailed  at  competitive  prices,  "  Eggs  at  the  farmers 
market  in  April  and  May  were  soiling  for  '8.  to -10  cent's  each.  Eggs  were  most 
plentiful  in  the  markets.    Farmers  did  not  complain  about  the  price  they  were  re- 
ceiving or  about  the  fact  that  eggs  were  being  imported*    However,  a  completely 
workable  relationship  based' on  economic  factors  cannot  be  obtained  when  operating 
under  sanitarj?"  restrictions. 

Only  through  egg  imports  will  Colombia's  egg  production  expand.    People  with 
limited  capital  can  purchase  eggs  only  when  within  their  budgetp    To  increase  con~ 
sumption  eggs  must  be  available  the  year  round  at  reasonable  pricesc    During  the 
low  production  season  this  is  impossible  because  prices  reach  ■;^lc20  or  more  per 
dozen.    During  this  period  there  is  a  strong  need  for  United  States  eggs. 

Imports  of  Chicks  Hatching  Eggs  Rise;    Each  year  Colombia  continues  to  increase  its 
imports  of  hatching  eggs  and  baby  chickSo    Dual  purpose  breeds  are  the'most  popular. 
Continually,  more  farmers  arc  becoming  interested  in  producing  poultry.  As 
Colombia  continues  to  develop  its  poultry  industry,  the  "demand  for  our  stock  iori.ll 
increase.    Feed  prices  presently  are  a  deterring  factor.    Mixed  feeds  cost 
approximately  $10,  per  100  pounds.    One  raiser  who  prepares  his  o\m.  feed  claims 
his  feed  cost  $12,  per  100  pounds. 

Poultry  producers  constiltcd  were  reluctant  to  criticize  their  United  States 
suppliers  of  breeding' stock,  but  did  say  the  durability  of  the  stock  was  not  con- 
sistento    At  times,  2,  3.?  h,  or  5  extra  chicks  would  be  in  a  box  of  one-hundred, 
depending  on  the  livability  and  quality  of  the  chicks.    Some  resented  ordering  a 
specific  breed  and  receiving  other  breeds  to  complete  the  orders    Others  disliked 
receiving  chicks  they  felt  were  too  many  hours  old.    These  complaints  arc  im- 
portant '  since  in  every  country  visited  there  are  those  who  would  like  to  stop  all 
imports. 
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Poultry  racat  sells  retail"  for  around  s$l»00  per  pound  live  weight  and  around 
$1,^0  per  pound  dressed  weight o    Most  producers  do  their  own "killing  and  dressing. 
Some  deliver  to  retail  stores 5  others  have  their  own  outlets «  'One  retail  store  ' 
owner  produces  his  own  birds  and  sells  them  cither  eviscerated,  frozen,  or  alive, 
as  the  purchaser  desires.    Cheaper  feed,  better  disease  control,  processing 
facilities  and  imported  fresh  or  frozen  poultry  meat  products  would  do  much  to 
enlarge  Colombia's  production  of  poultry  meat.    Importers  have  said  definitely 
they  would  like  to  handle  all  United  States  poultry  meat  products.    The  problem 
is  to  convince  these  private  citizens  and  Government  officials  who"  arc 
opposed  to  imports  that  only  through  imports  will  their  industry" quickly  expand 
and  their  products  become  a  staple  food  instead  of  a  luxury  food. 

The  amount  of  canned  United  States  poultry  meat' on  display,  because  of  the' 
existing  high  prices  for  domestic  fresh  poultry  meat,  is  significant.  However, 
since  May  canned  poultry  is  prohibited  from  being  Lmported, 

All  egg  and  poultry  products  imported  into  Colombia  arc  subject  to  the  follow- 
ing import  duties:    Eggs,  (9  cents "per  pound),  $0  centavos  per  kilo,  plus  ^  per-  • 
cent  ad  valorem^    Poultry  meat  (lit, 5  cents  per  pound),  80  centavos  per  gross  kilo, 
plus  25  percent  ad  valorem,  a  Colombian  paper  Peso,  or  100  centavos,  equals  U,S, 

In  addition  to  the  current  customs  duties  and  taxes,  poultry  products  were 
placed  in  the  following  groups  for  stamp  tax  purposes: 

(a)  baby  chicks  and  live  poultry  preferential  group  -  3  percent  tax  plus 
20  percent  deposit, 

(b)  fresh,  dried  or  /rozcn  eggs  and  frozen  poultry  -  group  I  -  10  percent 
tax  plus  2k  percent  deposit. 

(c)  fresh  poultry  meat  -  group  II  -  30  percent  tax  plus  30  percent  deposit, 

(d)  canned  poultry  -  importation  prohibited  in  early  1955. 

Corollary  Factors  Affecting  the  Marketing  of  Poultry  Products 

There  has  been  a  definite  post-war  trend  in  a  number  of  Latin  /imerican 
countries  to  enact  legislation  favoring  the  development  of  diversified  agrictilturc. 
This  trend  is  notable  in  the  countries  just  recently  visitcdj  namely,  Mexico, 
Colombia,  Peru,  Brazil,  Venezuela  and  Cubao 

The  reasons  for  diversification  are  simple  and  straight-forward.    The  economy 
of  several  of  these  countries  is  based  on  one  or  two  major  agricultural  crops. 
The  major  point  is  the  economic  ruin  the  countries  have  faced  whenever  the  demand 
for  these  crops  declined  or  when  their  major  crop  failed.    Economically,  the 
higher  the  world  price  for  the  major  crop  the  greater  the  countries'  purchasing 
power  to  import  food  items  not  produced  locally.    In  recent  years,  editorials  in 
these  countries  commonly  discuss  the  shortcomings  of  the  one-crop  system  and 'how 
diversified  agriculture  creates  fuller  utilization  of  land^  indigenous  crops, 
labor  and  homo  industries » 
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Many  farmers  consulted  renlizc  the  size  and  importance  of  the  United  States 
poultry  industry^  nnd  how  poultry  and  egg  production  is  flexible  -with  large  and 
small  flocks.    Very  few  Latin  /jnerican  poultry  and  egg  producers  interviewed 
believe  prosperity  can  come  to  their  poultry  industry  unless  the  industry  is 
completely  protcctcde    Tlicy  do  not  subscribe  to  the  belief  that  mass  demands  can  , 
be  created  by  reducing  prices  and  allowing  imports  to  provide  a  constant  supply  ^ 
until  local  production  expands o    li\lhcther  it  be  the  farmer  or  the  retailor, 
quantity  sales  at  low  per  unit  profits  seems  to  be  foreign  to  their  x^ray  of  lifCo;'  i  4 
Many  believe  that  their  industry,  properly' protected,  will  give  thorn  great  profiis  , 
regardless  of  what  the  consumer  has  to  payo  ,- 

A  number  of  persons  said  that  before  the  war,  the  poultry  industry  was  not  on 
a  commercial  scale,  but  now  thousands  of  baby  chicks  and  hatching  eggs  are  im- 
ported.   These  people  are  proud  of  their  hatcheries,  broiler  farms  and  laying 
flocks o    The  question  that  immediately  arises  from  an  outsider  is  how  can  the 
poultry  industry  develop  when  farmers  need  a  higher  profit  per  pound  or  per  dozen 
eggs  than  our  own  farmers  need? 

Since  labor  costs  are  very  low  and  the  price  of  baby  chicks  or  hatching  eggs 
in  these  countries  are  comparable  to  ours,  the  weakest  link  of  the  production  unit 
seems  to  be  the  quality  of  feed  available  to  the  producer  and  disease  control.  In 
most  of  the  countries,  100  pounds  of  feed  costs  about  jjilO  and  disease  control  is 
inadequate. 

In  conclusion,  most  Latin  American  countries  arc  not  highly  industrialized o 
Farm  and  processing  equipment  necessary  in  developing  a  poultry  industry  in  most 
cases  must  be  imported.    United  States  incubators,  brooders,  feeders,  watercrs, 
etc,  should  continue  to  be  in  demand.    Since  farm  diversification  has  not  become 
a  reality,  certain  grains  and  other  feed  ingredients  must  continue  to  be  im- 
ported in  order  to  provide  a  balanced  ration.    There  is  an  increasing  demand  for 
medicines  used  in  retarding  or  preventing  poultry  diseases^    Antibiotics  are  now 
being  produced  in  some  of  these  countries. 

For  additional  information  write  the  Dairy  and  Poultry  Division,  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,D,C<, 
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In  summaiy.  United  States  foreign  trade  in  poultry  and  eggs  in  1953  and  195U 
consisted  primarily  of  exports  of  eggs  in  the  shell  and  baby  chicks •    Total  exports  of 
all  egg  and  poxiltry  products  in  195U  amounted  to  29  million  dollars  ♦    Imports  of  egg  and 
poultry  products  for  195ii  amounted  to  2,6  million  dollars,  giving  a  net  export  balance 
of  over  26  million  dollars. 
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The  value  of  all  esgs  and  egg  products  exported  in  19^k  was  18^^  million  dollars 
or  65  percent  of  tlaie  total  egg  and  poultrj^  exports.    Exports  of  shall  eggs  alone 
amounted  to  UQ  million  dozens^  valued  at  17  million  dollars^  compared  to  i|0  million 
dozen  in  1953,    This  represents  an  all  tirae  high  in  egg  eijqiortSc    A  snail  per- 
centage of  these  egg  exports  are  for  hatching  purposeSo    The  principal  recipients 
of  these  shipments  in  19Sk  were  r4exico,  21  million  dozenj  Venezuela  13  million 
dozen; ^ Cuba  over  7  million  dozen^  and  Colombia  over  2o5  million  dozen«    These  four 
countries  accounted  for  over  9k  percent  of  the  19Sh  exports  of  eggs  in  the  shell. 
Eggs  are  exported  primarily  tlirough  the  ports  of  New  Yorl:^  New  Orleans  and  laami, 
and  through  Laredo  and  El  Paso,  Texas,    They  are  mostly  of  medium  and  small  size 
and  of  Grade  A  or  B  quality. 

During  the  first  few  months  of  19Sk  it  became  apparent  that' competition  for  the 
Venezuelan  market  was  developing,    Denmark  and  the  Netherlands.,  the  world's  largest 
exporters  of  fresh  eggs,  had  surplus  production  during  the  spring  months.  During 
this  period  U^S,  exports  to  Venezuela  practically  ceased.    However,  after  June  and 
tEnrough  December  19Sk  the  United  States  virtually  had  no  competition.    The  same 
problem  developed  again  during  the  spring  months  of  19p5..    This  competition  vrill 
continue  during  the  spring  months  each  year  as  long  as  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands 
remain  surplus  producers,    Canada  also  supplies  the  Venezuelan  market  during  the 
spring  months.    It  is  reported  that  Canada,  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands  command  a 
premium  of  one  dollar  per  case  for  their  eggs  over  U.S.  eggs. 

Colombia  became  a  major  market  for  U.So  market  eggs  beginning  in  August  19Sko 
For  all  practical- purposes  the  market  was  left  open  only  through  the  months  of 
August,  September,  October  and  November.    During  the  first  four  weeks  following 
the  removal 'of  the  import  restrictions,  import  permits  were  granted  for  approxim- 
ately l,liOO,000  dozen  eggs.    However,  a  decree  was  issued  in  November  stating  that 
all  import  permits  issued  after  October  22,  19$h  were  no  longer  valid.    All  eggs 
imported  other  than  with  the  permits  issued  before  October  22  would  have  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  sanitary  certificate  visa'edby  a  Colombian  Consul  in  the  U^S* 
certifying  that  the  source  of  the  eggs  had  been  free  for  at  least  one  year  from  a 
list  of  several  poultry  virus  diseases.    This  restriction  reduced  sharply  our  ex- 
ports but  did  not  stop  them„ 

Baby, chick  exports  in  19^h  were  officially  reported  by' the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
as  amounting  to  l5o3  million,  valued  at  2,6  million  dollars o    By  quantity  they  have 
increased  appreciably  in  recent  years  from  11  million  in  1952 'to  over  l5  million 
in  19^h,    In  19Sh  chicks  were  exported  primarily  from  Florida,  California,  Texas 
and  New  York,  xdth  over  8j  r.iillion  going  to  Venezuela  and  approximately  3o7 
million  to  Mexico,    United  States  experts  to  Venezuela  and  to  Mexico  are  likely  to 
increase  in  1955.    Venezuela,  during  the  first  part  of  1955  increased  its  import 
quota  and  e:?cports  to  Mexico  continued  to  increase. 

In  addition  to  these  officially  reported  exports,  2  or  3  million  more  chicks  are 
exported  in  shipments  of  100  or  less  chicks  which  arc  not  officially  reported. 
Mexican  import  data  shows  that  total  imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to 
h»h  million  chicks. 


nroP«    Panama,  :Ln  an  g1-o  ^,^^^^co 


averages  ly:^!-^^  ^  .  ^- 


i9ii 


Eggs  in  ^^"^^ 
frozen  eggs 
firied  eggs  , 

fresh  or  frozen 
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United  States  imports  of  egg  ond  pouJ.trj  products  in  19$h  were  valued  at  only 
2,5  million  dollars,  giving  a  net  export  balance  of  26  million  dollars.  United 
States  imports  of  poultry  products  on  the  whole  have  declined  from  an  appreciable 
level  in  the  early  postwar  years  to  a  relatively  low  level  in  19^ko    Imports  of 
dried  egg  albumen  decreased  from  U59j>000  pounds  in  1953,  a  new  postwar  high,  to 
6I|.,000  pounds  in  195^o    At  present  Danish  exporters  arc  inquiring  into  the  pro- 
cedures for  the  licensing  of  importations  of  dried  egg  albumen  and  other  egg  solids. 
Imports  of  shell  eggs  during  19^h  amounted  to  1,5  million  dollars,  or  60  percent, 
of  the  total  United  States  egg  and  poultry  imports.    In  1951;  this  country  imported 
3,171,000  dozen  eggs,  with  2,82lj.,000  dozen  coming  from  Canada,  compared  to  a  total 
of  7  million  dozen  imported  during  the  recent  peak  year  of  1951,    Most  of  the 
Canadian  eggs  imported  go  to  boundary  cities  readily  accessible  to  Canadian 
producers.    Our  imports  of  egg  solids  and  poultry  meat  also  were  small  in  1951;, 
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Percent  of 

Destination 

SljOCO  • 

Total  Val-ae 

Mexico 

sMi  ■ 

29 

Venezuela  : 

6,270  ' 

22 

Canadd  : 

19 

Cuba 

2,652 

9 

Co35.^-bla  : 

1,727 

6 

24, 57s  . 

S5 

Panama  Canal  Zone 

755 

3 

Netherlands  Antilles 

735 

Switzerland 

621 

'2 

Other  Central  American 

And  CariblDBan 

:  1,375 

i  5 

Others 

:  910 

:  3 

Total 

:  100 

TOTAL  VALBS;  OF  POULTRY  /.JD  EC-G  IMPORTS 
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Value 

Percent  of 

Origin 

$1,000 

Total  Value 

Canada 

1,550 

60 

Hong  Kong 

360 

Ik 

Prance 

263 

10 

Australia 

152  • 

6 

Denmark  ; 

99  . 

Others  ; 

169  . 

\  b 

Total 

2,593  . 
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-  6  - 

EGGS  II  .THE-  SSML 
United  States  Exports  Igr  Oovntrj  of  Destination 
Averagds  1937-39*  19^6-50,  Annual  1950-51^ 


Averages 


Country 

1937-39 

;  1950 

;  1951 

:  1952 

•  1953 

:  1954 

:  "  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

.  1,000- 

:  1,000 

•  dozen 

;  do  zen 

:  dozen;  dozen 

.  dozen 

:  dozen 

Br,  Honduras 

:  2 

:  3 
:  57 

:  1 

:  3 

;  1 

!  5 

Canada 

'  71 
:  1/ 

:  1,644 

:  367 

;  266 

:  452 

Costa  Rica 

:  9 

5 

Guatemala 

:      ■  h 

:  3 

:  1/ 

'  3 

:  5 

:  246 

Honduras 

'  \l 

'  3 

12 

:  7 

Maxxco 

:  399 

:  57900 

:  2,2Ug 

:  6,567 

a6j0J-^3 

117,761 

: 20, 966 

Panama 

I  IMG 

s  3SS 

:  375 

:  331 

:  561 

.  ^31 

:  226 

Panama  Canal  Zone 

'  2/ 

:  1,311 

:  59^ 

:  45s 

:  561 

691 

:  674 

Bahamas 

:  11 

:  10 

17 

:  9 

136 

:  lOS 

Bermuda 

: 

: 

:  hi 

:  62 

:  47 

90 

:  37 

Cut)a 

:  1 

•  3«596 

!  2.723 

:  5,317 

7,169 

:  7^420 

Haiti 
Jamaica 

;  — 

:  1/ 

2 

:  9 

!  *^ 

:  2. 

— 

:  5 

:  13 

:  20 

:  49 

Hebherlands  Antilles 

:  176 

:  629 

:  503 

:  444 

:  533 

570 

:  505 

Belgi-um  &  Luxemljourg 

I 

:  2,751 

:  18 

•  ^ 

:  3 

6 

:  56 

Germany,  Western 

:  1^0. 

.  53s 

— 

:  1 

U ether lands 

:  203 

IS 

:  1 

Svjitzerland 

:  7.025 

1  667 

:  33 

I  165 

180 

:  1,190 

United  Kingdom 

:  62 

:  UoS 

:  2 

:  1 

4 

Bahre4i\ 

:  — 

:  18 

!  7 

m^ 

— 

Iran 

;  — 

:  — 

•  ^ 

:  6. 

— 

:  — 

Kuwait 

:  1/ 

mm 

:  4i 

5 

:  4 

Lebanon 

:  3< 

I  12 

Saudi  Arabia 

=  1/ 

!  175 

22 

\        "  26 

:  184: 

12 

;  ~ 

Indonesia 

!  10 

:  16 

». 

Japan 

I  — 

'  13 

S 

:  5 

4, 

3 

Korea 

— 

:  IS: 

Philippine  Republic 

^3. 

619. 

231*- 

:  20 

:  1; 

—  ; 

— 

Thailand 

1/  : 

1: 

li 

Bolivia 

12: 

—  ; 

— 

Brazil 

1: 

1 

2 

3: 

; 

12 

Colombia  : 

S: 

12 

6 

38: 

4; 

2,  576 

Ecuador  ; 

12  s 

- 

Peru  4 

3: 

zm  1/  , 

5: 

Uruguay  : 

—  m 
• 

23:' 

Venezuela  ; 

S: 

6,211:11.325! 

10,0362 

12,349; 

12,227: 

13,361 

Libfria  : 

1: 

55 

6: 

24: 

15: 

22 

Pr.  Pacific  Islands  ; 

18j 

20  J 

Others  : 

227: 

1,119! 

2: 

6: 

9i 

4^ 

19 

Tot^  : 

2,389: 

30,953-19,428: 

27,029: 

41^715; 

39,65S: 

47.953 

TJ    Less'  than  500  dc  zen", 

2/    Included  v;ith  Panama, 

^    Was  a  part  of  the  Ara*&ian  States, 
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and  Navigation  of  the  United  Stofcee  and  official  records  of  the  3ureau 
of  the  Census, 
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Canada  : 

2  ; 

33  : 

92  : 

kS8i 

299  : 

3U9  ! 

447 

El  Salvador  ; 

3/  : 

.3/  : 
10  : 

—  : 

17  : 

21 

Guatemala  : 

6  : 

5: 

IS  : 

s 

Mexico  5 

17  ! 

27  : 

59  s 

932: 

2,1Sd  ; 

1,223  ' 

313 

Panama  ! 

15  : 

2  : 

2  ! 

—  : 

3  5 

1  : 
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mm' 

19  J 

5  : 

12: 

4-  : 

S  < 

5 

Bahamas  : 

1  : 

2  i 

12: 

k 

1  : 

2 

Cuba 

^3  i 

9  5 

16  : 

15: 

1S5  ! 

7  : 

22 

Austria  ; 

1,^^32  : 

—  : 

—  : 

19 

!        —  ! 

Belgitim  &  Luxembourg  ; 

5  : 

6S  : 

166  . 

S2i 

22  i 

— 

Erance 

772  : 

5 

k'. 

1 

— 

1 

Germaysy,  West  era  : 

— 

.  5,3SO  : 

1,U79  : 

692: 

2,210 

SO  ! 

Greece 

■      239  : 

5 

7: 

— 

Italy  1 

g2S  : 

S69 

310 

3^ 

,  131 

11 

Netherlands 

:  25 

20  . 

96  . 

31 

186 

Sweden 

—  < 

— 

25 

:       66  , 

— 

Switzerland 

•  -> 

:     ^77  ^ 

1,129 

!  S23. 

61s 

.  115 

:  50 

United  Kingdom 

S3 

36,179  ; 

32, 119 

:  Uo,6g7 

11 

Yugo slavia 

i  1.991  : 

9,951 

J  ^,331 

!         5  . 

~* 

Israel  /  Palestine 

— .. 

37 

:  hi 

!  9 

71 

:  60 

!  2 

Saudi  Arabia 

25 

;  2 

t  22. 

40 

I  24- 

:  — 

Hong  Kong 

•  _ 

:         1  " 

r  2 

!  ij- 

!  — 

:  1 

India 

— 

:  130 

:  1 

:  — 

:  6 

;  — 

1  — 

Indonesia 

I  69 

!  1/ 

!  1 

• 

;  ~ 

!  — 

Japan 

5  5 

:  3 

:  22 

;  — 

:  -« 

!  ~" 

Pakistan 

!  — 

:  21 

:  20 

s  ~ 

'  *^ 

Philippine  Republic 

':  "1+6 

:  90 

'  71 

:  5 

: 

:  21 

Bolivia 

■  ~ 

!  2 

:  1 

:  h 

:  — 

:  5 

:  3 

Colombia 

:  2 

:  7 

•  9 

:  100 

:  11 

:  1U6 

Peru 

; 

k 

1  15 

;  3 

:  1 

Venezuela 

:  11 

:  10 

:  56 

:  h2 

:  3S 

Egypt 

:  2SS 

:  2 

:  1 

Union  of  S©u*k  Africa 

:  2 

:  6 

5  1 

Others 

:  1.229 

:  93 

:  11 

'i  19 

:  23 

:  2 

:5/ 

Total 

217 

:%,990 

:  6,160 

!  2,207 

:  1,J:03 

shell 


eggs  were  reported  mider  "Other  edible  animal  products,  n«e<,Se" 
2/    Reported  as  "Eggs  and  Yolks,  frozen,  dried  or  canned," 
3/    Less  than  5OO  pounds. 
4/    Included  in  Republic  of  Panama, 

^/    Includes  665,000  pounds  of  egg  albumen  dried  or  otherwise  presei-ved* 

Prepared  in  Eo reign  Agricultural  Service,  Compiled  from  PoiSeign  Commerce  and 
official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 


IROZM,  P32S.-]HTi]D  AlTD  PEEPARSD  ZGGS  l/ 
United  States  exports  "by  Countiy  of  Destination 
Average  I9U6-50,  Annual  1950-54- 


• 

Ave rag©; 

T  0  1 

1954 

Cotontry  ; 

19m-o~50 

*!  /-s  f— /-V 

1950  : 

1951  ; 

1952  ' 

1953  : 

i 1 000  : 

1,000 

1  ,,000  i 

1,000  ; 

X5OOO  ; 

1 5  UUU 

pounds 

pounds. 

potmds ! 

pounds: 

pounds ! 

pounds 

"  2/ 

uanaaa 

410 

bO 

44 

Mexico  ! 

623 

lis 

89  : 

113 

lie: 

Panama 

:  57 

Sb 

89 

\  63 

91 

ranama  oanai  Zione 

»  iOO 

94 

:  135 

\  130 

T  T  T 

:  91 

Bahamas 

1 

2 

13 

;  b 

jjemiiicia 

I  D 

:  3 

"7 

:  7 

:  9 

25 

ok 

L/uDa 

■7 

•  7 

:  3 

:  1 

21 

-7 

:  7 

.            1  7 

our9,cao  liwi 

21 

r 

\  D 

:  3 

J  amaica 

^/ 

:  13 

1  oc 

!  2!? 

!  1,344 

.  1»020 

*** 

!  10 

i  taly 

•  23 

:  50 

:  2 

:  104 

lietherlands 

:  22 

:  55 

:  15 

i  — 

•        71 7 

>  PI 

United  Kingdom 

.  6,523 

Japan 

:  3 

1  1 

Philippine  Ilepu"blic 

:  9 

:  S 

i        6  ^ 

•  6 

:  2 

J  10 

Colomhia 

!  1 

5  3 

:  3 

:  3 

Venezuela 

J  109 

:  17s 

:  37 

:  36 

:  82 

:  3S 

Liberia 

:  2 

:  4 

Others 

I  210 

:  2 

\     ~  ^ 

:  S 

:  h 

Total  kf 

i  9,632 

i  2,U67 

•  336 

\  m 

J  i^2^ 

1/  Wot  separately  shovm  prior  to  19427 

Zf  Includes  only  frozen  eggs. 

3/  Less  than  500  pounds, 

5/  Includes  eggs  preserved,  n.e.s. 


Prepared  in  Foreign  Agricultural  Serviceo    Compiled  from  Foreign  Commerce 
and  Navigation  of  the  United  States  and  official  records  of  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census. 
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LIVE  POUITiir 
United  States  Sxports  by  Coimtry  of  Destination. 
Averages  1937-39,  I9US-5O5  Annual  1951'-5^+ 


1 

d 

Avei'ages  : 

e 
■ 

d 
C 

195^ 

Country  : 

1951  ! 

1952 

1953  ! 

1/ 

if 

,        1/  ^ 

^  m 

1.000  ' 

1 . 000 

1,000  J 

1,000  . 

1,000  1 

I5OOO 

pounds  i 

,  pounds  . 

pounds  : 

pounds 

Canada  : 

96  ' 

79 

lg9  : 

219 

Costa  Rica 

\ 

El  Salvador 

2 

3  < 

_ 

Gtiatemala 

2/  • 

{? 

0  4 

7 

1 

Mexico  ! 

27^ 

1^070 

.    1,  U62 

:    Is  797  . 

1.850 

Panama 

'  2 

g 

15 

Panama  Canal  Zone 

J 

:  3 

Bahamas  ; 

!  2 

Bermuda  , 

1  9 

1 

3  ! 

15 

Cuba 

>  ^ 

ODD 

;  35g 

6gg 

:        g9  . 

✓ 

3 

Curacao  , 

(  D 

Jamaica 

:  6 

1 

Trinidad 

■7 

•  2/ 
±1/ 

1  1 

Israel  /  Palestine 

2/ 

:  1 

Hong  Kong 

;  1 

Japan 

;  1 

1 

1  . 

Philippine  Republic 

1 

t  6 

:           7  : 

2 

— 

Thailand 

1           2  . 

1  . 

Argentina 

;          1  : 

^  3 

Brazil 

!  1 

:  1 

;  2 

3 

Colombia 

1 

:  1+ 

;  6 

;  11 

Peru 

;  2 

;  2 

:          1  . 

Venezuela 

g 

;  2g5 

:  1 

:         12  . 

Ig 

Liberia 

:           1  0 

1 

Others 

26 

7 

s  !> 

X               1  ' 

:  3 

Total 

105 

l.?5g 

:  l,gg9 

2. 22U 

:  2,095 

2,127 

17  Includes  baby  chicks* 
2/    Less  than  5OO  potmds^ 


Prepared  in  Poreign  Agrictiltural  Serviceo  Compiled  from  Foreign  Commerce 
and  of:^icial.  records-  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census » 
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BABY  CHICKS 

United  States  E3i;ports  "by  Cotmtry  of  Destination 

Annual  lS)52-.5i+ 


n  A'l  TTt  ^  7»T7" 

x"l?^  < 

iQpJk 

X^^M- 

XyVJVJV  < 

1  ODD 

British  HnndTiTflQ 

!  *  ! 

I 

Canada 

11^5 
>  xxJ 

qk 

207 
cu  / 

OcIXVcLU.Ua 

fin 

xxu 

r^'fT  ol"  4*iTn  Q 

r  00 

►  PI  1 

>  CXX  1 

PRP 

ill 

P  P!R7 

-ih  , 
,                 XH  1 

•t  cij.i  cull  ct 

•                             PI  P 

PPP 

I                 6  < 

'           1  PIT 
xox 

p?6 

.  "7 
>  J 

7g 

Gil  "h  ft 

1  PP  < 

1  pn 

>  XCW 

\J  UJL        d,0    iM  »»  X 

« 

>            0  1 

Pf? 

Haiti 

IQ  ' 
1              x^  , 

,T  aTn  a  ?  0 

QP 

XirxiiiCLa.CL  OC    XODHgO  < 

p  ■ 

An           Q  < 

>             PI  7  ■ 

v*  J.  w  ^  \^  0 

1 

Italv 

'  PI 

If? 

g 

Le'banon 

Qhirlrp-7'  < 

IP 

i  xixxxppme  xiepuDxxc 

•  PP 

k7  - 

Thail  anr? 

16 

»  xu 

p 

k 

J?nl  i  •o-T  a 

J-'W V  X ct 

1  0 

xp 

>                 P  < 

Q 

-i-^XXvX^U  VJUiX.OXiCc 

J 

Chile 

q 

2  : 

t. 1     in "I  Q 

vwXUlilUXS.  1 

>               XO^  1 

Qok 

1  7 

>                  'to  • 

G7 

Peru 

!                S  i 

!          20  : 

11 

SurinflTD 

u 

Venezuela 

!     6,72g  . 

g,6U5 

Egypt 

55  ^ 

Li"beria 

!                5  ! 

1 

Others 

:          12  . 

6  J 

Total 

i    10,956  i 

'    12,721  S 

15»  33^ 

Prepared  in  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,    Compiled  from  Foreign 
Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States  and  official  records 
of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census* 
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Country- 


Canada 

G-uatemala 

Honduras 

Mexico 

El  Salvador 

Panama 

Panama  Canal  Zone 

Bahamas 

Bermuda 

Cuta 

CTiracao  ITWI 
Dominican  Rep, 
Haiti 

Jamaica  and 

Trinidad 
Belgium  and 

LuxemlDourg 
Denmark 
France 

Germany,  Western 
Netherlands 
Switzerland 
United  Kingdom 
Bahrein 

Israel  /  Palestine 
LelDanon 
Saudi  Arabia 
Kuv/ait 

British  Malaya 
Hong  Kong 
Indonesia- 
Japan 

Philippine  Rep, 
Taiwan  (Formosa) 
Brazil 

British  G-uiana 


POULTRY  jm  GMm,  PEESE  OR  FROZEN 
United  States  Ezpoarts  "by  Country  of  Destination 
Averages  1937-39»  19^6.-50,  Annual  1952~5^ 


Averages  1/ 


1937-39 


1,000 
pounds 


308 


3^ 

II 

298 
k 
178 


s 


325 


lUS 


19^6-50 


1,000 
ppunds 


1,695 
2 

2/ 
211 

93 
829 

51 

3S6 
265 
699 
6 
1 

7 

^97 


Ik 
563 
1,637 
39 
5 

11 
21+9 

16 
1 
1 
3 

92 
125 
1 
1 


1952 


:Qii  ckens:  Poultry 
Capons  ;&  Game 


1,000 
pounds 


32k 

7 

k 

269 

33 
611 

17 
376 
3^9 
795 
2 
k 

12 

57 

2 
63 
53 
26s 


19 
527 
7 

20 
7 

17 


1,000 
pounds 


73^ 


208 

106 
112 
110 
356 
5L2 

75 

9 


21 


136 


8 

25U 
6 

h 

51 
2 

17 
7 


;CMck  ens: 
Capons 


1,000 
pounds 


2,560 
7 
3 

286 

108 
1,083 
IS 
516 

3S 
900 

7 

k 

ho 
106 

9 

61 
118 


6 

229 

17 
1 

19 

3 
k 


Poult  ry  Chickens 
&  Game  ; Capons 


1,000 
pounds 


5 

IU5 

S3 
iko 

97 
336 
285 
60 
9 
9 

37 

90 
212 

39 

1 

SO 

5 
2 

99 
2 

5 

9 
2 
21 
If 

h 


1,000 
pounds 


1,915 

9 
k 

207 

7S 
820 

^7 
520 

17 

926 

23 
k 

29 

35 


23 
317 


2 

209 
16 

37 

20 

9 


31 


Poultry 
<?:  Game 


1,000 
pounds 

6,155 
k 

2 

155 
3^2 

399 
^7 

12 

7 

UO 


1 

10 

'16 

1 


1 

162 

3 

2 

S7 
6 

10 
11 
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rOULTRY  MD  GME,  mESE  OR  SHOZM 
United  States  Exports  "by  Country  of  Destination 
Averages  1937~39>  19^50,  imnual  1952--5^ 


gontinued; 


Ccuntrv  • 

C3:a5.ck  e  zs-Poult  ry ; 

Chicken  s^o  tat 

Chicl?ms:Potatry 

Capons  i 

&  Game  : 

Capons  : 

&  Game 

Capons  ; 

.&  Game 

1,000  J 

1,000  i 

1,000  : 

1,000  . 

I5OOO  ; 

1,000 

pounds" 

pounds 

pounds; 

pounds; 

pounds; 

pounds. 

•> 

pounds 

pounds 

ColomlDia 

1  ' 

3 

10  ; 

2 

Peru 

15 

13  ' 

:  20 

15  ' 

:  19 

Surinam 

:  2 

Venezuela 

29 

:  2,UU9 

'     335  " 

207  : 

9 

1       50  ' 

3 

:  36 

Belgian  Congo 

:  8 

!          2  . 

French  Morocco 

*** 

:  1 

110 

:  7S 

Liberia 

k 

:        11  . 

15 

i  13 

16 

:  12 

Fr,  Pacific  Is. 

: 

:  2 

:  2 

:  12 

Western  Pacific 

[     ss  , 

Islands 

1  50 

:  27 

Others 

!  55 

I  37 

i  3 

3 

:  2 

Total 

;  1,991 

: 10, 002 

:  Uj251 

:  2,772 

6,1S5 

;  2,162 

:  5.55s 

i  g,099 

1./  Seperate  classification  of  Chickens  and  Capons  and  Poultry  and  Game  not 
available  before  1952^ 
2/  Less  than  5OO  poujids. 
^/  Included  with  Panama « 


Prepared  in  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,    Compiled  from  Joareign  Commerce  and 
Navigation  of  the  United  States  and  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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United  States  Exports  "by  Country  of  Destination 
Average  Annual  1950-5^- 


Country  ; 

Average 
19U6~50 

'    1950  . 

'  1951 

:  1952 

'    19^3  ,  * 

:  I95U 

1,000  ! 

1,000 

;  1,000 

•  1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

pounds  . 

pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds  . 

.  pounds  : 

pounds 

Canada  ; 

10  \ 

32 

i  1,92s  ! 

•  1.388 

2,139  i 

1,731 

Mexico  : 

3  i 

2 

; 

i           8  : 

1  , 

1 

Panama  : 

1  : 

2/ 

;  — 

;  — 

:          1  . 

— 

Panama  Canal  Zone  ! 

\^  , 

;          6  . 

;         15  . 
;  — 

12  . 

12 

Bahamas  j 

— 

3 

;  — 

Bermuda  ! 

6  ! 

1 

:  7 

:  8 

8 

Cuta  : 

2  : 

2 

:  3 

:           7  ' 

:  3 

!  2 

Curacao  IfWI  < 

7  • 

6 

:  11 

!  7 

:  - 

Belgiian  .  ! 

35  . 

!  — 

— 

:  — 

Germany,  Western  \ 

6  . 

— 

;  — 

:  5 

I  - 

G-reece 

19  : 

\  — 

:      —  ! 

;  — 

— 

— 

Italy  ; 

1  : 

5 

;      —  ; 

3 

3 

Sweden 

5  . 

:  — 

!  - 

:  18 

Switzerland  ! 

2 

=  1/ 

•         3  . 

—        ■  . 

t  - 

;  - 

United  Kingdom 

If 

— 

1  J 

:      -  : 

;      —  , 

:  - 

— 

Czechoslovakia 

!  U9O 

I  — 

:  — 

:  - 

- 

;  — 

Poland 

:  312 

:  — 

: 

— 

:  — 

U.S.S.R. 

:  2.337 

;  — 

!  — 

;  — 

Bahrein 

:  3 

!  2/ 

:  '4 

:           h  , 

:  - 

'  5 

Syria 

k 

;  — 

:  — 

;  — 

— 

Israel  /  ^^alestine  . 

9 

:  21 

:  k2 

'  31 

:  19 

Kuwait 

;  h 

;  — 

;  — 

:          5  : 

!  15 

Saudi  Arahia 

;         16  , 

6 

:  6 

I         6  - 

!  19 

30 

Br,  Malaya.  1 

'      ^1  r 

:  S 

:           5  ' 

•  3 

;  — 

Hong  Kong  ; 

\  6 

5 

:  1+ 

:  2 

:  5 

3 

India 

:          3  . 

\  ' 

;  - 

— 

!  - 

Indonesia 

:  2 

'         3  • 

!              1  . 

:  1 

Japan  j 

7  • 

7 

:  - 

:  2 

:  6 

Philippine  Eepuhlic  : 

:  2^ 

:  ^ 

;  — 

:  7 

2 

:  3 

Bolivia 

:  2 

1 

!  — 

:  k 

!  - 

t  - 

Chile 

;  2 

5 

:          7  . 

!  U 

;  1 

Colombia  ; 

X  \ 

2  < 

;  2 

:  1 

!  1,0C6' 

Peru 

:  3 

J  3 

:  6 

:  7 

Venezuela 

lis  . 

:  83 

:  101 

!  60 

!  112 

Un,  of  South  Africa  . 

:         16  - 

Pr,  Pacific  Islands    i  1 

2 

:  3 

Others 

:  9 

2 

:  9 

:  13 

:  27 

\     "  kS 

Total 

!  3,^88 

j  351 

:  2.103 

:  1.6J2 

:    2, 3^2 

'i  3.029 

T/    Exports  of  canned  chicken  were  not  separately  shovm  prior  to  19^3* 
2/    Less  than  5OO  pomds, 
j/    If  any  under  "Others", 


Prepared  in  Foreign  Aggi cultural  Service,  Compiled  from  Foreign  Commerce 
and  Navigation  of  the  United  States  and  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census, 
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PODITBY  PRODUCTS 
United  States  Imports  "by  Cotmtry  of  Origin 
Averages  %S31-3St  19^6~50,  Annual  1950-5^+ 


Item  and  Country 


LlvQ  Poultry 
Canada 

Dominican  Republic 
Others 
Total 

Baby  Chicks 
Canada 
Total 

Poultry,  Dressed  or  Mor- 
dressed,  and  Eviscer- 


ated  Chickens 
Canada 
Mexico 
Argentina 
Others 
Total 


Other  Poultry,  Preservedl , 000 


tJnit 


IjOOeTi 
lbs. 


1,000 


1.000 
lbs» 


or  Prepared 
Mexico 
France 
HHngary 
Spain 

United  Kingdom 
Argentina 
Hong  Kong 
Japan 
Others 
Total 

Chicken  Eggs,  in  the 
Shell 
Canada 

Dominican  Republic 
Ireland 
Uetherlands 
China 
Argentina 
Australia 
Others 
Total 

Eggs.  Other,  in  the 

SheU. 


Candda 
China 
Hong  Kong 
Netherlands 
Taiv/aJ* 
Other 
Total 


lbs. 


1,000 

dOZa 


1,000 
doz. 


Averages 

:19HG-50 

!  1950 

!  1951 

1  1952 

!  195? 

1,920 

i  13.51g 

":5,257 

:  272 

*:3»06l 

:  20© 

>:  217 

33 

'  u 

'  ll 

:  1/ 

 22. 

:  k 

•  !> 

:  2 

:  2 

:  2 

J  5, 260 

'  275 

:^,06? 

:  202 

:  219 

1 

U66 

r  1U2 

:  28 

Liii 

1 

:  360 

'  :5i7 

:  142 

:  2g 

:  U7 

21 

:  3,^2 

\  321 

':  k 

:  209 

i  32 

:  10 

31k 

:!/ 

2^5 

:  19 

:  1 

:  } 

■ 

:  ^22 

i  7 

:  209 

i  ?2 

— 

r  — 

:  — 

:  - 

:  - 

:  4 

:  ll 

— 

:  — 

:  — 

:  — 

:  — 

:  ^7 

:  60 

— 

:  - 

'  mm 

t  - 

:  - 

:  i+ 

:  - 

:  - 

:  - 

:  ~ 

:  2 

:  3 

:  - 

:  - 

:  — 

:  9 

5 

— 

► 

:  3 

:  it 

:  — 

:  ISU 

:  - 

:  - 

i  "  66 

:  i+1 

- 

:  ~ 

:  3 

:  8 

2/ 

•  2/ 

:  2/  , 

.  2/  . 

:  i:^U 

•  309 

5  i 

2.163. 

15,162. 

'^,857* 

6,03^^1 

3,991^ 

!2,  S2U 

10  i 

6OJ 

•  19j 

1: 

-  \ 

- 

— 

-  : 

-  J 

—  J 

-  : 

-  J 

1/ 

.  —  ! 

1.75s J 

12: 

— 

"lli^  i 

2: 

2: 

1: 

1/  ; 

30: 

"  60! 

3 

231  :' 

3: 

2j 

, 

1: 

330 

360  : 

2,22g: 

^.IS^: 

6,690: 

6,106: 

3.992: 

3,171 

-  : 

1: 

yi 

—  : 

—  : 

-  : 

1 

16I: 

23S: 

1/  : 
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MRICETING  OF  EGG  AND  POUlTRY  PRODUCTS  IN  CURACAO  1/ 

By  Herbert  W,  Ford 

Marketing  Specialist 

Curacao  is  an  important  outlet  for  United  States  egg  and  poultry  products j 
amounting  to  more  than  ;;^7C0,000  annually.    The  United  States  has  an  advantage  over 
other  suppliers  because  of  our  nearness. 

In  Willemstad,  Curacao^,  modern  supermarkets  and  small  shops  sell  United 
States  frozen  chickens,  turkeys  and  shell  eggSo    There  seemed  to  be  a  variety  and 
an  abundance  of  these  products  on  display.    Store  owners  indicated  United  States 
products  are  favored  as  long  as  the  prices  are  competitive  with  those  offered  by 
other  countries,  primarily  the  Netherlands,    Some  of  them  indicated  they  change' 
brands  whenever  they  can  get  the  desired  quality  at  lower  prices.    Chicken  meat, 
mostly  ready-to~cook  broilers,  selling  at  over  $1,00  a  pound  is  a  luxury  item, 
but  even  so  the  merchants  believe  that  half  the  population  can  afford  poultry  for 
at  least  special  occasions.    The  market  for  chicken  meat  would  expand  considerably 
if  retail  prices  could  be  reduced  to  80  cents  a  pound,  according  to  these  retailers 

Shell  Egg  Imports.    High  quality  cartoned  shell  eggs  are  distributed  through 
supermarkets.    In  most  of  the  smaller  stores,  half  or  a  full  case  of  loose  eggs 
are  placed  in  glass  front  coolers  and  the  eggs  sold  individually.    Prices  and 
quality  varied  with  the  type  of  store  and  location.    Locally  produced  eggs  are 
sold  primarily  in  the  supermarkets  and  house  to  house  orders o    The  necessity  of 
refrigeration  was  realized  in  nearly  every  retail  outlet  because  of  a  hot, 
relatively  dry  climate „ 


r/"  This  report  is  based  on  a  recent  marketing  study  made  in  Curacao,    The  author 
xd.shes  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  and  information  supplied  by  United 
States  Government  officials,  local  Government  officials  and  members  of  the  poultry 
industry  in  Curacaoo 


Fresh  and  Frozen  Poultry.    Netherland  Antilles  2/  merchants  and  petroleum 
company  commissaries  imported  over  1  million  pounds  of  poultry  during  19^k.» 
Poultry  meat  is  liked  by  the  majority  of  the  people  in  Curacao  and  Aruba,  Ample 
supplies  of  frozen  whole  or  cut-up  ready-to-cook  poultry  were  on  display  in  the 
stores  visited  in  Willemstad,    Individual  pieces  could  be  bought  over  the  counter 
or  in  frozen  packages.    Frozen  poultry,  according  to  some  retailers,  is  still  not 
readily  accepted  by  some  consumers.    Small  quantities  of  native  fresh  poultry  are 
available. 

Because  of  relatively  high  shipping  costs,  small  lot  purchases  and  substantial 
retail  markups,  retail  price  of  poultry  in  Curacao  are  about  twice  as  high  as  in 
the  States,    None  of  the  retailers  interviexired  buy  in  large  enough  quantities  to 
purchase  directly  from  United  States  processors,    Curacao  retailers  are  constantly 
looking  for  United  States  exporters,  jobbers  or  middleman  who  can  quote  the  lowest 
prices  for  items  wanted. 

Baby  Chick  Imports.    Florida  hatcherymen  are  the  major  suppliers  of  chicks  to 
Curacao,    New  Hampshircs  arc  the  preferred  breed  for  broiler  purposes, ■ while 
Leghorns  arc  preferred  for  egg  production,    Curacao  producers,  however,  indicated 
an  interest  in  various  crosses  developed  in  the  United  States,    Imports  of  baby 
chicks  probably  will  increase  some  1^0,000  birds  in  1955  above  the  65,000  imported 
in  1951i. 


Feed  stores  which  handle  feeds  and  medicines  primarily  imported  from  the  United 
States  are  also  the  principle  importers  of  baby  chicks.    Chicks  are  shipped  in  by 
air  from  Miami,  Florida,  then  delivered  from  the  airport  to  various  feed  stores 
and  other  outlets  located  in  Willemstad,    The  chicks  are  often  sold  directly  from 
the  original  shipping  box.    They  receive  no  heat  and  very  little  attention  except 
for  feed  and  water  prior  to  sale.    The  retail  price  for  individual  chicks  sold  to 
workers  for  backyard  raising  is  around  2h  cents  each,  td.th  lox^er  price  for  large 
qiiantity  sales. 

The  amount  of  certain  egg  and  poultry  products  imported  by  Curacao  and  Aruba 
from  the  United  States  are  shovm  in  the  table  below,    Dutch  market  eggs  compete 
with  ours  during  the  spring  months  and  the  volume  imported  amounts  to  around  5,000 
cases  anually,    A  small  amount  of  poultry  meat  from  the  Netherlands  is  imported 
the  year  round.  ■  ■ 

Netherland  Antilles  Imports  of  Specific  U.S,  Poultry  Products 
Items  -  ■  Units  19.53        19^h  19$$'^ 


Market  Eggs 

Chicken  &  Capons  (Fresh  or  Frozen) 
Poultry  &  Gariie  (Fresh  or  Frozen) 
^3^.  chicks 


l^COO  doz. 
1^000  lbs, 
l;000  lbs, 
IjOpO  chicks 


570 
900 
60 
53 


505 

:  li;5 

926 

!  260 

hi 

!  9 

65  ! 

50 

l/Rough  estimate  of  U,S,  expo'rts  for  the  first  '5  months  of  19557 


1/  The  annual  statistical  data  used  in  this  report  includes  the  island  of  Aruba  tho 
other  major  islands  of  the  Netherland  Antilles,  Oil  refining  is  the  major  industry 
on  both  islands. 


Import  Restrictions.    There  is  a  3  percent  import  duty  on  the  foa,s»  value 
of  imports e    No  inspection  or  quarantine  regulations  exist  on  baby  chicks  and 
thus  chicks  enter  free  from  disease  controls.    There  are  no  minimum  egg  quality 
restrictions  but,  because  of  the  demand,  quality  eggs  are  the  rule  rather  than 
the  exception. 

Local  Poultry  Pr oducti on 

Although  feed,  antibiotics  and  vitamins  must  be  imported  to  raise  chicks,  a 
broiler  and  egg  laying  industry  is  developing  in  Curacao,    United  States  baby 
chicks  have  no  competition  since  flying  time  from  Miami  is  only  6  hours  compared 
to  over  30  hours  from  the  Netherlands,    A  significant  fact  is  that  the  poultry 
industry  is  being  developed  on  a  hobby  or  part-time  basis,  and  is  not  a  self- 
sustaining  operationo    Because  of  high  production  costs,  flocks  are  owned  and 
operated  by  both  active  and  retired  businessmen  of  Willemstad,    They  follow  modern 
husbandry  methods  and  invest  in  modern  houses  and  equipment.    Two  producers  handle 
over  10,000  chicks  each  per  year  and  in  all  over  60,000  chicks  were  raised  in  X9$k. 

These  producers  arc  interested  in  marketing  quality  broilers  and  eggs.  No 
one  on  the  island  produces  broilers  or  eggs  as  his  sole  means  of  livelihood.  New 
Hampshire  chicks  are  preferied  for  broilers  and  Leghorns  and  Rhode  Island  Reds  for 
egg-laying.    It  is  believed  that  Leghorns  are  three  times  as  important  as  Rhode 
Island  Reds,    However,  part-time  producers  arc  interested  constantly  in  improving 
their  production  efficiency  and  many  are  now  trvlng  new  and  different  breeds. 

General 

Curacao,  the  major  island  of  the  Netherlands  West  Indies,  lies  38  miles  off 
the  coast  of  Venezuela,    It  has  an  area  of  210  square  miles  and  a  population  of 
110,000,  m.ost  of  whom  live  near  the  city  of  Willemstad  and  the  adjacent  oil 
refineries,    Aruba  has  an  area  of  69  square  miles  and  a  population  of  5U,000. 
The  economy  of  both  islands  depends  upon  the  refining  of  oil  from  the  fields  of 
Maracaibo,  Venezuela,  and  the  people  have  a  high  standard  of  living.    They  enjoy 
a  high  degree  of  economic  and  political  autonomy,  the  Netherlands  giving  advice 
only  vdien  advice  is  sought, 

Curacao  and  Aruba  depend  on  imported  foodstuffs,  for  although  the  soil  is 
fertile,  low  rainfall  and  high  temperatures  limit  agricultural  production. 

As  the  islands  are  dependent  on  imports,  trade  restrictions  arc  few  and  Dutch 
firms  and  subjects  enjoy  no  special  privileges.    Foreign  concerns,  however,  cannot 
set  up  distributorships  unless  it  is  proved  that  no  local  business  organization 
can  properly  represent  them.    Exporters  in  foreign  countries  are  in  keen 
competition  with  one  another  to  establish  contacts  with  Ciiracao  importers,  Dutch 
exporters  realize  the  potential  of  Curacao  as  a  market  for  their  products  and  have 
an  effective  "trade  mission"  in  Willemstad  promoting  Dutch  products.  Exchange 
licenses  are  freely  given  for  goods  from  hard  currency  countries.    Trade  is  free 
and  unlimited  from  soft  currency  areas. 


Although  the  Curacao  and  Aruba  market  is  a  relatively  small  one  for  cg^^s  and 
poultry,  it  is  nevertheless  an  important  one.    Importers  there  prefer  U.S. 
poultry  products  because  of  our 'modem  processing  and  packaging  methods  and 
because  of  our  nearness  to  them.    Our  shell  eggs  are  of  generally  good  quality, 
although  some  improvement  could  be  made  in  both  quality  and  packaging. 

Accurate  figures  on  local  egg  and  poultry  production  are  lacking  but  it  is 
estimated  that  per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  is  less  than  100  per  year,  and 
less  than  10  pounds  of  poultry  per  year.    Relatively  high  retail  prices  have 
kept  consumption  at  these  low  levels.    There  is  a  much  larger  potential  market 
in  these  islands  if  savings  could  be  made  in  distribution  costs. 

For  additional  information  write  the  Dairy  and  Poultry  Division,  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,C, 
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SWITZERLAND:    POULTRY  AND  EGG  SITUATION 
Foreign  Trade 

Egg  production  in  Svritzerland  has  been  increasing  for  the  last  few  years, 
but  imports  are  still  required  to  meet  consumer  demands.    In  195U,  619,16?  cases 
were  imported,  or' 29  percent  of  total  requirements o    The  largest  shippers  of  shell 
eggs  were  Denmark,  Poland,  The  Netherlands,  Yugoslavia,  and  Argentina,  in  that 
order,  as  shown  in  Table  1,    These  countries  supplied  80  percent  of  Swiss  shell 
egg  imports  in  1953  and  70  percent  in  195U. 


Table  1 


SWITZERLAITO:    Imports  of  shell  eggs  in  pounds  1/ 


Countr^r  of  origin             '  ! 

:               1953  • 

I95it 

1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

United  States 

:  2/ 

:  1,393 

Denmark 

:  5Tl06 

:  7,293 

Poland 

1  5,ljii3 

:  l4,6lii 

Netherlands 

1  5,699 

r  3,532 

Yugoslavia 

3,llt8 

:  2,685 

Argentina 

2,7i].9 

:  2,262 

France  \ 

805 

:  2,lii5 

Bulgaria 

955 

:  1,298 

Sweden 

2,050 

:  931 

Others 

;  2,068 

:  2^811 

Total 

:  28,023 

:  28,96i4 

1/  Because  eggs  from  various  countries  are  of  different  weights  it  is  not  possible 
to  convert  these  imports  from  metric  tons  as  originally  reported  to  dozens  or 
cases,    2/  Insignificant, 
Source:    Official  Swiss  customs  statistics. 


This' circular  is  based  on  a  report  submitt^-d  by  the  Economic  Section,  U,S,  Embassy, 
Bern,  Switzerland, 


Switzerland  imported  apf^roximately  U0,000' cases  of  shell  eggs  from  the  United 
States  in  1951;  compared  to  6,000  cases  in  19^3,  prmarily  because  of  low  United 
States  egg  prices.    As  a  general  rule,  the  best  time  for  shell  eggs  to  be  shipped 
from  the  United  States  to  Sid.tzerland  is  during  the  October-January  period.    It  is 
in  this  period  when  European  egg  prices  are  at  their  seasonal  peak,  and  American 
egg  prices  are  frequently  declining.    However,  relatively  low  priced  Argentine 
supplies  are  available  at  that  season  of  the  year,    Swiss  importers  have  been 
satisfied  generally  with  the  quality  of  United  States  eggs,  but  there  have  been 
occasional  exceptions  due  to  poor  packing  materials  and  small  egg  size. 

Switzerland  also  is  far  from  being  self-sufficient  in  the  production  of 
poultry  meat.    Imports  of  dressed  poultry,  which  have  been  comparatively  stable 
diiring  recent  years,  increased  by  about  one-fourth  in  195U.    Table  2  shows  that 
the  chief  suppliers  are  the  Netherlands  and  Denmark.    It  has  been  reported  that 
these  countries,  which  normally  have  exportable  surpluses,  have  experienced 
difficulties  in  selling  poultry  to  Western  Germany  and  Italy  d\iring  the  last  6 
months,  due  to  competition  from  Eastern  European  countries.    This  may  have 
accounted  for  some  of  the  increased  Std-ss  imports  during  19^k» 

Imports  of  American  eviscerated  chickens  increased  from  130,000  pounds  in 
1953  to  315,000  pounds  in  195it.    Swiss  customs  statistics  ' indicated  the  average 
GIF  price  importers  paid  for  United  States  poultry  was  50.9  cents  per  pound, 
Swiss  importers  are  well  satisfied  with  our  poultry  meat.    All  poultry  shipments 
for  the  past  7  years  have  been  inspected  at  the  border  for  Newcastle.  During 
this  whole  period  not  one  carcass  was  found  to  have  this  disease. 

Table  2  SWITZERLAND:    Imports  of  Dressed  Poultry 


Country  of  Origin  : 

1953  ' 

-  1951; 

1,000  pounds  ! 

;         1,000  pounds 

United  States  : 

'130  ! 

'315 

Netherlands  ; 

:                  3;2l6  : 

it;  2  88 

Denmark  : 

:                 2,769  J 

3,915 

France 

562  J 

:  U85 

Yugoslavia  j 

:                    227  i 

269 

Western  Germany  ! 

157  ! 

!  2i;3 

Others  ! 

!                    399  i 

-392 

Total  TTUSO  9,907 


Source:    Official  Swiss  customs  statistics. 
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DOMESTIC  PRODUCTION 

In  recent  jrcars  there  has  been  relatively  little  increase  in  the  number  of 
chickens  on  farms  in  Switzerland.    The  Government  has  attempted  to  keep  the  pro- 
duction of  eggs  and  poultry  low  in  order  to  permit  their  importation  from  neighbor- 
ing countries  with  agrarian  economies,  and  to  encourage  the  exportation  to  those 
countries  of  industrial  products.    This  has  also  facilitated  the  payment  of 
indemnities  to  Swiss  nationals  who  lost' their  properties  in  Eastern  Europe  during 
World  War  II,    To  carry  out  this  policy,  the  Government  issues  authorizations  or 
permits  for 'the  establishment  of  new  poultry  farms  consisting  of  more  than  l50 
adult  birds,  or  for  an  increase  in  flock  size  above  this  level.    Table  3  shows  the 
relative  stability  of  laying  flocks  during  recent  years o 

Table  3  SWITZERLAND:    Poultry  Numbers,  April  1 


Famcrs  Number  of  chickens 


* 
• 

Tear  * 

Breeding 
Poultry 

•        '  Pullets 

•  Laying 

•  -  Hens 

Other 
Chickens 

•    Total  of 
'all  chickens 

1951  : 

1952  : 

1953  : 
195iil/  : 
1955  1/  : 

261,665 
257,000 

N.A. 

N,A. 

N.A..._ 

:  1,599,000 
:  1^660,000 
:  1,610,000 
:  1>620,000 
:  1,610,000 

:  ii,  2  71,  000 
:  ii^2i47,000 
:  1^,250,000 
:  li, 300, 000 
:      350, 000 

:  369,000 
:  353,000 
:  1^00,000 
:  380,000 
:  380,000 

6,239,000 
6,260,000 
6,260,000 
6,300,000 
6,3i|O,O0O 

1/  Estimated  by  U.S.  Embassy, 

Source:  Federal  Division  of  Agriculture  and  Swiss  Farmers'  Union  for  195l-1953« 


As  a  result  of  this  policy  it  has  been  necessary  for  Switzerland  to  import 
about  30  percent  of  the  total  eggs  consumed  in  that  country.    Table  k  shows  that 
consumption  during  the  last  3  years  and  estimated  consumption  in  1955  has  been 
growing  at  a  more  rapid  rate  than  has  production. 


Table  h  SWITZERLAND:    Production,  Imports  and  Consumption  of  Shell  Eggs 


Year 

:      Laying  - 
:       hens  : 

:     Yield  - 
per  hen  • 

'    Production  l/- 

:  Imports 

:  Available  for 
:  consumption 

1952 

1953  ' 
1951;  2/ 
1955  2/ 

:  liOOO 

Eggs  : 
iW  : 
125 

!  126 
126 

Millioh  Eggs 

: Million 'Eggs  2/- 

•  Million  Eggs 

l;,2ij.7  : 
1;,250  : 
:      1;,300  1 
•     1;,350  • 

.  "  526,6  1 
531.2  : 
51;1.8 

:  5i;7.l 

213.3 

219.2  : 

222,9  J 
238.0  J 

739.9 
750.1; 

761;,  7 
785.1 

1/    Hatching  and  broken  eggs  have  been  deducted,    2/  Estimated  by  U,S,  Embassy, 
Source:    Federal  Division  of  Agriculture  and  Swiss  Farmers'  Union  for  1952  and 
1953. 


Table  5  shows  the  per  capita " consumption  of  shell  eggs  with  changes  in 
storage  stocks  taken  into  account.    The  per  capita  consumption  of  all  eggs  in- 
cludes dried  and  frozen  eggs. 


Table  5  SWITZERLAND:    Annual  per  capita  consumption  of  eggs 


Year                                :            Shell  eggs  :  All  eggs 

:  number  of  eggs-  :  number  of  eggs 

19^1                              i             151.7  i  165.9 

1952  :             15U.1  :  166.3 

1953  :  153.1^  :  166.7 
195it                              :            157.0  :  173*0 


The  bulk  of  domestic  eggs  are  produced  by  farmers  who  keep  small  flocks  as  a 
sideline  enterprise.    It  has  been  estimated  that  not  more  than  10  percent  of  the 
total  production  comes  from  commercial  flocks.    The  most  popular  breed  in 
Switzerland  for  egg  laying  purposes  is  the  White  Leghorn. 

OUTLOOK 

Production.    It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  laying  hens  in  1955  will  bo 
slightly  higher  than  in  195ii.,    Egg  production  per  hen  is  expected  to  continue 
rising  slowly  so  that  the  total  production  of  eggs  will  increase  somewhat. 

Consumption.    Per  capita  consumption  of  shell  eggs  in  195^  was  l57»0  per  person 
and  has  been  increasing  steadily  during  recent  years.    In  view  of  a  short  domestic 
supply  of  beef  expected  this  year  and  continued  prosperity,  egg  consumption  in 
1955  way  show  a  further  increase. 

Imports.    The  volume  of  shell  egg  imports  will  probably  increase  in  1955  compared 
to  1951;,  while  trade  sources  believe  that  dressed  poultry  imports  will  probably 
remain  at  about  last  year's  level. 
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ICiRIETING  POULTRY  PRODUCTS  IN  VETEZUELA 

Bjr  Herbert  W.  Ford  1/ 
Agricultural  Economist 

I'ferketing  Highlights 

Venezuela  is  the  United  States'  second  largest  market  for  egg  and  poultr^/ 
products.    It  is  a  hard  currency  country  and  largely  dependent  on  imported  food 
stuffs,  as  well  as  manufactured  items  necessary?'  in  building  a  poultry  industry. 
Other  exporting  coimtries  continually  try  to  obtain  a  share  of  this  market. 

Last  year  Venezuela  purchased  over  500  million  dollars  worth  of  United  States 
agricultural  and  industrial  products ^  including  more  than  6  million  dollars  snent 
for  egg  and  poultry  products.    Practically  all  of  Venezuela's  imports  up  to  1953 
came  from  the  United  States,    However,  during  the  spring  months  since  1953  Denmark 
and  Canada  have  been  successfully  competing  x-oith  United  States  market  eggs.  It 
is  estimated  that  Venezuela  imToortcd  70,000  cases  of  eggs  from  Denmark  during  the 
1955  spring  production  season. 


The  following  table  shoT^rs  U«S,  poultry  exnorts  to  Venezuela.    Market  eggs 
and  babj'-  chicks  are  the  two  major  items  and  will  be  discussed  in  detail  later. 
Exports  of  live  poultr^^  amounted  to  18,000  pounds  in  195U.    Frozen  and  dried  egg 
exports  should  continue  to  be  as  large  in  1955  as  in  195^.    Under  restrictions 
imposed  by  Venezuela  iraports  of  United  States  ^frozcn"""ah(i  esiincd  poultry'-' 
meat  will  be  small.    OvlLj  in  case  of  absolute  necessity  will  permits  be  granted 
for  the  importation  of  these  products. 


Items 


Iferket  eggs 
Frozen  eggs 
Dried  eggs 

Chickens  L  Capons  (fresh  or  frozen) 

Poultry  &  Game  (fresh  or  frozen)  1/ 

Chicken,  canned 

Babjr  chicks 
_  Poultry^  live  _ 
1/  Primarily  turkey  meat. 


Units 


1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

IjOOO  J3j5unds 


dozen 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

poiinds 


12,227 

'  13,361 

82  : 

38 

h2  ■ 

38 

9  • 

:  3 

50  ' 

36 

60  ' 

112 

:  Qy6h^ 

12  : 

:  18 

1/  The  author  wis'Ses"  tV  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  and  information 
supplied  by  our  AgricultTiral  Attache,  United  States  Government  officials,  local 
Government  officials  and  members  of  the  Venezualan  Poultr;^'-  Industry'-, 
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IMPO^.TS  A2JD  PRODUCTION  OF  lL'i?LlffiT  EGGS 

Last  year  Venezuela  imported  over  hhS ,3^7  cases    of  American  market  eggs. 
Practically  all  these  eggs  were  handled  by  private  importers.    Only  under  unusual 
circumstances  does  the  government  import  anj'-  supply.    There  are  a  large  number 
of  importers  who  are  constantly  seeking  shell  eggs  from  any  exporting  country  at 
the  best  price  possible. 

Few  importers  deliver  eggs  directly  to  retail  outlets.    In  Caracas  most  of 
the  small  importers  sell  to  one  of  the  two  large  egg  brokers  or  another  inter- 
mediary located  in  the  city.    These  brokers  purchase  eggs  from  a  number  of  import- 
ers and  keep  them  in  cold  storage  warehouses  until  the;?-  are  delivered  to  retail 
outlets.    This  method  has  been  found  satisfactory  by  brokers  because  it  relieves 
them  of  the  responsibilities  involved  in  importing  eggs.    Most  of  the  importers 
contacted  obtain  eggs  on  credit  from  United  States  suppliers.    One  United  States 
exporter,  by  offering  now  cases  and  new  filler  flats,  is  able  to  obtain  letters 
of  credit. 

In  Caracas  and  Maracaibo  it  is  only  in  supermarkets  and  modern  shops  that 
refrigeration  and  modern  merchandising  methods  are  employed,    Most  eggs  sold  in 
Venezuela  are  still  handled  in  large,  open  central  markets  and  numerous  small 
native  stores  where  no  attention  is  given  to  refrigeration.    The  retail  price 
of  imported  eggs  is  generally  over  70  cents  per  dozen,  while  locally  produced 
eggs  usually  sell  for  more  than  a  dollar  a  dozen.    Imported  eggs  with  brown  shells 
are  preferred. 

Locally  produced  eggs  generally  command  a  premium  of  approximately  30  cents 
a  dozen  because  consumers  believe  local  eggs  are  fresher  and  because  they  arc 
stronger  in  taste.    Dark  yolks  are  preferred.    This  preference  points  to  the 
desirability  of  United  States  exporters  shipping  midwestern  or  southern  eggs 
produced  on  general  farms  rather  than  commercially  produced  eastern  eggs  T-dth 
light  colored  yolks. 

United  States  exporters  supply  most  of  Venezuela's  imported  eggs  from  May 
to  January"-,    In  recent  years  Denmark  and  Canada  have  been  successful  in  exporting 
shell  eggs  to  Venezuela  during  the  spring  months.    When  their  hens  are  in  heavy 
production  these  co\intrics  export  high  quality  eggs.    In  fact,  various  importers 
stated  thc3'-  were  willing  to  pa3'-  between  60  cents  to  .>1,00  per  case  premium  for 
Danish  or  Canadian  eggs.    IJhcn  Danish,  Canadian  and  American  eggs  are  observed 
stacked  side  by  side  in  a  cold  storage  warehouse,  the  reason  for  the  price 
premiums  are  apparent,    iimerican  eggs  are  packed  in  used  fiber  cases  with  obvious 
heavy  damage  to  the  eggs,    Danish  and  Canadian  eggs  are  packed  primarily  in  new 
wood  cases  with  no  evidence  of  breakage.    Only  one  U,S,  shipment  observed  was 
packaged  in  new  fiber  cases.    Other  fiber  cases  were  saturated  with  moisture  and 
handles  pulled  out.    In  man;''  instances  eggs  were  missing  at  both  ends  idiero  the 
handles  had  been  torn. 


-3- 


Various  United  States  exporters,  x^rhen  questioned  on  this  subject,  claimed  it 
would  be  too  expensive  to  use  new  cases  unless  all  exporters  x^rerc  required  to  do 
so.    These  exporters  should  note,  however,  that  duribg  the  spring  months  of  1955 
foreign  competitors  shipped  over  80,000  cases  to  Venezuela  but  virtually  none 
in  1950o    Superior  packages  and  high  quality  eggs  at  competitive  prices  account 
for  this  increase. 

Indications  are  that  Denmark  and  Canada  Xfjill  have  large  quantities  of  eggs 
for  export  during  the  spring  months  of  1956,    If  Denmark  continues  to  increase 
fall  production  as  it  has  in  the  past  three  years,  American  exporters  of  market 
eggs  Thrill  face  stiff  competition  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  as  well  as 
during  the  first  half«    To  meet  this  added  competition  U„S,  exporters  must  improve 
the  quality,'-  of  eggs  exported  as  well  as  pack  them  in  much  better  materials. 

Unfortunately,  United  States  eggs  do  not  have  a  good  reputation  in  Venezuela. 
Public  denunciation  of  the  quality  of  /American  eggs  has  actually  occurred  through 
newspaper  and  radio  media.    This  type  of  publicity  and  the  fact  the  reputation  of 
our  competitors  has  never  been  challenged  puts  UoS,  eggs  in  an  unfavorable  position. 
VJhen  our  exporters  are  questioned  about  this,  some  claim  they  are  exporting  high 
quality  eggs  but  that  improper  storage  conditions  aboard  ship  are  responsible  for 
the  breakdown  in  quality,,    On  all  ships  inspected  at  LaGuaira  the  eggs  were  well 
stacked  and  the  temperature  and  humiditj^  were  being  propcrljr  maintained.  Although 
shell  eggs  are  a  perishable  and  fragile  commodity,  it  x-ras  noted  that  eggs  unloaded 
from  the  ships  were  handled  over  l5  times  before  reaching  the  retailer.  Quality 
of  imported  eggs  is  lowered  because  of  this  extra  handling,  lack  of  refrigeration, 
and  the  time  lapse  before  the  eggs  reach  consumera-i* 

Presently,  Government  officials  and  egg  producers  in  Venezuela  do  not  favor 
embargoes  or  high  duties  on  market  eggSo    Locally  produced  eggs  which  generally 
sell  for  over  a  dollar  a  dozen,  compared  to  70  cents  for  imported  eggs,  are 
alvrays  in  demand.    Since  local  egg  production  is  almost  non-existent  in  the  summer 
and  fall  months  it  is  believed  that  many  imported  eggs  are  sold  by  farmers  as 
locally  produced  eggs.    Thus,  thcj  have  eggs  to  sell  whether  or  not  their  hens 
are  lairing.    This  helps  explain  the  opposition  of  producers  to  the  suggestion 
that  imported  eggs  should  be  stamped  with  the  country  of  origin. 

The  development  of  a  commercial  egg  producing  industry  in  Venezuela  has  failed 
thus  far.    During  the  past  five  years  a  number  of  individuals,  primarily  near 
Caracas  and  Maracaibo,  have  established  egg-laying  flocks o    Results  have  been 
unsatisf actor;/  and  unprofitable.    The  primary  producer  of  market  eggs  is  the  small 
farmer  who  has  onlv  a  few  hens.    The  hens  are  usually  saved  from  broiler  flocks 
and  arc  forced  to  scavenge  for  a  living.    Reasons  for  the  inability  to  develop 
a  commercial  egg-producing  industry  are  numberous.    Private  development  money  is 
seldom  invested  in  enterprises  as  risk^^-  as  agricultural  production,  particularly 
in  poultry  production  because  disease  control  practices  are  inadequate.  Those 
who  have  invested  capital  in  large  scale  egg-producing  operations,  backed 
generally  by  foreign  capital,  have  failed  principally'"  because  they  were  xinable  to 
combat  climatic  conditions  or  detect  and  control  disease  outbreaks. 


A  great  deal  must  be  done  in  the  field  of  poultry  management  end  disease 
control  before  commercial  egg  production  becomes  successful^    Egg  production  by- 
small  farmers  has  had  some  success  because  of  the  high  prices  received  for  their 
eggs.    The  mountains  to  the  south  of  Caracas  provide  a  temperature  ^diich  is  mild 
and  adaptable  to  egg  production.    It  is  possible  that  in  this  region,  v±th  the 
aid  of  good  farm  management  and  disease  control^  commercial  flocks  can  be 
established.    However,  the  sites  thus  far  used    in  the  area  of  Caracas  have  not 
been  suitable.    Even  with  these  failures  and  the  lack  of  local  investment  capital, 
many  people  interviewed  expressed  a  desire  to  develop  commercial  flocks.  Rumors 
of  outside  capital  being  brought  in  to  develop  egg  productiog  flocks  arc  heard 
constantly. 

Around  the  Maracaibo  area  v^erc  the  mean  temperature  is  above  80  degrees 
Fahrenheit  few  m-oducers  have  been  able  to  keep  their  flocks  disease-resistant 
long  enough  for  profitable  egg  production.    The  result  is  that  pullets  arc 
frequently  sold  for  meat  before  any  eggs  are  produced.    With  such  a  history  few 
people  are  ready  to  start  large  flocks.    All  of  the  egg-laying  flocks  visited  in 
the  Ilaracaibo  area  suffered  from  heat  and  various  poultry  diseases. 

Even  so,  foreign  capital  is  now  being  used  to  develop  a  commercial  cage 
flock  near  Ilaracaibo,    Pole  type  houses  with  aluminum  roofing  ventilated  at  the 
top  and  with  all  sides  open  are  now  in  operation.    The  producer  plans  to  ha.ndle 
6,000  layers  and  is  using  U,S,  purebred  and  inbred  comm.crcial  lajdng  breeds.  All 
eggs  are  handled  and  sorted  mechanically'',  the  larger  sizes  being  packed  in  one 
dozen  cartons  and  the  smaller  eggs  being  sold  by  the  case, 

BROILER  PRODUCTION  AIID  U.S.  CHICK  EIPORTS 

For  the  last  few  years  the  Venezuelan  government  has  been  fostering  the 
development  of  a  broiler  industry'-.    Several  steps  have  been  taken  but  Venezuelan 
investors  arc  reluctant  to  put  capital  in  agricultural  enterprises.  Investments 
in  apartment  building  and  government  bonds  bring  adequate  returns  x^ith  no  compar- 
able risks.    Since  1952  a  highly?-  protectionist  policy  of  banning  practicallyr  all 
imports  of  poultrjr  meat  has  been  adopted,    Tliis  is  accomplished  by  requiring 
government  import  permits  for  poultry'-  but  the  permits  arc  seldom  issued.  The 
importation  of  baby  chicks  is  permitted  on  a  liberal  quota  basis  x^ith  little  or 
no  barriers  to  hinder  free  imports.    Individual  feed  stuffs  are  imported  free  of 
restriction,  but  mixed  feeds  carry  a  relatively  high  duty  as  a  means  of  establish- 
ing a  feed  mixing  industry  in  Venezuela,    Hatching  eggs  arc  not  allowed  to  be 
imported  in  order  to  encourage  local  egg  production. 

As  a  result  of  these  actions,  several  attempts  have  been  ma.de  to  establish 
hatching  egg  flocks  and  hatcheries.    For  all  practical  purposes  these  efforts 
have  failed.    Presently  there  arc  three  small  commercial  hatcheries  in  operation, 
one  being  operated  by  the  Venezuelan  Federal  prison.    One  of  the  other  hatcheries 
was  established  when  an  importer  failed  to  obtain  enough  import  licenses  for 
chicks  to  fill  his  orders. 


Those  endeavors  have  not  been  entirely  satisfactory.    Only  a  few  farmers  have 
developed  a  technique  for  producing  good  hatching  cggs«    The  price  they  receive 
of  some  10  to  12  cents  per  egg  is  about  the  same  as  they  could  get  for  market  eggs„ 
The  latter  are  much  easig:^  to  produce ,    Regardless  of  these  failures,  a  group  of 
Venezuelan  poultrjonen  ..are  opposed  to  importing  U,S,  chicks.    The  press  at  times 
has  printed  articles  on  how  large  imports  of  U.S,  baby  chicks  deter  "Venezuela 
in  developing  its  own  hatching  industry.    One  newspaper  published  a  whole  page  of 
pictures  showing  how  locally  produced  baby  chicks  had  to  be  destroyed  because 
there  was  no  demand  for  thcmo 

Regardless  of  the  protests  made  b];^  this  group,  Venezuela's  broiler  industry  is 
almost  totally  dependent  on  U„S,  baby  chicks.    One  fact  the  article  failed  to 
mention  was  that  Venezuela  imports  about  8  million  chicks  a  ^'"ear,  while  local 
hatching  capacity  is  far  less  than  1  million  a  year.    Also  not  mentioned  was  the 
fact  that  Florida  hatchcrjuien  have  had  to  destroy  many  thousands  of  chicks  because 
of  needless  delays  in  receiving  Venezuelan  import  licenses.    Cooperation  by  both 
U.S.  exporters  and  Venezuelan  importers,  however,  has  recently  achieved  a  more 
orderly  and  regular  issuance  of  import  licenses, 

Vencguela's  baby  chick  import  quota  for  most  of  19^k  was  1,600,000  chicks  per 
quarter.  However,  in  early  1955  ready-to-cook  broilers  were  selling  at  around 
?lo50  per  Dound  retail,  and  pressure  by  consumers  and  local  importers  on  the 
government  to  allow  imported  poultry  meat  to  alleviate  the  shortage  caused  the 
government  to  increase  the  quota  of  chicks  to  2  million  for  the  second  quarter* 
Permits  were  not  issued  for  the  importation  of  poultry  meat.    Some  government 
officials  and  local  producers  stated  at  that  time  that  they  felt  this  would  cause 
the  market  to  break.    Retail  nrices  in  May  were  approximate  13^  .»lol0  per  pound  and 
have  since  decreased  to  around  80  cents  a  pound.    Producers  believed  these  prices 
were  too  low,  which  led  to  a  request  for  a  lower  quota  for  the  third  quarter.  The 
request  was  granted  and  the  quota  was  agsin  set  at  1,600,000  chicks„    'With  this 
fluctuation  in  quarterly''  quotas  the  producer  is  unable  to  handle  a  constant  number 
of  chicks  throughout  the  year. 

Most  imported  baby  chicks  arc  retailed  through  feed  stores  or  taken  directly 
to  the  farm  from  the  airport  to  which  they  were  dclivored.a    The  major  feed 
companies  in  Venezuela  discovered  that  in  developing  a  poultry  industrj'-  it  was 
necessary  to  become  involved  in  all  phases  of  the  business  from  importation  of 
chicks  to  retail  distribution  of  ready-to-cook  chickens.    Several  feed  companies 
import  baby  chicks,  sell  chicks  and  feed,  sell  and  administer  poultry  medicines, 
and  assist  farmers  in  selling  to  processing  plants  which  the  feed  manufacturer 
partially  owns.    They  even  go  to  the  exoense  of  placing  weekly  a  half -page  adver- 
tisement in  newspapers  to  promote  the  consumption  of  ready-to-cook  poultry. 

None  of  the  processing  plants  visited  were  strictljr  modern^    The  entire  pro- 
cessing operation  is  done  manuallj?'  except  the  packaging  phase.    In  most  cases  the 
birds  were  not  properly  bled  or  properlj''  picked.    According  to  U.S^  standards  of 
grading  they  would  be  called  Grade  B  or  C«    Broilers  are  put  in  cellophane  bags 
and  air  exhausted  by  a  suction  unit.    The  bag  is  then  sealed  and  the  package  put 
into  a  freezerc    All  the  cellophane  bags  arc  attractively  labeled  and  present  an 
eye-appealing  package  in  the  retailer's  display  case. 
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To  this  observer  it  seemed  apparent  that  those  who  arc  developing  Venezuela's 
poultry  industry  arc  not  giving  enough  consideration  to  mass  consumer  sales. 
Regular  habits  for  the  consumption  of  poultry  meat  cannot  be  formed  by  consumers 
if  supplies  arc  erratic  and  retail  nriccs  fluctuate  widely,.    A  fairly  constant 
supply  and  steady  price  could  be  obtained  hy  importing  U»S*  poultry  meat  when 
necessary.    This  could  be  done  readily  since  Venezuelan  importers  in  19^2  handled 
h  million  pounds  of  U,S,  poultry'-,    A  sizeable  amount  of  this  was  turkey  meat. 
Under  present  conditions  turkey  meat  is  very  difficult  to  obtain. 

Broilers  are  produced  in  various  areas  throughout  Venezuela,  but  the  major 
area  is  located  immediately  south  and  southwest  of  Caracas.    The  second  most 
important  area  is  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Maracaibo,    Most  farmers  consulted 
prefer  U.S.  baby  chicks  to  others  they  have  used.  Thus,  with  the  difficulty 
Venezuela  is  having  in  developing  a  hatching  industry,  exports  of  U.S.  chicks  in 
1955  and  1956  should  be  as  large  or  larger  than  in  19^h*    Portuguese  immigrants 
who  operate  small  broiler  fai^ns,  as  well  as  the  large  commercial  operators,  are 
supplied  weekly  with  chicks  prima.rily  produced  by  Florida  hatcherymcn.    Most  of 
these  Florida  hatcheries  depend  entirely  uoon  the  export  market.    These  hatchery- 
men  have  little  competition  since  the  flying  time  from  Miami  is  only  six  and  one- 
half  hours.    Most  of  the  chicks  are  flown  by  Lepca  airlines  which  is  a  Venezuelan 
air  freight  line. 

Most  of  the  broilers  are  grown  by  Portuguese  immigrants  who  handle  an  average 
of  only  200  at  a  time.    The  greatest  number  of  these  farms  are  concentrated  in  the 
mountains  Just  south  of  Caracas,  of  which  the  less  modern  let  their  broilers 
range  and  roost  in  the  trees  at  night.    Some  Venezuelans,  primarily  those  members 
of  the  major  poultry  association,  operate  on  a  larger  scale.    This  group  constantly 
asks  that  Venezuelan  import  quotas  be  changed  whenever  the  farmer's  price  for 
broilers  falls  below  k2  cents  a  pound  live  weight.    This  is  the  price  they  believe 
necessary'-  to  give  them  a  profit  after  paying  the  costs  of  the  chick,  feed, 
medication,  labor  and  equipment  depreciation. 

The  larger  producers  follow  modem  poultrj'"  practices  >7ith  the  control  of 
diseases  being  the  weakest  linlc  in  their  poultry  management  program.    Most  of  the 
equipment  necessary  in  producing  broilers  is  imported  from  the  United  States, 
The  chicken  houses  vary  from  the  pole  t^rpe  with  chicken  wire  sides  for  maximum 
ventilation  to  tightly  constructed  cinder  block  structures. 

Though  the  larger  oroduccrs  arc  not  the  main  stay  in  Venezuela's  poultry 
industry,  they  arc  politically  influential.    They  have  been  ffctive  in  promoting 
the  passing  of  protective  legislation.    As  a  result,  imports  of  poiiltry  and  game 
dropped  from  h  million  pounds  in  1952  to  39,000  pounds  in  19^h,    There  is  a 
feeling  in  most  Latin  ilmcrican  countries  that  their  agriculture  has  been  too 
dependent  upon  one  or  two  major  crops.    Their  whole  econort^  suffers  if  prices  for 
these  crops  decline.    In  all  of  these  countries  there  is  a  strong  desire  to 
diversify  their  agricultural  production  and,  because  of  this,  requests  for  pro- 
tective legislation  are  frequently  granted.    The  desire  to  diversify  also  stems 
from  an  urge  to  be  independent  of  imported  supplies. 
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Ccrt.^in  coinmcrcial  producers  complain  that  the  Venezuelan  consumer  unfortun- 
ately still  does  not  receive  broilers,  "produced  in  Venezuela",    >Jhen  asked 
"Were  these  chicks  fed  and  processed  in  Venezuela?",  the  answer  was  "yes",  but 
they  were  quick  to  add  that  it  is  impossible  to  be  proud  of  their  poultry 
industry  if  it  does  not  handle  all  phases  of  production*    Venezuelan  producers 
cannot  obtain  this  goal  until  they  have  developed  a  self -sufficient  breeding 
flock  -  hatching  egg  industry. 

Because  of  the  difficulty  of  raising  poultry  successfully  under  the  climatic 
conditions  prevailing  in  Venezuela,  it  will  be  a  number  of  years  at  least  before 
a  self-sustaining  poultry  industry  can  be  established,,    Thus,  American  chick  e'x- 
portcrs  should  be  able  to  continue  supplying  this  large  market. 
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The  production  of  eggs  in  1955  in  a  group  of  countries  of  which  estimates  are 
available  is  indicated  at  approximately  129  billion,  which  would  be  about  the  same 
as  a  year  earlier., 

Most  of  the  countries,  compared  mth  195^4,  held  their  own,  t-jith  slight  in- 
creases in  the  United  States  and  the  Netherlands,,    The  other  European  countries 
indicated  1955  Droduction  is  expected  to  be  about  the  sarae  or  slightly  larger  than 
in  1951i, 

Egg  production  in  North  American  countries  in  1955  is  expected  to  be  slightly 
greater  than  that  of  a  year  earlier  with  a  1-percent  increase  in  the  United  States ^ 
and  a  1-percent  decrease  in  Canada,    The  number  of  layers  on  fams  at  the 
beginning  of  1955  remained  at  a  high  level  in  both  countries „ 

The  Mexican  Government  continues  to  promote  the  exriansion  of  its  looultrjr 
industrjr.    During  the  middle  of  19514-  it  established  a  poultrj''  center  at  the  Palo 
Alto  Research  Center  located  near  Mexico  City,    The  Center  is  now  distributing 
100^,000  chickens  ner  month^  from  a  day  to  four  or  five  months  old.    Day-old  chicks 
aret^  sold  throughout  the  country;-  at  a  ^^rice  of  h  cents,  which  is  below  the  cost  of 
production.    Chickens  over  four  months  are  sold  at  from  l6  to  2i|  Uc,S,  cents  p 
Sales  are  made  in  lots  of  50  to  100  chickens  per  person  for  the  establishment  of 
the  "gallinero  familiar"  or  family  flock.    This  program  is  directed  principally 
toward  an  increase  in  egg  production  in  order  to  reduce  the  need  for  imports^ 
The  breeds  used  thus  far  have  been  Leghorn  and  New  Hampshire, 

Egg  production  in  the  reporting  countries  of  Europe  is  expected  to  be  the 
same* as  in  195^o    The  Netherlands  and  Denmark  are  the  major  egg-exporting  countries 
of  the  world.    Since  the ' discontinuance  of  the  Danish-British  long-term  agreement 
for  eggs  as  of  October  l_j  195'!4^  which  meant  the  introduction  of  free  trade  in  eggs 
between  the  2  countries,  prices  paid  Danish  egg  producers  have  been  fluctuating 
a  great  deal^    This  has  lead  to  more  uncertainty  in  egg  prices  and  Danish  egg  pro- 
ducers have  expressed  their  aversion  to  such  a  development,  although  they  do  not 
disagree  with  free  trade  Jji_j)rinciple^j  

\f   This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Corrmittee  on  Foreign 
Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  reports  of  Agricultural 
Attaches  and  other  U,S,  representatives  abroad. 
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It.  .is  reco^iiiTjed  that  greater  fluctuations  in  prices  may  lead  to  more  abrupt 
ch.inges  in  production  and  may  tend  co  turn  some  farmers  away  from  egg  production^ 
At  present,  however^  no  great  changes  are  expected  in  Danish  egg  production  during 
the  second  half  of  1955' e    Eggs  should  be  available  for  export  during  the  second 
half  of  1955  in  about  the  same  volume  as  during  the  same  period  of  1951;.  The 
table  below  compares  the  first  half  of  195U  with  the  first  half  of  1955. 


:  -  Thousandjlons  ~ 

January  :  l5o5  :  l6.8 

February  :  13„8  ;  13,6 

March  :  13o9  :  13„(g 

April  :  13,9  :  13.8 

May  :  li4o2  :  lli.2 

June  :  11^8  :  12_^ 

_  Totca  ^  }  '   

Source:    Statistical  Department . 


The  output  of  eggs  during  the  first  half  of  1955  was  about  1  percent  larger 
than  during  the  comparable  period  of  19$he    Production,  as  usual,  reached  its 
peak  during  January,  declined  gradually  during  Februsjry  and  Mnrch,  and  increased 
again  slightly  in  April  and  May,    However,  the  decline  in  egg  production  during 
February  and  March  this  year  was  markedly  greater  than  normal  because  of  the 
heavy  slaughter  of  laying  hens  f ollox/ing  the  drop  in  egg  prices  at  the  end  of 
January, 

Egg  production  in  South  America  and  in  the  Caribbean  area  is  expected  to 
approximate  195i;o    Many  of  the  governments,  or  their  poultry  associations,  are 
promoting  their  poultry  industries  —  primarily  by  aiding  farmers  in  the  purchase 
of  United  States  laying  stock.    At  present  the  majorit^r  of  eggs  produced  in  South 
America  and  the  Caribbean  are  produced  on  small  farms  from  domestic  breeds.  There 
is  little  fluctuation  in  egg  production  from  year  to  year.    Production  per  bird  is 
exceedingly  low,  ranging  from  60  to  90  eggs  per  irear;  and  eggs  are  small,  and 
generally  of  poor  quality  by  the  time  they  reach  market.    Nevertheless,  these  eggs 
find  a  ready  market. 

Producers  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  more  for  good  quality  eggs  than  for 
those  of  poor  quality.    This  fact  has  tended  to  slow  the  increase  of  commercial 
egg  productionc    Although  most  of  the  governments  of  South  America  and  the 
Caribbean  have  been  making  plans  recently  to  encourage  commercial  egg  production, 
it  will  undoubtedly:"  take  considerable  time  for  these  programs  to  become  effective. 
These  areas  should  continue  for  some  time  to  be  good  markets  for  shell  eggs, 

A  summary  of  this  informat'ion  was  published  in  the  September  19,  1955  issue  of 
Foreign  Cro-ps_  cn_d_  Ilarlcets. 


EGGS:    Number  produced  1/  in  specified  countries,  averages 
193U-38,  I9U6-5O5  annual  195l-195i;,  indicated  1955 


Continent  and  Countiy 

!  Average 
!  193U-38 

:  Average 

:  1946-50 

't  1951 

i  1952 

!  1953 

1954 

;  Indicated 
:  1955 

:  Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

f  Million 

!  Million 

:  Million 

:  Million 

NORTH  AMERICA 
Canada  -  Farm 
Total 

United  States  -  Farm 

Panama 

Mexico 

't  2,638 
I  2,863 
:  35,1;98 

i  4,015 
:  4,382 
!  56,535 
:2/  53 

i  3,611 
3,954 
:  59,265 
:  55 

i  3,984 
!  4,104 
•  60,985 

t  4,086 
:  4,200 
:  61,704 
:  57 

!  2,080 

!  hMo 
:  4,547 
:  65,375 
:  58 
:  2,400 

4,400 
:  4,550 
:  66,000 
:  59 
:  2,400 

EUROPE 
Austria 
Balsium 
Denmark 
France 

Germany,  Western 
Greece 

Ireland 
Italy 

Netherlands 
Norway 
Sweden 
Switzerland 

United  Kingdom  -  Farm  3/ 
Total  3/ 

'i  663 

!  1,693 

!  1,979 
J     6,200  J 
t     3,700  ! 

t       550  ! 

!  1,086 
t  5,500 
!  1,978 
:  369 
t  1,000 

!  423 

'.2/  3,871 
!2/  5,098 

'  369 

1,584 

6,580  ! 

2,655  : 
388  ! 
!         893  < 
:  4,380 
:  1,189 
:  283 
:  1,288 
!  486 
:  2,880 
:  4,590 

i  640 
!  1,945 
r     1,962  ; 

7,500  ! 

5,000  ! 
440  : 
t  951 
:  5,500 
t  2,075 
t  391 

!       1,390  ! 

:  529 
:  4,800 

t  6,5oo 

i  785 
!  2,030 
!  1,968 
7,000  : 
5,300  : 
490  ! 
t        972  ! 
t  5,550 
:  2,570 
t  392 
1,370 
!  518 
:     4,700  ' 
:  6,300 

•  845 

•  2,175 
!  2,155 

7,300  : 
5,500  : 

525  ! 

980  ! 
!  5,600 
:      3,000  ' 
I  420 
:  1,375 
:        520  ! 

!        4,600  ' 

!      6,200  ! 

i  845 
:  2,325 
!  2,357 
7,200  J 
6,065  ! 
550  : 
840 
!  5,850 
!  3,750 
!  437 
!  1,380 
536 

•  4,650 

•  6,250 

!  850 
:  2,330 
(  2,400 
7,200 
6,150 

550 

:  640 
5,800 
!  4,200 
:  440 
!  1,400 

!  530 
!  4,600 

!  6,200 

ASIA 
Turkey 
Japan 

Riilippine  Republic 

i  1,003 
r  3^,553 
th/  738 

't  859 
i  970 
!  567 

!  942 
!     3,873  ! 
!  845 

•  980  ' 

•  4,676  ! 

!            950  ! 

5,140  ''. 
1,015  ' 

•  1,000 
5,340 
>  l,o5o 

!  1,000 
!  5,350 
1,050 

SOUTH  AMERICA 
Argentina 
Uruguay 

Brazil  ; 

'i  1,127 

!  289 

!  323 

I  3,000 
•  3,330 

•     3,000  ! 
t     3,730  i 

3,150  'i 
330  ! 
3,800  ! 

3,500  ! 

320  ! 
4,380 

3,500 
320 
4,400 

AFRICA 
Egypt 

Union  of  South  Africa  6/  ! 

751  ! 

!5/      694  i 

455  - 
960  • 

520  ! 
955  ! 

525  \ 
970  ! 

530  ! 
900 

540 

!  900 

OCEANIA  ! 
Australia  7/  ' 
New  Zealand  i 

!           708  < 

430  ! 

1,418  ! 
8/      146  ! 

•     1,288  'i 
8/     180  ! 

•     1,230  i 
8/     185  ! 

1,230  'i 
8/     190  J 

1,200  ! 
8/  190 

1,100 
■8/  190 

V  Relates  to  farm  production  in  the  United  States  but  margr  countries  not  explicit  on  this  point, 
2/  Three-year  average,    3/  Years  ending  May,    4/  1938,    5/  For  1947,    6/  Tears  ending  June,  7/  Commercial 
production  for  years  ending  June  30,    8/  Receipts  at  Marketing  Department  Stations,  year  ending  March, 
iriiich  account  for  30-40percent  of  total  production. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service,    September  19,  1955. 


